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C
alifornia G

O
P: R

eversing the R
ightw

ard T
rend 

S
A

C
R

A
M

E
N

T
O

, C
alif. —

 P
olitical 

fallout from
 W

atergate is pushing the 
C

alifo
rn

ia R
ep

u
b
lican

 P
arty

 leftw
ard

 
from

 G
ov. R

onald R
eagan's conserva-

tism
 b

ack
 to

w
ard

 a rein
carn

atio
n

 o
f 

E
arl W

arren
 p

ro
g

ressiv
ism

, a w
h

o
lly

 
unexpected event w

ith potentially pro-
found national consequences. 

T
he central developm

ent of R
epubli-

can
 p

o
litics h

ere am
o
u
n
ts to

 a stu
n
-

ning reversal of the party's long right-
w

ard trend. T
he R

epublican establish-
m

ent, including R
eagan's inner circle, 

h
a
s a

g
re

e
d
 u

p
o
n
 a

 c
a
n
d
id

a
te

 fo
r 

g
o

v
ern

o
r: state co

n
tro

ller H
o

u
sto

n
 I. 

F
lournoy, a 44-year-old form

er college 
professor and longtim

e liberal critic of 
R

eaganism
. T

hanks to that consensus, 
F

lo
u

rn
o

y
 is th

e fav
o

rite in
 th

e Ju
n

e 4
 

p
rim

ary
 an

d
 co

u
ld

 lead
. C

alifo
rn

ia's 
m

o
st lib

eral R
ep

u
b

lican
 tick

et sin
ce 

the early 1950s. 
W

h
at's m

o
re, so

m
e sh

rew
d
 D

em
o
-

cratic operatives long have seen F
lour-

n
o

y
 —

 in
d

ep
en

d
en

t, p
ro

g
ressiv

e an
d

 
scan

d
al-free—

as th
e o

n
e R

ep
u
b
lican

 
w

ho could buck the 1974 D
em

ocratic 
tide. If F

lournoy could score an upset, 
he w

ould instantly becom
e an im

por-
tant new

 factor in national politics. 
T

h
e im

m
ed

iate cau
se o

f th
ese re-

m
arkable developm

ents is not ideologi-
cal conversion but, oddly, preoccupa-
tio

n
 b

y
 R

eag
an

's fin
an

cial b
ack

ers 
w

ith
 h

is last-d
itch

 attem
p

t fo
r P

resi- 

dent, It w
as clear long ago that R

eag-
an

's am
b

itio
n

s co
n

flicted
 w

ith
 fro

n
t-

running L
t. G

ov. E
d R

einecke's becom
-

ing the nom
inee for governor. 

R
einecke, R

eagan's hand-picked lieu-
ten

an
t g

o
v

ern
o

r, is id
o

lized
 b

y
 rig

h
t-

w
ing R

eaganite precinct w
orkers. B

ut 
R

eagan fatcats, headed by m
illionaire 

auto dealer H
olm

es T
uttle of L

os A
n-

g
eles, b

ecam
e co

n
v
in

ced
 R

ein
eck

e 
co

u
ld

 n
o

t w
in

 in
 N

o
v

em
b

er w
h

en
 h

e 
b
ecam

e tan
g
en

tially
 in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e 

IT
T

 affair. W
hat m

akes electing a R
e-

publican governor so im
portant to the 

T
uttle group is their fear that a D

em
o-

cratic successor in S
acram

ento—
partic-

u
larly

 S
ecretary

 o
f S

tate E
d

m
u

n
d

 G
. 

B
row

n Jr.—
m

ight hurt R
eagan nation-

ally by slashing aw
ay at his record as 

governor. 
T

he T
uttle group's long, unavailing 

search for an alternative nearly settled 
o
n
 S

tate A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral E
v
elle 

Y
o
u
n
g
er b

u
t tu

rn
ed

 aw
ay

, p
artly

 b
e-

cause of unsubstantiated rum
ors about 

Y
o
u
n
g
e
r's fin

a
n

c
ia

l b
a
c
k
g
ro

u
n
d
. 

Y
o

u
n

g
e
r w

ith
d

re
w

 h
is n

a
m

e
 la

st 
m

onth. S
o did R

obert F
inch, deciding 

h
is clo

se asso
ciatio

n
 w

ith
 R

ich
ard

 
N

ixon ruled him
 out. 

