Resignation -

To AidParty

Is Rejected

By Carroll Kilpatrick
Washington Post Staff Writer ;

President Nixon declared
last night that he does not
expect to be impeached and
that he fully intends to
serve out his term regard-
less of the consequences to
his party.

At his first news conference
in four months, the President
fielded a variety of political
and Watergate-related ques-
tions, insisting that Congress
may bring an impeachment
charge only on a finding of
criminal conduct.

“A full impeachment trial in
the Senate under our Constitu-
tion comes only when the House
determines that there is an im-
peachable offense,” the Presi-

dent said in answer to a ques-
tion.

“It is my belief that the ¢

House after it conduects its in-
quiry will not reach that de-
termination. I do not expect to
be impeached.”

Mr. Nixon handled -tough
questions . calmly. - The - acri-

mony that developed -at' the ,

Oct. 26 press. conference,
when the President reacted
heatedly to what he considered
accusatory questions, was
largely absent last night.

The President disclosed for
the ‘first time that he had of:
fered to answer written
questions from special prosecu-
tor Leon Jaworski or to meet
personally with him to respond
to questions. .

However, Jaworski, who had
requested that the President ap-
pear - before the Watergate
grand jury, declined the Presi-
dent’s. offer.

The President said that “on
constitutional grounds he “re-
spectfully declined” to appear
before a grand jury.

When a reporter asked if the
President would reconsider his
decision against resigning if it
became evident that his party
was going to suffer disastrous
defeat in November, he replied
in the negative.

“I want my party to suc-
ceed,” the President explained,
“but more important I want
the presidency to survive.”

He argued that the presi-
dency must not be “hostage
to what happens to the popu-
larity of a President at one
time or another,” and he main-
tained that the stability of the
presidency and a President’s
ability to govern must be pre.
served.

Referring to his foreign and
domestic initiatives, Mr. Nixon
said, “All of these things, these

goals, are yet before us, We >
have a lot of work left to do-. .
and ‘I am going to stay here

.until T get it done.”
The President appeared. to
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take philosophically the defeat|
last*week of a Republican candi-
dafe in Vice President Ford's
old Michigan congressional dis-
trict. s ¢ ae |

When asked about the matter,
he said it was not necessarily{
an indication of what will’ hap-|
pen in. November. o

“Nine months before an elec-
tion. no one can predict what,
can happen in this covuntry,”f
he said. “What will affect the |
election in this year 1974 is!
what always affects elections!
—peace and prosperity. !

“On the pehce front, we're
doing well, and I think: well

“With regard to the pros-jactions that need not bejfor a promise of an ambassa-
perity . issue, the bread-and-|crimes under the law. He canjdorial post to the contributor:
butter issue, as I've already|be removed for serious crimes, Mr. Nixon said he never was
indicated, I think that this|against the public interest, the jconsulted on the matter and

economy is:going to be moving|staff said.

up. I think, Therefore, it Wiuf A Justice Department memo | ! :
be a good year for those candi-p g suggested that a President sible for making the promise. |
dates who stand -for the ad-mmh[ might be impeached for al
|nbneriminal offense but that

stration.”

lhas initiated an investigation
ito determine who wag respon-:

|

® Declared once again that'

{he would abide by the decision

Mr. - Nixon promised in althe charge must center on alof the congressional Joint

guarded way to cooperdte|:gross -abuse of office” and
with the House Judiciary Com-|not simply maladministration.

‘Committee on Internal Rev-

enuc Taxation on whether he

mittee, which. is conducting| Mr. Nixon argued” that the should pay taxes on his vi!ce‘é
the impeachment inquiry. But|Constitution .is, “very precisefpreSIdeml_al papers, Whl?h e
he declined to say precisely in defining what is an im. gave to the government\ and|

‘what material he would make |peachable offense.”

{claimed over a half-million do!- |

available to the committee. | James D St. Clair, the!lars in tax deductions.

" Noting that negotiations are | White House counsel, and oth-
lunder way between the com- e

mittee counsel and his coun:|criminal offense on the part
|sel, the President ‘said hejof the President is the re-
'would cooperate to the extent quirement for impeachment,’
‘possible. “consistent with, my| Mr, Nixon said, St. Clair is

( £ T o |
constitutional  responsibility  préparing a brief on the sub-

to defend the office of the ject for the Judiciary Com-
‘presidency.” ' | mittee. ‘

But he’ said.that certain I the House accepts the
‘documents must remain con- fresident’s definition rather
‘fidential and that ‘procedureswthan the staff’s it wauld ‘be
must be worked out to protect"mu?h less likely to vote a bill
the rights of defendants as|Of impeachment. .

ggil ;iog;iu?cg;hz O(faf,?; Sé);,; 'said last night he believed the

. . " President’s definition of an im-
his duties. . , R peachable offense would con-

The ~President's view of pi4" win the definition ‘of
Wwhat constitutes an impeach-ipany e or of the Judicia-
able offense was much Nar-'ru Committee. “Im sure there
rower than that of the House| ., many on the Judiciary
Judiciary Committee staff;committee who . would de-

lawyers. |fing impeachment in broader

The Constitution provides|terms,” Anderson said. “And
that a President “shall be re-|thereip lies the rub.”
moved from office on impeach-| In answer to other ques-
ment for, and conviction of,itions, Mr. Nixon:
treason, bribery or other high| ° Denied that he ever sold
crimes’ and misdemeanors.” ambassadorships to campaign
The committee staff, in a re- contributors. The ¢ uestion

port last week, said a Presi. arose over a charge that hisj

jer experts believe = that «a|the first time his reaction to

lelse in kicking him when he’s|
jdown.” '

| Rep. John Andérson (R-IIL)

° Refused, when asked for

the resignation of Vice Presi-
dent Agnew, to “join anybody

|

Agnew 'I"'e'si\.ﬂ;ilﬁd because “r;!‘i

the embarrassment he knéw
that he would cause to the ad-
ministration and also because
he felt that in view of thei
criminal offense that was |
charged that he should not!
stay in office,” Mr. Nixon said.

“I can only say that in’ his
period of service that he 'ren-
dered dedicated service on all
of the assignments that I gave|
him,” he said. .

In congressional comment
after the press conference,
House Minority Leader John
Rhodes (R-Ariz.), praised the

{President for holding the ses.
Ision- and said he should hold
“press meetings more frequent- |
Ilv. “He handled some very dif—j

ficult questions with candor

'and in a forthright manner.”

Rep. Thomas Foley (D-|

|Wash.), head of the House
Democratic Study Group a-
greed. “I'm glad he’s tacing

dent could be impeached and lawyer, Herbert W. Kalmbach,/the camera ang the country

removed from office for!accepteq $100,000 in exchange

lagain. 1 think that’s helpful.”;



