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axon 	Tapes 
Must Stay Secret 

WaAington 

.President Nixon told a federal judge in a letter yesterdaj that giving tape retottlings to the Senate Watergate committee would infringe on 'the confi-dentiality of his office and possibly prejudice trim- 
to have been an important inal trials. 	
part of Mr. Nixon's decision 
to dismiss Cox, 

The Watergate grand jury 
has already heard four of 
the tapes and the fifth has 
been turned over to Jawor-
ski. 

In his letter, Mr. Nixon la-
beled the Senate action 
"political" and said it was 
"inappropriate for resolu-
tion by the judicial branch." 
He reasserted his claim that 
turning over the  tapes 
"would not be in the nation-
al interest." 

Four tapes sought by the 
Senate Committee are the 
same tapes C o x sought. 
They are: 

• Sept. 15, 1972—A con-
veTsation between MTVNix-
on, former counsel John W. 
Dean III and H.R.„,Halde-
man, former White House 
chief of staff. Dean has testi-
fied that the  President 
complimented h i m on a 
"good job" in containing the 
extent of the investigation 
into the Watergate burglary. 
Haldeman has contradicted 
that version in his testi-
mony. 

• March 13, 1973 — The 
same three men met and 

i 'Dean claimed there was talk 
of executive clemency and 

of $1 million to, be raised to 
buy the silence of the origin-
al seven Watergate trial de-
fendants. Both the President 
and Haldeman have denied 
such a conversation. 

March 31, 1973 — Two 
separate tapes made that 
day are sought. The first 
includes Mr. Nixon, Halde-
man and Dean. All accounts 
agree they talked solely of 
Watergate and that Dean 
spoke of a "cancer" on the 
presidency. The second 
meeting included John D. 
Ehrlichman, former assist-
ant to the President, and the 
cnversation covered only 
Watergate. 

New York Times 

The President's pion 
was stated in a five - para-
graph letter to U.S. District 
Judge Gerhard A. Gesell. 
The judge is attempting to 
decide whether to order Mr. 
Nixon to comply with a Sen-
ate subpoena for five tapes 
made of conversations in the 
President's office. 

Mr. Nixon declared that, 
unlike using the tapes in se-
cret before a grand jury, the 
Senate "has made knomin its 
intentions to make these ma-
terials public." 

The President said that 
"the publication of all these 
tapes to the world at largo 
would seriously infringe 
upon the principle of confi-
dentiality, which is vital to 
the performance of my con-
stitutional responsibilities as 
President." 

Mr. Nixon added, "It is in-
cumbent upon me to be sen-
sitive to the possible adverse 
effects upon ongoing and 
forthcoming criminal pro-
ceedings should the contents 
of these subpoenaed conver- 
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sations be made public at an 
inappropriate time." 

Special Watergate prose-
cutor Leon Jaworski, asked 
by the court to comment on 
possible effects on criminal 
trials of going ahead with 
th e subpoenas, conceded 
that four of the five tapes 
sought would be "important 
and material evidence" at 
future criminal trials. How-
ever, he took no position on 
the advisability of turning 
the tapes over to the Senate 
Watergate committee. 

Four of the tape r(Nord-
lugs sought in the Senate 
subpoena were originally 
sought by former special 
prosecutor Archibald Cox. 
The tapes demand was said 


