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~ Urged for
Nixon Aides
Washington '

White House lawyers
should be permitted to ob-
serve and cross-examine
witnesses while they are
being questioned by the
House Judiciary Committee
in an investigation of possi-
ble grounds for impeach-
ment of President Nixon, the
committee’s ranking Repub-
lican said yesterday.

“I think that privilege
should be accorded if they
request if,”” Representative
Edward Hutchinson (Rep-
Mich.) said. He added that
James D. St. Clair, Presi-
dent Nixon’s top legal advis-
er, Specifically should be al-
lowed to do the cross-
examining. .

But Hutchinson empha-
sized that the subject of pos-
sible White House legal at-
tendance during interroga-
tion sessions “has not been
decided by the committee
and I don’t know how the
committee is going to re-
solve it.” . '

He was interviewed fol-
‘lowing the release Thursday
of a lengthy study by the
committee staff which con-
cluded that criminal acts
are not a necessary ingredi-
ent in an impeachment pro-
ceeding. A Justice Depart-
ment study, made public
Friday, gave a more resirie-
tive view on what constitut- .
ed an impeachable offense |
by a president.

- Hutchison was interviewed
following the release Thurs-
day of a lengthy study by the
binding.

Hutchingon, who rejected
the report’s conclusions, im-
mediately after it was is-
sued, repeated his stand that
he will support any request

for White House tapes and
documents so long as the
material is “relevant” to the ,‘
investigation. |
‘““The President has a right
to protect . . . his branch of
government from improper
demands on the part of ei-
ther of the other two
branches of government,”
he said.- 4
But he added that Con-

gress- has the constifutional ;
power: of impeachment to' |
upholdy “fwhich is a grand |
inquest of the nation.” )
“... In that role. the
House of Representatives, as
the grand inquisitor certain-
ly does have a right, I be-
lieve, to relevant informa-
tion touching upon possible
impeachable actions of the
President,” Hutchinson said.
The Michigan lawmaker
summed up his views by
saying: “Impeachment is -
something that will put the
country through a terrible
trauma and something that
should be avoided if at all
possible.” : i
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