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R
a
v
ta
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d
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M
r. N

ixor 9s 

B
oycott 

Prediction 

M
r. N

ixon's hint about the boycott ending "torpedoed
, all the quiet diplom

acy." 

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o

n
's d

ram
atic h

in
t o

f 
an early end of the oil boycott, follow

-
in

g
 h

eav
y
 W

h
ite H

o
u
se p

ressu
re o

n
 

K
in

g
 F

a
isa

l o
f S

a
u

d
i A

ra
b

ia
, n

o
w

 
th

reaten
s to

 b
ack

lash
 o

n
 M

r. N
ix

o
n

, 
so

u
r relatio

n
s w

ith
 th

e w
o
rld

's to
p
 o

il 
' producer and lengthen the boycott. 

T
ru

e, th
e P

resid
en

t's o
p
tim

istic p
re-

diction on Jan. 30 echoed S
ecretary of 

S
tate H

en
ry

 K
issin

g
er o

n
 Jan

. 2
2
, 

w
hen he forecast lifting of the boycott 

b
efo

re M
arch

 4
. B

u
t in

 th
e w

o
rd

s o
f 

o
n

e A
rab

 d
ip

lo
m

at: "W
h

en
 K

issin
g

er 
sp

e
a
k
s, th

a
t's o

n
e
 th

in
g
; w

h
e
n
 th

e
 

P
resid

en
t sp

eak
s, th

at's so
m

eth
in

g
 

v
ery

 d
ifferen

t." 

T
h
e b

ack
g

ro
u
n
d

 o
f th

e P
resid

en
t's 

cheering hint in his S
tate of the U

nion 
address, "I can announce tonight that I 
have been assured" of a m

eeting of the 
A

rab oil states, is a revealing study of 
a P

resid
en

t d
esp

erately
 an

d
 d

an
g
er-

o
u
sly

 p
ressin

g
 h

is lu
ck

 to
 fin

d
 g

o
o
d
 

n
ew

s fo
r th

e v
o

ters —
 w

ith
 h

ig
h

ly
 

dam
aging results. 

T
he key figure backstage w

as Jam
es 

A
kins, A

rab-w
ise U

.S
. am

bassador to 
S

audi A
rabia. A

kins m
ade at least tw

o  

urgent visits to the king's palace in R
i-

yadh. T
he first follow

ed sim
ilar, strong 

urgings by P
resident A

nw
ar S

adat of 
E

gypt. W
ith Israel beginning its w

ith-
draw

al from
 the S

uez C
anal, S

adat al-
m

ost begged F
aisal to throw

 his con-
siderable w

eight in the A
rab w

orld be-
hind a m

ove to end the boycott. 
F

aisal w
as encouraging. A

t the next 
m

eeting of the A
rab oil states, he told 

A
k

in
s, S

au
d

i A
rab

ia w
o

u
ld

 fo
rm

ally
 

propose an end of the boycott. B
ut, thg 

king added, he could not be certain the 
proposal W

ould carry. T
he phrase he 

used in A
kins —

 in
-shallah 

—
 m

eans, 
in

 effect, "w
e'll w

o
rk

 so
m

eth
in

g
 o

u
t, 

but don't call us; w
e'll call you." 

T
he king's m

essage: don't put public 
pressure on S

audi A
rabia, because that 

w
ill underm

ine• efforts to end the boy-
cott. 

A
kins dutifully inform

ed W
ashing-

ton. M
r. N

ixon, sensing political m
ile-

ag
e, d

em
an

d
ed

 clearan
ce to

 u
se th

at 
h
o
p
efu

l m
essag

e in
 h

is S
tate o

f th
e 

U
n

io
n

 sp
eech

, th
o

u
g

h
t at th

e W
h

ite 
H

o
u
se to

 b
e v

ital to
 th

e P
resid

en
t's 

survival. 
B

ut S
tate' D

epartm
ent A

rab experts  

w
ell k

n
ew

 th
at an

y
 p

resid
en

tial fo
re-

cast w
ould em

barrass the strongly pro-
U

.S
. F

aisal w
ith such m

ilitant anti-U
.S

. 
A

rab states as S
yria and L

ibya. T
hey 

protested. S
o A

kins w
as ordered to ob-

tain the king's private assurance. 

T
hough angered at being subjected 

to
 su

ch
 p

ressu
re, F

aisal relu
ctan

tly
 

g
av

e h
is co

n
sen

t. A
t th

e sam
e tim

e, 
how

ever, he m
ade clear to A

kins that 
an

y
 p

u
b
lic p

ro
n
o
u
n
cem

en
t fro

m
 th

e 
P

resid
en

t w
o
u
ld

 b
e h

u
rtfu

l. A
s a re-

sult, the overw
helm

ing S
tate D

epart-
m

en
t co

n
sen

su
s w

as th
at an

y
 h

in
t o

f 
im

m
in

en
t term

in
atio

n
 o

f th
e b

o
y
co

tt 
w

o
u
ld

 b
o
o
m

eran
g
. S

o
m

e d
ip

lo
m

ats 
w

ere consequently flabbergasted w
hen 

they heard M
r. N

ixon's actual w
ords. 

• 
T

h
at to

rp
ed

o
ed

 all th
e q

u
iet d

ip
lo

-
m

acy
. A

s o
f th

is w
ritin

g
, th

e S
au

d
is 

probably w
ill not sponsor the proposal 

fo
r en

d
in

g
 th

e b
o

y
co

tt at th
e F

eb
. 1

4
 

m
eetin

g
 in

 T
rip

o
li p

recisely
 b

ecau
se 

M
r. N

ixon insisted on going public. In-
stead

, E
g

y
p

t o
r so

m
e lesser o

il state 
such as A

bu D
habi w

ill have to carry 
the fight w

ith m
em

bers of the O
rgani-

zatio
n
 o

f A
rab

 P
etro

leu
m

 E
x
p
o
rtin

g
 

C
ountries (O

A
P

E
C

). 

In fact, the boycott now
 m

ay last un-
til Israel and S

yria agree on troop dis-
engagem

ent. T
hat could be w

eeks or 
m

onths aw
ay. 

T
he ineptitude of M

r. N
ixon's deci-

sion to put F
aisal on the spot, know

ing 
it w

o
u

ld
 ex

p
o

se th
e k

in
g

 to
 m

ilitan
t 

A
rab

 ch
arg

es {h
at h

e is really
 U

n
cle 

S
am

's m
an, m

ust be view
ed against the 

original intent of the oil boycott. W
hen 

voted by O
A

P
E

C
 O

ct. 17 in an unprec-
edented display of A

rab - unity, it w
as 

to continue until all Israeli troops left.. 
all occupied A

rab territory. 

Y
et S

au
d
i A

rab
ia h

ad
 p

riv
ately

 
ag

reed
 to

 tak
e th

e lead
 in

 en
d
in

g
 th

e 
boycott even before com

pletion of the 
first stage of Israeli pullback. 

Instead of accepting F
aisal's plea for 

in
-shallah, 

h
o
w

ev
er, th

e P
resid

en
t 

needlessly stockpiled adversity for the 
sake of short-term

 political gain. T
he 

w
ay

 to
 en

d
 th

e o
il b

o
y
co

tt is to
 sto

p
 

talking, about it from
 the W

hite H
ouse 

and give K
ing F

aisal the elbow
 room

 
h
e n

eed
s to

 h
an

d
le h

is o
w

n
 p

o
litical 

problem
s. 
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