WY [imes

DEHOGRATS S
QUCKNXONTEST.
ONIUPEACHNENT

Will Seek Watergate Data'
to Gauge His Cooperation:

By JAMES M. NAUGHTON '

Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Feb. 20 —
Democratic members of the
House Judiciary Committee de-
cided today to seek specific
items of Watergate evidencel
from the White House to test
President Nixon’s willingness to
cooperate with the House im-
peachment inquiry.
At a closed party caucus, the
committee’s Democratic major-
ity reportedly discussed the
likelihood of an eventual con-
frontation with the White
House over impeachment and
moved to bring this about
quickly. i

The Democrats also agreed
informally to adopt the position
that the White House had:no
authority to recommend or pass

Members of Judiciary Panel} -

J¢prompt conclusion of the in-
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sure continued confidentiality
of any evidence sought by the
Judiciary Committee,

Mr. Rodino, who had an-
nounced plans for a public
hearing tomorrow on the defini-
tion of impeachable miscon-
duct, said today that a 50-page
brief being prepared by Mr.

Implicit in such a request/Doar and the minority counsel,
would be the warning that fajl-|Albert E. Jenner Jr, should
ure, by the White House to| speak for itself.” Tthe‘ brief
comply voluntarily with it will be issued tomorrow by the

] committee, but without a
,would lead to the issuance of|formal meeting.
a committee subpoena. Mr. Doar and Mr. Jenner are

The committee . chairman,|{both reportedly prepared to
Representative Peter W. Rodino|contendd that the Constitution
Jr; Democrat of New Jersey,|provides for a broad view of
declined to tell newsmen how impeachment and that a Presi-
many days he believed the/dent may be held to account
White House should be given to|for actions that are contrary
comply. with the request. to the public interest but not
~“But Mr. Rodino said pointedly|necessarily indictable criminal
thit the committee wanted “to|offenses.
move along” with the inquiry|- The Justice Department has
to ‘meet White House and Re-|prepareq its own study, called
publican party demands for a “The Law of Impeachment,”
which is expected to advance
the more narrow view that a
President may be impeached
only for a serious violations of
criminal law.

Mr, Rodino told newsmen to-
day that individual members of
the committee would have to
reach their own conclusions
about what . constitutes im-
peachable misconduct. Asked if
the committee should seek the
Justice Department’s legal me-
morandum, Mr. Rodine bristled
and said:

“The committee on the
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’Iend‘ “of this week.

yestigation. s
i -Representative John F. Sei-
‘berling, Democrat of Ohio, said
Ithat the White House had been
inyolved in studying Watergate
evidence for a year and there.
fore ought to be able to re-
spond to the request ““as.fast
as they can produce the ma-
terial.”

At least one of the Demo-
crats, whose colleagues would
not identify him, was said to
have urged Mr. Doar to give
the .White House until next
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judgment on procedures :the
committee will follow in con-
ducting the investigation. :

Formal Request Urged *

The decisions reflected an ap-
parent stiffening of resolve
among the Democrats to dem-
onstrate, as Representative Rob-
ert F. Drinan of Massachusetts
later stated it, that “we’re: not
going to be pushed around” by
the White House. i

John M. Doar, the commit-

Thursday to supply the evi-

dence voluntarily. But Father|]udiciary is acting independent-

Drinan - . . ly. It has its own responsibility
bélljevréd ar;g %}gﬁig sifeld “thri_ under the Constitution. This
mature” to set any deadline. isn’t the Justice Department.

It O ' -
Procedural Issues tiLVSesjc’}} iy it Representg
The Democrats’ determina-| Mr. Rodino also said that

tion to accelerate the inquiry|the committee’s rules on handl-
was also illustrated by their|ing of, confidential evidence
reported consensus on two pro-|would be get by House custom
cedural issues that had been|and not to satisfy White House
debated within the commit- insistence on assurance that
tee for several weeks—how to|the material would not be
define impeachable misconduct|leaked to the press. )

by a President and how to as-| Under the plan approved by

theme.

2 . .
the Democrats today, and “ex- .
pected to be discussed by ‘the
full committee Friday, access
to the evidence would be lifnit-
ed initially to Mr. Rodino® _the .
panel’s ranking Republicas,
Edward Hutchinson of Mich-
igan; and Mr. Doar and Mr.
Jenner. They would preparevan -
index of the relevant eviderice,
and other members of the
committee would be permitted -
to examine it under conditibns
that would bar making copies
or taking noteaf T
Father Drinan said -.tHat -
some Democrats had asked
whether the secrecy Tules
were being set to “kow’ tow”
to Jim St. Clair,” but that Mr.
Rodino had said they wera“the
normal procedure followed, by
house committees when “dgal-
ing with classified docurment$.
Describing the tone of.ithe
Democratic caucus, Father Vng- '
wide-

an said there had heen v
spread anticipation that M. St.
Clair would use “dilatory tac-
tics” in representing the Presi-
dent and that a confrontation
with the White House was “in-
evitable.” He said it was
incumbent on the committed to
“demonstrate we're not going to
be delayed. We’re not - going
to be pushed around.” K :

Police Week in Toronto | -
Will Be Based on “Negd” °

TORONTO (Canadian PrE:ss)
— “We need our cops” is to
be the motto for this year’s
police week  in Canada, au-
thorities have announced,

The annual get-to-know-your-
policemen event is scheduled to |
be held in May. ‘ :

The program, yet to be drawn
up, will be more diverse than
last year’s “Cops are Tops”

The police week is aimed at
familiarizing the public with the
methods and purpcse of the po- °
lice and their work. . .

ltee’s special counsel en im
peachment, began general divs-"
cussions last week with James.
D. St. Clair, the. Pﬁesigéh;’s
special Watergate counsgl, -on

access by the panel to %a
House tape recordings ~a*r;d»dme-:,

uments.

Father Drinan,
Catholic priest, and other Dem-
ocrats who participated in the
caucus today said that they
had pressed Mr, Doar to make,
‘instead, a formal request for
specific items of evidence and
thus resolve uncertainty about
Mr. Nixon’s willingness to co-

a Roman|

operate. Mr. Doar reportedly

told the Democrats that he
hoped to submit a request to;
Mr. St. Clair in writing by the;
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