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By ANTHONY RIPLEY'

Special to The New York Times .
WASHINGTON,. Feb. 27—
John Di‘Ehrlichman, offered an
opportu‘mty to plead guilty to a

single ' Federal charge in #x-|

change for his cooperation with
'the Watergate special prose-
‘cutor, has turned down the
proposal. _
Frank H. Strickler, one of Mr.
Ehrlichman’s Lawyers, con-

firmed today that such an offer!

‘wag made in the last two weeks
‘by the special prosecutor, Leon
Jaworska, in a letter to Mr.
.Ehrlichman’s California lawyer
Joseph A. Ball.

| Mr. Ehrlichman, the fox;}rier
seconttin- -command on -the
|White House staff, has pleaded
‘not guilty to state charges of

burglary conspiracy and perjury|

WITHPROSECUTOR,

Rejects Bid to Let Him Plead|
Exchange for His Aid |

. |month .sentence at a Federal!
‘| prisone camyp in Allengy

|dropped.

!in California in connection with
ithe entry into the office &f Dr.
\Daniel Ellsberg’s former bsy-
chlatrlst Dr, Lewis F. Fle‘lﬁmg,
of Beverly Hills.”

Possible Indictment Hngted
| He'rhas not been named in
any findictments returned ‘thus
far ‘in the Watergate " case,
though Mr. Strickler conceded
that. .one n;,}ght be brought
acamst him. -

] “T's wou{dnt be surprlsed at
one,” he said..

ME"Stricklet- said the Iétter
‘from, Mr. Jaworskx had offered
to allow Mr.. Ehrlichmad #to|
Iplead; jguilty to.a single count
.of viglating Dr Fielding’s cwrl%
rightsy

Mr. Krogh has said’ Thi f
. the mission failed, the burglary [ §:

In ‘return, Mr Ehrlichrian |
would be expecf:ed to cooperate :
‘with Wtergate mYestlgators and|
‘would. avoid any other possible|

jcharges in the case. ¥

| “His feeling was that he|
would® ‘not-plead guilty to some-|.

thing {hat*he did not believe

he was gmlty of doing,” Mr.

Strickler said. o
Recalls Krogh Bargalmng
The plea-bargaining attetnpt

‘|Angeles Times, was similar to
one . that was successfully
negotiated with Egil Krogh Jr.,

first reported today in The Los|

another of the men originally
indicted in the Fleldmg bur-
glary.

Mr. Krogh is serving a six-

pod, Pa.,
and 4l other charges'#égainst
him, including the California
state  charges, have been

The Fielding break-in was the
work of the “plumbers,” a name
givén a special investigation
unit--at the White House that
operated in 1971. b

Mf Krogh, David R. Young

., G. Gordon Liddy and E.
Hovs}"ard Hunt Jr. made up the
unit that Mr. Krogh’ said, op-
erated under Mr. Ehrlichman.

Mr. Hunt and Mr. Liddy were
both convicted for their part in
the ‘June 17, 1972, burglary of
the Democratic natlonal head-
quarters at the Watergate com-
plex in Washington."

Both have appealed their con-
victions.

Mr. Young and Mr. Liddy
were also indicted in the Cali-
fornia case and pleaded not
{guilty. %

The break-in at Dr: Fielding’s
office ‘was a search for deroga-
tory material on Dy Ensberg,
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ary
and wiretapping and other
Government misconduet led to
the dismissal of charges against
Dr Ellsberg. He was on trial
o charges that mcluded theft
of The Pentagon papers—c1a>-
sified Government ‘documents
about the involvement of the
United States in the Vietnam
war.

In a related Watergate mat-
ter, the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee has decided against
calling Mr. Jaworski before it
to testify on the White House
refusal to turn over any more
documents to his investigation.
Mr, Jaworski had informed the
committee in @ letter of the
White House refusal.

The chairman, Senator James
O. Eastland, Democrat of Mis-
sissippi, and Senator, Philip A.
Hart, Democrat ‘of - Mlchlgan

are preparing an answer to the
letter. I




