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White House lawyers James D. St. Clair, left, and J. Fred Buzhardt talk to reporters after meeting with judge. 

Hearing Slated 9n Nixon Subpoena 
Th e written documents, tion to dismiss the indictments that former White House aide 

—"is on as far "as we're con-
cerned:" He said the judge 
had not yet received Greene's 
letter. 

In a court deposition, Ehrl-
ichman's California lawyers 
contend that "at the time of 
the offenses charged" the de 
fendants were members of the 
Special Investigation Unit (the 
"plumbers" approved by the 
President. "The principal pur-
pose of the unit was to stop se-
curity leaks and to investigate 
other sensitive security mat-
ters," the deposition said. 

Referring to Mr. Nixon's 
public defense of the unit last 
May 22, the deposition says 

By Eugene L. Ile,yer 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

D.C. Superior Court Chief 
Judge Harold H. Greene has 
scheduled a special March 15 
hearing on whether President 
Nixon should have to testify 
in a California trial stemming 
from the burglary at the office 
of Daniel Ellsberg's psychia-
trist. 

Greene, vidao signed a sepa-
rate order assigning himself to 
the case, gaVo White House 
lawyers until Tuesday to file 
"appropriate pleadings, papers 
and memoranda." 

Lawyers for defendants 
John D. Ehrliehman, G. Gor-
don Liddy and David Young 
were given until March $ to 
reply. with the President's 
lawyers having until March 13 
to submit final written state-
ments on the "Legal and fac- 
tual issues." 	 • 	1 The White House has said, 
that Mr. Nixon has no inten-
tion of going to Los Angeles 
to testify in the case involving 
the September, 1971, burglary 
of the offices of Dr. Lewis 
Fielding. 

In Los Angeles, California 
Superior Court Judge Gordon 
Ringer on Jan. 30 declared Mr. 
Nixon "a material witness for 
the defense" and ordered him 
to appear at a Feb. 25 pre-trial 
hearing and at the trial, sched-
uled to begin April 15.  

mailed from  Los Angeles 
Feb. 4, did not arrive at Dist, 
trict of Columbia Superior 
Court until late Friday, Feb. 
15. "Unfortunately," Judge 
Greene wrote ,Ringer Satur-
day, "the delay the documents 
apparently encountered while 
en route .. . as well as the ob-
vious needs of parties to have 
sufficient time to prepare and 
file papers ... have rendered 
it impossible for this court to 
make a decision ... prior to 
your hearing." 

Judge Ringer's law clerk, 
Larry Fidler, said in a tele-
phone interview that the Feb. 
25 pretrial hearing—on a mot- 

Egil (Bud) Krogh Jr. "was told 
by the President that as a 
matter of first priority the 
unit should find out all it 
could about Mr. Ellsberg's as-
sociates and motives." 

Normally, the local prosecu-
tor requests a hearing4 on an 
out-of-state subpoena. in this 
case, the. U.S. attorney's, of-
fice sent the papers to the of-
fice of the Watergate special 
prosecutor, who also declined. 
Finally, Ehrlichman's Wash-
ington lawyers asked Greene 
to hold the hearing on 
whether- the President is a 
witness "material and neces-
sary" to their case. 


