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Impeachment FEB 2 7 1974 _ 

Probers Dispute 
A Nixon Claim 

Washington 

Republicans and Democrats on the House Judici-
ary Committee yesterday challenged President Nix-
on's assertion that he could not be impeached except 
on the basis of evidence that he had violated criminal 

law. 

But several member ..of 
the committee conducting 
t h e impeachment inquiry 
Said that, as a practical 
matter, the outcome of the 
investigation would probably 
turn on Mr. Nixon's involve-
ment, if any, in criminal as-
pects of the Watergate scan-
dal. 

Officials of the committee 
confirmed that a request for 
about 700 pages of docu-
ments and 17 tape record-
ings had been sent to the 
White House Monday night. 
John M. Doar, the panel's 
special counsel, said last 
week that it should take the 
President's lawyers no more 
than `"just a day or two" to 
comply voluntarily with the 
request. 

Investigative sources ,dis-
closed that Doar met yester-
day with the Watergate spe-
cial prosecutor, Leon Jawor-
ski, as part of a continuing 
effort to gain access to evi-
dence gathered for three 
Watergate grand juries and 
to determine what specific 
evidence Mr. Nixon refused 
to laply to Jaworski earlier 
thiPMonth. 

Senate Republican leader 
Hugh Scott of Pennsylvania 
pressed Nixon to make a full 
disclosure of all relevant ev-
idence to both the commit-
tee and the special prosecu-
tor. 

"If it were up to me.-  
Scott said, "I would hiv e 
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pulled a truck up to the 
gates of the White 'House a 
long time ago and given 
them every damn  memo  
tliey wanted, t h. e wpole 
works:" 

Mr. Nixon asserted at a 
White HouseAews ,Cs"):pfer-
ence Monday night .that his 
Watergate lawyers hadad-
vised him "that a criminal 
offense on the part of the 
President is the requirement 
for impeachment." He said 
the Constitution is "very 
hrecise" in setting that stan-
dard. 

The t,statement was in di-
rect conflict with the conclu-
sion ot the.bipartisan staff of 
lawyers for the committee, 
who said in a 49-page memo-
randum last week that a 
president could b e im-
peached o n such non-
criminal grounds as derelic-
tion . of duty or failure to 
comply with the '"Constitu-
tion's mandate to take care 
that the laws be faithfully 
executed." 

Senior Republicans on the 
committee — including Rep-
resentatives Robert McClory 
of Illinois, Charles E. Wig-
gins. of California, Charles 
W. Sandman Jr.. of New 
Jersey and Tom Railsback 
o f Illinois — said they 
agreed for the most part 
with the committee staff's 
judgment. 

The staff analysis was 
"very accurate academical-
ly and historically," McClo-
ry- said. But he added that 
he would "question whether 
it would have any applicabil-
ity to the President at this 
time." 

Wiggins also said that the 
House has power to iinpeach 
officials for.a variety of seri- 
o u s. but not necessarily 
criminal, offenses, but that 
"we should exercise our 
power narrowly" when deal-
ing with a president Wfl() 
was elected to a fixed term. 
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