
uch !Things 
 

.-A
te N

ot •D
0116 H

ere H
 e Said 

B
y Susan D

avidson 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 I heartily agree 
w

ith P
resident N

ixon's position in the 
S

tate o
f th

e U
n
io

n
 A

d
d
ress: "O

n
e 

m
easure, of a truly free, society is the 

vigor w
ith w

hich it protects the liber-
ties of its individual citizens" and that 
"as technology has advanced in A

m
er-

ica, it has increasingly encroached on 
one of those liberties; w

hat I term
 the 

right of personal privacy." 
I n

o
te w

ith
 g

reat in
terest th

at th
e 

P
resid

en
t w

en
t o

n
 to

 say
 th

at "th
e 

tim
e h

as co
m

e" to
 "erect n

ew
 safe-

g
u
ard

s to
 in

su
re" th

at th
e ,rig

h
t o

f 
privacy is respected, I agree, but for 
so

m
e o

f u
s it's a

 bit late. 
In

 1
9
6
9
 m

y
 h

u
sb

an
d
's h

o
m

e tele-
phone w

as w
iretapped at the direction 

of this P
resident. A

s I used our tele- 
p
h
o
n
e far m

o
re th

an
 h

e, I, to
o
, w

as 
being tapped. A

nd I'm
 outraged. 

A
t the tim

e, I had suspected that w
e 

w
ere tap

p
ed

 b
ecau

se o
f click

s an
d
 

• changes in volum
e on the line. W

hen 
I m

en
tio

n
ed

 th
is to

 m
y
 h

u
sb

an
d
, h

e 
accused sne of being slightly paranoid 

an
d
 said

 th
at su

ch
 th

in
g
s w

ere n
o
t 

done in this country. 
L

ong before I knew
 for certain that 

w
e w

ere tapped, I had becom
e very 

concerned about the lack of privacy 
in, this country. M

ust w
e know

 every-
th

in
g
 ab

o
u
t each

 o
th

er? Is th
ere n

o
 

sense of decency left? 
P

erhaps I'm
 m

ore uptight than m
ost 

p
eo

p
le ab

o
u
t p

riv
acy

. I feel v
ery

 
strongly that the public does not need 
to

 k
n
o
w

 w
h
eth

er o
r n

o
t G

o
v
ern

o
r 

W
allace is able to m

ove his bow
els 

voluntarily •and I do not believe that 
the G

overnm
ent has a right to have 

access to a private citizen's or a V
ice-

P
residential candidate's m

edical rec-
ords, and to m

ail, personal belongings, ' 
personal relationships, or conversa-
tions (on the telephone or other). T

hese 
are, o

r sh
o
u
ld

 b
e, v

ery
 p

riv
ate p

er-
sonal m

atters. 
U

nder no circum
stances w

hatsoever 
w

ould I read m
ail addressed to som

e-
one else, open another w

om
an's purse, 

lo
o
k
 at so

m
eo

n
e's ad

d
ress b

o
o
k
 o

r 
m

edicine chest, open a door w
ithout 

k
n
o
ck

in
g
, o

r eav
esd

ro
p
.' T

h
ese are 

basic principles of com
m

on decency 
instilled in m

e since childhood. 
T

h
in

k
in

g
 b

ack
 o

n
 th

e tim
e w

h
en

 

"M
y husband's telephone 

w
as w

iretapped. A
s I 

used our telephone far 
m

ore than he, I, too 
w

as being w
iretapped. 

A
nd, I'm

 outraged." 

o
u
r p

h
o
n
e w

as tap
p
ed

, fo
r n

atio
n
al. 

secu
rity

 p
u
rp

o
ses so

 I am
 to

ld
, I'm

 
trying to rem

em
ber w

hat I w
as doing 

in those days. M
y husband w

orked for 
the G

overnm
ent on sensitive national 

security affairs and I w
as w

orking on 
television docum

entaries, one on the 
subject of zoos and the other on rivers 
—

of great im
portance to the national 

security, no doubt. 
W

hom
 did I talk to over the phone? 

I w
ould have spoken to m

y husband 
(possibly and probably about very pri-
vate m

atters), fam
ily, friends, trades-

people, not to m
ention an inordinate 

am
ount of gossiping w

ith friends. T
he 

fact that these conversations w
ere re-

corded or m
onitored live and presum

- 

ably transcribed offends and infuriates, 
m

e. I cringe at the thought of the im
-

position 
 

 on those people w
ith w

hom
 

w
e talked w

hile being tapped. 
T

he w
ags m

ust be w
ondering w

hat 
"dirt" I have to hide. M

y answ
er is, 

plenty, because I regard conversations 
over the telephone as conversations 
betw

een tw
o people and no one else's 

business w
hatsoever. M

y argum
ents,  

w
ith

 m
y
, co

u
sin

 an
d
 th

e car rep
air 

shop, dinner-party post-m
ortem

s, or 
w

hatever., should be com
pletely priV

ate' 
and, to m

y thinking, if heard by 'ail-
other party autom

atically becom
e dirt. 

W
ives w

hO
se husbands choose to 

serve their country have to m
ake m

any 
sacrifices, w

hile enjoying som
e 'r'e7':',f 

w
ards. W

e involuntarily forfeited the 
rig

h
t to

 p
riv

acy
 an

d
 th

e rig
h
t to

 b
e 

left alone. W
hy should public servants 

be 'subjected to the illegality of w
ire-

tapping? O
n w

hat authority did w
e 

have to endure this unconscionable 
deprivation of civil rights? 

Sysan 
D

a
vid

so
n
, w

h
o
 

w
as born 

in •: 
E

n
g
la

n
d
, b

eca
m

e a
 U

n
ited

 S
ta

tes citi-
zen

 in
 1

9
6
4
. 

H
er husband, D

aniel L
. ., 

D
avidson, w

as a
 m

em
ber o

f th
e sta

ff 
of the N

ational S
ecu

rity C
ounci./. 