T
hat left only conservative R

eineeke, 
d

a
rlin

g
 o

f th
e
 p

a
rty

 fa
ith

fu
l, a

n
d

 
F

lo
u
rn

o
y
, w

ith
 4

 p
er cen

t in
 last au

-
tum

n's polls. S
an F

rancisco industrial-
ist D

avid P
ackard (form

er D
eputy S

ec- 

retary of D
efense) sold F

lournoy to the 
T

uttle group. In return, F
lournoy gave 

this w
atery concession: A

s governor, 
he w

ould retain R
eagan's "good" pro- 

gram
s. 	

■ 
F

lournoy did not prom
ise to support 

R
eagan for P

resident. O
n the contrary, 

he had to prom
ise anti-R

eagan m
oney 

m
en, headed by industrialist L

eonard 
F

iresto
n
e, th

at h
e h

ad
 n

o
t m

ad
e an

y
 

presidential com
m

itm
ent to R

eagen. 
T

here are additional costs for F
lour-

noy in his rise from
 4 per cent obscur-

ity
. H

e w
as in

tellectu
ally

 o
p

p
o

sed
 to

 
R

eag
an

's p
ro

p
o

sed
 state tax

in
g

 lim
it 

b
u
t en

d
o
rsed

 it an
y
w

ay
. A

lth
o
u
g
h
 

F
lo

u
rn

o
y
 h

as b
een

 p
riv

ately
, o

ften
 

scathingly, critical of R
eagan's gover-

norship, he told a recent L
incoln D

ay 
dinner in S

an Jose: "H
e's been a darn 

good governor." 
W

h
ile F

lo
u

rn
o

y
 is p

u
b

licly
 n

eu
tral, 

friends w
hisper he w

ould prefer right-
w

in
g
 S

ta
te

 S
e
n
. Jo

h
n
 H

a
rm

e
r fo

r 
lieutenant governor (over form

er H
E

W
 

U
nder S

ecretary John G
. V

enem
an, a 

lo
n
g
tim

e F
lo

u
rn

o
y
 co

m
rad

e) to
 ap

-
pease the right. 

S
u
ch

 co
n
cessio

n
s h

av
e tarn

ish
ed

 
F

lournoy's independence, essential for 
h

im
 to

 b
u

ck
 th

e D
em

o
cratic tid

e. In
-

deed, D
em

ocratic leaders have started 
accusing him

 of selling out to R
eagan. 

T
h
e real w

o
n
d
erm

en
t, h

o
w

ev
er, is 

how
 R

eagan and friends can stom
ach 

F
lournoy, H

e rem
ains indicted forever 

in
 th

eir m
em

o
ries as a m

em
b
er o

f th
e 

N
elso

n
 R

o
ck

efeller d
eleg

atio
n
, d

e-
feated

 b
y
 B

arry
 G

o
ld

w
ater in

 th
e 

bloody 1964 C
alifornia prim

ary. 
M

o
reo

v
er, R

eag
an

 an
d
 F

lo
u
rn

o
y
 

h
av

e n
o
t seen

 each
 o

th
er in

 m
an

y
 

m
o

n
th

s. "T
h

e g
o

v
ern

o
r still h

ates 
F

lo
u
rn

o
y
's g

u
ts," a R

eag
an

 ad
v
iser 

to
ld

 u
s, "b

u
t h

e's a realist." 
B

ey
o
n
d
, realism

, th
e co

n
serv

ativ
e 

fervor of the 1964 G
oldw

ater and 1966 
R

eagan cam
paigns has diluted. G

rass 
ro

o
ts z

e
a
lo

ts h
a
v
e
 n

o
t re

c
o
v
e
re

d
 

fro
m

 th
e fall o

f S
p
iro

 T
. A

g
n
ew

 after 
his 

p
ro

fessio
n
s o

f in
n
o
cen

ce in
 L

o
s 

A
ngeles last sum

m
er. 

E
v
en

 so
, su

rv
iv

in
g
 d

ieh
ard

s are 
k
eep

in
g
 R

ein
eck

e in
 th

e race ag
ain

st 
F

lournoy despite his bizarre behavior 
(traveling to W

ashington to unsuccess-
fu

lly
 p

lead
 fo

r a clean
 b

ill o
f h

ealth
 

fro
m

 th
e sp

ecial p
ro

secu
to

r) an
d
 lo

ss 
o
f fin

an
cial b

ack
in

g
. If th

e sch
o
larly

 
F

lo
u
rn

o
y
 rem

ain
s th

reaten
ed

 b
y
 th

e 
m

ore flam
boyant R

elnecke, F
lournoy's 

aides m
ight seek R

eagan's personal en-
dorsem

ent. T
hat this is rem

otely con-
ceivable testifies to the havoc w

rought 
b
y
 W

aterg
ate o

n
 p

ristin
e R

ep
u
b
lican

 
conservatism

. 
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