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O
hio E

lection: T
he W

eight of W
atergate 

C
IN

C
IN

N
A

T
I—

T
he burden of W

ater-
gate on R

epublican candidates is stark-
ly

 ap
p
aren

t in
 o

n
e o

u
t o

f ev
ery

 fiv
e 

R
epublican voters w

e interview
ed here 

w
h
o
 o

p
en

ly
 ad

m
itted

 th
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e 

"m
ore inclined" to vote R

epublican in 
n
ex

t T
u
esd

ay
's sp

ecial co
n
g
ressio

n
al 

election if R
ichard M

. N
ixon had been 

rep
laced

 as P
resid

en
t b

y
 V

ice P
resi-

d
en

t G
erald

 F
o
rd

. 
It w

as precisely this w
eight of N

ixon-
W

aterg
ate th

at d
efeated

 th
e R

ep
u
b
li-

can
 n

o
m

in
ee in

 th
e M

ich
ig

an
 electio

n
 

to
 fill F

o
rd

's o
ld

 seat. H
ere in

 O
h
io

's 
1st congressional district, the R

epubli-
can

 an
teced

en
ts are also

 stro
n
g
. Y

et, 
the horrors of W

atergate have reduced 
th

e 7
0
 p

er cen
t R

ep
u
b
lican

 v
icto

ry
 in

 
N

o
v
em

b
er 1

9
7
2
 'to

 an
 ev

en
 race th

at 
m

ay send D
em

ocrat T
hom

as A
. L

uken 
to W

ashington. If so, that second upset 
is certain

 to
 sp

read
 p

an
ic am

o
n
g
 R

e-
p
u
b
lican

s ru
n
n
in

g
 fo

r o
ffice th

is y
ear. 

A
rm

ed w
ith a questionnaire 'drafted 

by national pollster O
liver Q

uayle, w
e 

in
terv

iew
ed

 6
3
 v

o
ters in

 th
eir h

o
m

es 
in

 o
v
erw

h
elm

in
g
ly

 R
ep

u
b
lican

 p
re-

cin
cts w

ith
 th

e h
elp

 o
f th

ree Q
u
ay

le 
in

terv
iew

ers: P
eg

g
y
 W

eiss, K
ath

leen
 

W
ag

n
er an

d
 B

o
n
n
ie F

u
m

aro
la. W

e 
found heavy -support for the R

epubli-
,
 V can candidate, W

illis D
. G

radison ,Jr., 

against L
uken but not nearly so heavy 

as u
su

al. T
h
u
s, -b

ased
 o

n
 o

u
r in

ter-
view

s, the congressional race looks nip 
and tuck--thanks to the N

ixon drag. 
M

ost significantly, our scouting ex-
pedition show

ed for the first tim
e that 

R
ep

u
b
lican

 v
o
ters are talk

in
g
 ab

o
u
t 

the im
pact of W

atergate on their. vote 
in

 a p
u
rely

 lo
cal co

n
test. 

T
h
e k

ey
 q

u
estio

n
: "If G

erald
 F

o
rd

 
w

ere P
resid

en
t, in

stead
 o

f N
ix

o
n
, 

w
ould that m

ake you m
ore or less in-

clin
ed

 to
 v

o
te R

ep
u
b
lican

'?" T
h
e re-

plies: .14—
far m

ore than w
ould be ex-

p
ected

 in
 su

ch
 a d

istrict—
said

 th
ey

 
w

o
u
ld

 b
e m

o
re in

clin
ed

, o
n
ly

 3
 less 

in
clin

ed
; th

e rem
ain

in
g
 4

6
 g

av
e th

e 
predictable answ

er that it w
ould m

ake 
no difference. 

