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Dispute on Impeachment Rules 
Washington 

Attorneys for the White 
House and the House im-
peachment inquiry are in 
apparent disagreement 
about the fundamental na-
ture of the inquiry. 

During a 11/2-hour private 
briefing of the House Judi-
ciary Committee on the first 
meeting .between the two 
sides, counsels to the com-
mittee reported yesterday 
that the President's lawyer, 
James D. St. Clair, took the 
position that the matter is 
an adversary proceeding in 
which t h e White House 
should have the right to file 
counterbriefs on legal points 
developed in the inquiry and  

to cross-examine witnesses. 

Committee attorneys re-
jected this concept a n d 
argued that the inquiry is a 
"search for the truth" and 
not a lawsuit. 

Both committee attorneys, 
John Doar and Albert E. 
Jenner, were careful t o 
characterize th e meeting 
with St Clair as "cordial." 
They detected, as Jenner 
said, "no element of non-
cooperation whatsoever." 

However, each alluded to 
the conflicting view of the 
inquiry. 

"There was some sparring 
actually," Jenner told news-
men, referring to the ques-

-- 

tion of whether the inquiry 
is an adversary proceeding, 
"but it was pleasant." 

Doar pointed out that he 
and Jenner had tried to im-
press on the President's law-
yer that the inquiry "is not 
like a lawsuit, but it is a 
search for the truth." 

The White House, howev-
er, put forward the argu-
ment that it should he al-
lowed to file legal briefs in 
argument of such issues as 
what an impeachable of-
fense is and have the right 
to cross-examine witnesses, 
should the committee decide 
to call any. 

The importance of such a  

position, should it prevail, Is 
that it would allow attorneys 
for the President to ehal-
lenge, and perhaps, delay 
each step of the inquiry. 

Members of the commit-
tee reported that during the 
private briefing both Jenner 
and Doar told them they had 
rejected the concept o f 
cross-examination and ar-
gued that "Congress is su-
preme in this area." 

The attorneys also indicat-
ed a special interest in the 
question of the President's 
personal finances in their 
private report to the com-
mittee. 
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