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T
yping error exposed P

entagon spying 
B

y T
hom

as B
. R

oss 
C

hicago Sun-T
im

es 

W
A

SH
IN

G
T

O
N

 —
 A

 m
inor typing error by 

a N
avy clerk led to the discovery of m

ilitary 
spying inside the W

hite H
ouse, according to 

still-secret testim
ony to the Senate A

rm
ed Serv-

ices C
om

m
ittee. 

T
he clerk, yoetnan C

harles E
. R

adford, 
w

as accused on the basis of the error of leak-
ing top secret docum

ents to the press. A
 fur-

ther investigation revealed he w
as involved in 

the unauthorized transfer of H
enry K

issinger's 
private papers to the P

entagon. 

T
he startling chain of events w

as laid out 
for the com

m
ittee behind closed doors W

ednes-
day in testim

ony by K
issinger and A

dm
. T

ho-
m

as H
. M

oorer, chairm
an of the Joint C

hiefs of 
S

taff. 

C
om

m
ittee sources said K

issinger's and 
M

oorer's testim
ony traced the follow

ing se-
quence of events in the explosive case: 

In D
ecem

ber, 1971, R
adford took a m

em
o 

from
 his boss, R

ear A
dm

. R
ebert O

. W
elander, 

the liaison officer betw
een K

issinger's N
ational 

S
ecurity C

ouncil staff and M
oorer's JC

S
 staff. 

T
he m

em
o. outlining possible U

.S
. m

ilitary 

M
oves in the India-Pakistan w

ar, w
as based on 

K
issinger's instructions to the W

ashington 
S

pecial A
ction G

roup, the m
inutes of w

hose 
m

eetings had been routinely circulated to W
e-

lender. 

In transcribing the m
em

o, R
adford m

ade a 
typing error that W

elander noticed later. S
ub-

sequently, colum
nist Jack A

nderson published 
a series of articles quoting the W

SA
G

 m
inutes. 

O
ne of his colum

ns  contained the sam
e error 

that w
as in R

adford's transcription. 

W
elander spotted the coincidence and w

ent 
to G

en. A
lexander M

. H
aig Jr., then K

issinger's 
ch

ief assistan
t, to

 alert h
im

 to
 th

e fact th
at 

R
adford w

as probably the source of the em
bar-

rassing India-P
akistan leaks. 

O
n
 K

issin
g
er's o

rd
ers, H

aig
 tu

rn
ed

 th
e 

m
atter over to John D

. E
heichm

an, w
ho w

as 
then in charge of internal security in the W

hite 
H

o
u
se. E

h
rlich

m
'an

 d
irected

 th
e secu

rity
 

"plum
bers" to investigate. 

T
he plum

bers discovered that R
adford w

as, 
like A

nderson, a M
orm

on and that the tw
o m

en 
attended the sam

e church in W
ashington. R

ad-
ford, then 28, had also served in India and 
w

as thought to have developed strong pro-
Indian sym

pathies, such that he m
ight have  

been angered by the W
S

A
G

 m
inutes w

hich 
show

ed that P
resident N

ixon w
as "tilting" to-

w
ard Pakistan w

hile publicly proclaim
ing neu-

trality, 

T
hat, and the coincidence of error in the 

W
elander m

em
o and the A

nderson colum
n, led 

the plum
bers to conclude that R

adford w
as 

guilty. In the process of interrogating R
adford 

and W
elander, the plum

bers also -learned that 
the tw

o had been funneling other of K
issinger's 

papers to the JC
S

. 

• In other w
ords, in fingering R

adford in the 
A

nderson leak, W
elander unw

ittingly im
plicat-

ed him
self in the larger leak to the Pentagon. 

Irate, K
issinger ordered the m

ilitary liaison 
office closed and had W

elander and R
adford 

shipped out of W
ashington: 

• T
he • plum

bers-  report -- w
hich . has been 

w
ithheld by N

ixon's W
hite H

ouse counsel from
 

K
issinger, M

oorer and the com
m

ittee—
is said 

to have accused M
oorer of being know

ingly in 
volvedin the spying activities. 

T
he plum

bers reportedly charged that R
ad-

ford rifled K
issinger's briefcase during the re-

turn trip from
 his first visit to C

hina in 1971. 
R

adford also w
as accused of lifting Iiaig's pa-

pers on a trip later that year to S
outheast A

sia. 


