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WASHINGTON, Feb. 19 -
The Senate Watergate Commit-
tee decided today not to hold 
further public hearings. 

The committee, which burst 
into the national spotlight last 
spring with spectacular tele-
vised sessions, backed off the 
center stage this afternoon 
without fanfare. 

The chairman, Senator Sam 
J. Ervin Jr., who became

, 
 a ce-

lebrity during the height of the 
hearings, emerged from a half-
hour private committee meet-
ing and, standing in a bleak 
corridor in the Capitol, read a 
three - page statement to re-
porters. 

Meanwhile, Chief Judge John 
J. Sirica said that he had ob-
tained an agreement among 
lawyers from all sides to halt 
public statements over findings 
of the court-appointed panel of 
electronics experts that is in-
vestigating subpoenaed Presi-
dential tapes. Page 14.] 
The Watergate hearings are 

being ended, Mr. Ervin, a North, 
Carolina Democrat, said, because 
"the committee believes that it 
should be careful not to interfere 
unduly withthe ongoing impeach-
ment process of the House Ju-
diciary Committee or the crim-
inal cases which will soon be 
prosecuted by the special pros-
ecutor, on which the attention 
of the country appears now to 
be focused." 

Panel's Life Extended 
Senator Ervin said that, be-

tween now and the end of May, 
the committee would continue 
to investigate various allega-
tions, pursue its court case to 
gain access to the White House 
tape recordings and prepare its 
final report. Later, by voice 
vote, the Senate agreed to ex-
tend the committee's life until 
May 28. 

All seven Senators agreed to 
terminate the public proceed-
ings. However, Senator Edward • 

1J. Gurney, Republican of Flor-
ida, voted against the decision; 
to continue 'investigations and 
to delay issuing the final.report 
for three months. 

Samuel Dash, the committee's 
chief counsel, said that in the 
weeks ahead the panel would 
release transcripts of private 
sessions with witnesses in mat-
ters that have not been the 
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Rebozo, and the contributions 
by the dairy industry to the 
Nixon re-election campaign. 

Mr. Ervin said that Mr. Re-
bozo, who has refused to com-
ply with a committee subpoena 
of certain documents, would 
be called to testify under oath 
before the committee's investi-
gators. 

For nearly three months—
from last May 17 to Aug. 7—
the Watergate hearings, broad-
cast live •on commercial tele-
vision during the day and re-
played on public television at 
night, captured the attention of 
much of the nation. 

The seven Senators on the'  
committee and such witnesses 

• as John W. Dean 3d, John N. 
' Mitchell, John D. Ehrlichman 
and H. R. Haldeman became 
familiar faces from coast to 
coast. 

After recessing through, the 
rest of August and most of 
September, the committee re-
sumed public hearings briefly 
last fall, but the testimony was 
much less dramatic. As interest 
in the proceedings waned, they 
were dropped by the television 
networks. 

Hinged on Mitchell Trial 
Since Thanksgiving, Senator 

Ervin and Mr. Dash have in-
sisted repeatedly that public 
hearings would resume and 
that they would delve into the 
Hughes-Rebozo matter and the 
contributions from milk pro-
ducers. 

On Jan. 23, by a straight 
party - line vote, the panel 
agreed to hold two weeks of 
public sessions. The four Dem-
ocratic Senators voted for the 
additional hearings and the 
Three Republicans voted 
against them. 	, 

Three days later, Senator 
Ervin announced that the 
planned hearings would be 
postponed until a jury was 

selected in the New York trial 
of Mr. Mitchell, the former 
Attorney General, and Maurice 
H. Stans, the former Com-
merce Secretary. 

According to committee of-
ficials, the decision today not 
to hold more hearings was the 
result of one key factor: Sena-
tor Ervin changed his mind. 

These officials noted that the 
other three Democrats on the 
panel had been none too en-
thusiastic about further hear-
ings. But Mr. Ervin wanted 
them, these sources said, and, 
as often happens in the Senate, 
the Democratic Senators ac-
ceded to their chairman's wish-es. 

The officials speculated that 
there were two principal rea-
sons for Mr. Ervin's change 
of heart. 

The first, they said, was that 
the investigators had devel-
oped little consequential infor-
mation that had not already 
been reported. 

The second, they said, was 
a statenvnt Feb. 8 by Judge 
Gerhard A. Gesell of the 'Unit-
ed States District Court here. 
In dismissing the committee's 
suit to gain access to White 
House. tapes, Judge Gesell 
praised the work of the com-
mittee thus far but declared: 

"Surely • the time 'has come 
to question whether it is in the 
public interest for the criminal 
investigative aspects of its 
Work to go forward in the 
blazing atmosphere of ex parte 
publicity directed to issues that 
are immediately and intimately 
related to pending criminal 
proceedings." 

Since further Watergate in-
dictments areexpected by the 
end of this month, Senator Er-
vin, a former judge, was said 
to have been impressed by that 
reasoning. 

Nonetheless, he was said to 
be adamant about appealing 
Judge Gesell's decision to dis-
miss the suit because of poten-
tial pretrial publicity. A notice 
of appeal is expected to be 
filed this week. 

It was considered likely that 
the committee's lawyers would 
argue that, since no more pub-
lic hearings were planned, the 
possibility of publicity that 
might damage the rights of de-
fendants would be limited. 
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