B
u
t a seco

n
d
 q

u
estio

n
 d

ram
atized

 
even m

ore the dilem
m

a of R
epublican 

candidates dam
ned by the P

resident's 
h
ard

-co
re b

ack
ers if th

ey
 d

esert h
im

 
•and dam

ned by anti-N
ixon R

epublicans 
if they don't desert him

. O
f our voters, 

19 agreed they think m
ore of R

epubli-
can G

radison "because he w
ould sup-

p
o
rt R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n
" as a R

ep
u
b
lican

 
in C

ongress; but a w
hopping 33 voters 

said they w
ould think less of him

. 
H

ence the sharp decline in R
epubli-

can fortunes. N
o m

atter how
 he plays  

it, G
rad

iso
n
 is g

o
in

g
 to

 alien
ate R

e-
p
u
b
lican

 v
o
ters o

n
 o

n
e sid

e o
r th

e 
other. In solidly 'R

epublican precincts 
of N

orw
ood (urban m

iddle incom
e) and 

M
ad

eira (su
b
u
rb

an
 u

p
p
er in

co
m

e) 
w

here w
e interview

ed, the just -retired 
R

epublican congressm
an, W

illiam
 K

eat-
ing, w

on over 80 .per cent in 1972. O
ur 

interview
s favored G

radison over L
u-

, ken by only a 3 to 2 m
argin, suggesting 

a possible D
em

ocratic upset. 
"W

atergate m
eans that anyone iden-

tified
 w

ith
 th

e G
O

P
 h

as h
is h

ead
 in

 a 
noose," the cheerful w

ife a
 a physician 

told us. A
 w

idow
 said she w

ould alw
ays 

vote R
epublican, "but people don't trust 

lik
e R

ep
u
b
lican

s an
y
m

o
re. E

v
en

 m
y
 

daughter and I have trouble on this." 
A

 41-year-old -salesm
an w

ho voted 
three tim

es for M
r. N

ixon (1960, 1968 
an

d
 1

9
7
2
) g

av
e o

n
ly

 o
n
e reaso

n
 fo

r 
favoring L

uken: "B
ecause G

radison is 
for N

ixon." 
A

ctu
ally

, G
rad

iso
n
 stru

g
g
led

 to
 

bridge the gap betw
een fanatic N

ixon-
ites and anti-N

ixon voters. H
e has crit-

icized
 th

e P
resid

en
t fo

r b
ein

g
 "to

o
 

legalistic" and "too -secretive" in deal-
ing both w

ith W
atergate and im

peach-
m

ent investigators: 
B

u
t th

e
 N

ix
o
n
 d

ra
g
 m

a
y
 b

e
 to

o
 

strong. T
he fam

ed Q
uayle trust scale,  

fo
r ex

am
p
le, sh

o
w

s th
at 1

8
 , o

f V
I&

 
voters -scored him

 at. the very bottO
rn 

o
f th

e tru
st scale ("I d

o
n
t tru

at, h
im

 
at all"). O

n
ly

 d
o
o
r-to

-d
o
o
r salesm

en
, 

w
ith 27 "D

on't.trust at all" scoresA
lid 

w
o
rse. In

 -co
n
trast, S

en
. ,R

ep
ert T

ait 
Jr. had only one "don't trust. " 	

, 
A

s fo
r resig

n
atio

n
s- an

d
 im

p
each

-
m

en
t, o

u
r in

terv
iew

s in
 O

h
io

's ).,a 
congressional district ran true to fasifr: 
2
 to

 1
 ag

ain
st b

o
th

 im
p
each

m
en

t an
d
 

resigriatien. M
r. N

ixon's `V
ositive"''rat-

in
g
 as 'P

resid
en

t w
as 2

7
 p

er cen
t,,M

t 
as it w

as in
 o

u
r lo

st sco
u
tin

g
 ex

P
ad

i-
lion in N

ew
ark, O

hio, a m
oath.agp, 

M
r. N

ix
o
n
 d

o
es.  en

jo
y
 'certain

' m
i. 

p
o
rt h

ere n
o
n
eth

eleas. T
h
e p

ro
-M

k-km
 

arg
u
m

en
t, th

at m
u
ch

 o
f h

iS
 fall frefh

 
grace - is a result of anti-N

ixow
 press 

an
d
 p

o
litician

s try
in

g
 to

 N
et" h

im
, 

fo
tin

d
 slig

h
tly

 m
o
re th

an
 h

O
f ag

ret 
ing.T

here w
as 4 to 1 agreem

ent .9110 
im

peac
h
m

e
n
t w

o
u
ld

 "seriously
v
ieat 

en" the country... 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t's d
eep

er stren
g
th

 is 
foreign policy, an asset surviving4.11 
th

e d
ep

red
atio

n
s an

d
 d

eg
rad

atio
n
s o

f 
W

aterg
ate. O

n
 th

at o
n
e issu

e, 
N

ixon rem
ains im

pressively strong.ltit 
for a local election, tlt provides precielts 
little aid •and com

fort for G
radison or 

any other R
epublican. 

1
9
7
4
, F

ield
 E

n
terp

rises, In
c. 


