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h
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fid

en
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B
y
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u
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n
o
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W
ashington P

o
s
t S

ta
ff W

riter .  
A

 R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o
n
 w

h
o
 d

is-
p
lay

ed
 th

e co
o
ln

ess u
n
d
er 

fire th
at h

e h
as o

ften
 cele-

brated re-em
erged , last night 

at th
e P

resid
en

t's first p
ress 

co
n
feren

ce o
f 1

9
7
4
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F
ro

m
 b

e
g
in

n
in

g
 to

 e
n
d
, 

th
is self-assu

red
 an

d
 co

n
fi-

d
en

t N
ix

o
n
 sh

o
w

ed
 a p

re-
W

a
te

rg
a
te

 sk
ill in

 p
u
ttin

g
 

th
e b

est face o
n
 h

is ,w
o
rst 

p
ro

b
le

m
s a

n
d
 in

 tu
rn

in
g
 

h
o
stile q

u
estio

n
s to

 h
is o

w
n
 

ad
v
an

tag
e. 

F
o
u
r m

o
n
th

s a
g
o
, a

t h
is 

last n
ew

s co
n
feren

ce in
 th

e 
E

ast R
o
o
n
i, M

r. N
ix

o
n
 h

ad
 

b
rid

led
 at ev

en
 m

ild
 q

u
es-

tio
n
in

g
 

\a n
 d

 d
escrib

ed
 th

e 
m

ed
ia 'co

v
erag

e o
f W

ater-
g
ate issu

es as th
e m

o
st "o

u
t-

ra
g
e
o
u
s, v

ic
io

u
s a

n
d
  d

is-
to

rte
d
" re

p
o
rtin

g
 h

e
 h

a
d
 

ev
er seen
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L

a
st n

ig
h
t th

e
 P
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sid

e
n
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se
e
m

e
d
 to

 w
e
lc

o
m

e
 q

u
e
s-

.tio
n
s ab

o
u
t h

is p
o
litical p

re-
d
icam

en
t as an

 o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 
to

 d
em

o
n
strate th

at h
e h

ad
 

n
o
 in

te
n
tio

n
 o

f g
iv

in
g
 u

p
 

th
e
 p

re
sid

e
n
c
y
, e

v
e
n
 if it 

m
ean

t th
e d

efeat o
f R

ep
u
b
-

lican
 can

d
id

ates. 
"I w

an
t m
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 p
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 to
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c-
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u
t m

o
re im

p
o
rtan

t I 
w

an
t th

e p
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en
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 to
 su

r-
v
iv

e," M
r. N

ix
o
n
 said
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A

t ev
ery

 p
o
st-W

aterg
ate 

p
ress co

n
feren

ce u
n
til last 

n
ig

h
t M

r. N
ix

o
n
 h

ad
 n

ev
er 
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an

ag
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e th
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c
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 th

e
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an
d
 to
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leg

ed
 b
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 co
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erag
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ig

h
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o
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te

d
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c
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 th
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n
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r sev
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p
ers, rep

eated
ly

 sh
o
o
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er 
p
e
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ix
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s sh
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im
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h
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d
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o
n
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n
so

n
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iv
in

g
 o

u
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fo
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m
a
tio

n
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 th
e
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m
e
ric

a
n
 

p
e
o
p
le
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"W
ell, if h

e' isn
't listen

in
g
 

to this program
, I'll report to 

hinr just, w
hat you said," the 

P
resident replied. A

nd as re-
p
o
rters jo

in
ed

 h
im

 in
 lau

g
h
-

ter, M
r. N

ix
o
n
 co

n
tin

u
ed

: 
"H

e m
ay

 h
av

e h
eard

 ev
en

 
though he w

asn't listening to 
th

e p
ro

g
ram

." 
T

he P
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a
 q

u
e
stio

n
 ,a

b
o
u
t h

is d
is-

g
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 an
d
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er 
V
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 P
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n
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ew

, to
 h
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w
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istratio
n
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e p
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g
n
ew
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d
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d
 h
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 b
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se h

e k
n
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at h
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o
u
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h
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arg
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 a 
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o
w

 at th
is p

o
in
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n
o

t g
o

in
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 an

y
b

o
d

y
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 k

ick
in

g
 h

im
 w

h
en
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 d
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 d
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s p
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 b
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 p
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 b
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l p
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u

setts 
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h
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o
v
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ern
m
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 b
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o
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n
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n
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o
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b
u
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n
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er 

said
. "I h
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f m
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 p
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u
tset, a ch
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M

r. N
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u
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o
w

n
 in

 th
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o
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g
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m
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each
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le d
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se" w

h
en
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e 

m
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 "im
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B
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 m
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ch
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 c
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