
M
agazine R

eportedly P
ays O

ver $1 00,000 to Serialize A
gnew

 N
ovel 

B
y E

R
IC

 P
A

C
E

 
T

he L
adies H

om
e Journal has 

a
g
re

e
d
 to

 se
ria

liz
e
 S

p
iro

 F
. 

A
g
n
ew

's first n
o
v
el w

ith
 th

e 
in

itial ex
cerp

t ap
p

earin
g

 in
 th

e 
M

ay
 issu

e, p
u

b
lish

in
g

 in
d

u
stry

 
in

fo
rm

an
ts rep

o
rted

 y
esterd

ay
. 

T
h
e fo

rm
er V

ice P
resid

en
t 

w
as said

 to
 h

av
e b

een
 w

o
rk

in
g

 
o

n
 th

e
 b

o
o

k
 fo

r a
b

o
u

t fo
u

r 
h

o
u

rs a d
ay

, altern
ately

 d
ictat-

in
g

 an
d

 w
ritin

g
 in

 p
en

cil o
n

 
yellow

 legal pads. 
T

h
ere w

ere in
d
icatio

n
s th

at 
the m

agazine w
as paying m

ore 
th

an
 $

1
0

0
,0

0
0

 fo
r th

e serial 
rig

h
ts to

 th
e b

o
o

k
, alth

o
u

g
h

 it 
is n

o
t y

et co
m

p
leted

 an
d
 th

ere 
w

as no indication of w
hen suc-

ceed
in

g
 in

stallm
en

ts are to
 ap

-
p

ear. T
h

e first ex
cerp

t, a so
rt 

o
f p

rev
iew

, is to
 b

e less th
an

 
5,000 w

ords long, it w
as under-

stood. 
A

n outline of the entire book, 
a sam

p
le ch

ap
ter, an

d
 so

m
e 

ch
aracter sk

etch
es h

av
e b

een
 

su
b
m

itted
 to

 sev
eral h

ard
-co

v
-

er b
o
o
k
 p

u
b
lish

ers in
 th

e last 
few

 d
ay

s, th
e so

u
rces ad

d
ed

, 
and M

r. A
gnew

 has hired S
cott 

M
ered

ith
, a p

ro
m

in
en

t literary
 

ag
en

t w
h

o
se clien

ts in
clu

d
e 

N
orm

an M
ailer. 

V
aried

 o
p
in

io
n
s o

f M
r. A

g
-

n
ew

's literary
 sk

ills w
ere ex

-
p

ressed
 in

 p
u

b
lish

in
g

 circles 
yesterday, but he w

as described 
as b

ein
g
 a b

risk
 w

riter, free o
f 

w
riter's b

lo
ck

s, fascin
ated

 b
y

 
d
ia

lo
g
u
e
 a

n
d
 p

lo
ttin

g
 te

c
h
-

n
iq

u
e
s, a

n
d
 h

o
p
in

g
 to

 w
rite

 
m

o
re b

o
o
k
s in

 th
e fu

tu
re. 

L
ast m

o
n
th

 R
an

d
o
m

 H
o
u
se 

turned dow
n M

r. A
gnew

's pro-
posal for publishing an untitled 
su

sp
en

se n
o

v
el ab

o
u

t a V
ice 

P
resident w

ith P
residential am

-
b
itio

n
s. R

o
b
ert L

. B
ern

stein
, 

p
re

sid
e
n
t o

f th
e
 p

u
b
lish

in
g
 

h
o
u
se said

 "it w
as n

o
t su

itab
le 

fo
r th

e R
an

d
o
m

 H
o
u
se list" o

f 
published books. 

B
u
t y

esterd
ay

 a p
ro

m
in

en
t 

publishing figure w
ho had seen 

th
e o

u
tlin

e an
d

 o
th

er m
aterial 

su
b

m
itted

 b
y

 M
r. A

g
n

ew
 said

 
"H

e's asto
n
ish

in
g
ly

 g
o
o
d
; it's 

g
o
in

g
 to

 b
e a fin

e p
ro

fessio
n
al 

novel." A
nother publishing ex-

ecu
tiv

e said
, "It's n

o
t a first 

class m
an

u
scrip

t th
at liv

es in
 

your m
em

ory." 
A

t least th
ree w

o
m

en
 ch

ar-
acters fig

u
re in

 th
e n

o
v
el, in

 
w

h
ich

 a v
ice p

resid
en

t is d
e-

ceiv
ed

 b
y
 m

ilitan
t Iran

ian
 n

a. 
tio

n
alists w

h
o
 w

ish
 to

 fo
rce a 

c
o
n
fro

n
ta

tio
n
 b

e
tw

e
e
n
 th

e
 

U
n

ited
 S

tates an
d

 th
e S

o
v

iet 
U

n
io

n
, th

e so
u
rces said

. 
T

h
ey

 are th
e fictio

n
al V

ice 
P

resid
en

t's secretary
, w

h
o
 is 

h
a
v
in

g
 a

 ro
m

a
n
c
e
 w

ith
 th

e
 

hea of his S
ecret S

ervice guard; 
th

e fictio
n

al V
ice P

resid
en

t's 
w

ife
, a

 so
c
ie

ty
 fig

u
re

 w
h
o
 

sp
en

d
s m

u
ch

 tim
e in

 P
h

ilad
el-

phia; and a w
om

an w
ho is S

ec-
retary of H

ealth, E
ducation and 

W
elfare. O

n
e ed

ito
r said

 th
at 

th
e o

u
tlin

e h
in

ted
 th

at sh
e w

as 
h
av

in
g
 a lo

v
e affair w

ith
 th

e 
fictio

n
al V

ice P
resid

en
t. 

N
o
 co

m
m

en
t o

n
 th

e rep
o
rts 

w
as av

ailab
le y

esterd
ay

 fro
m

 
th

e
 fo

rm
e
r V

ic
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t's 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
 o

ffice, w
h
ere h

e 
w

as rep
o
rted

 to
 b

e w
ritin

g
 th

e 
n

o
v

el. T
h

e o
ffice staff h

as re-
p
eated

ly
 d

eclin
ed

 to
 co

m
m

en
t 

o
n

 M
r. A

g
n

ew
's literary

 activ
i-

ties, w
h
ich

 h
e b

eg
an

 afte th
e 

resig
n

ed
 in

 O
cto

b
er fo

llo
w

in
g

 
h
is p

lead
in

g
 o

f n
o
 co

n
test to

 a 
ch

arg
e o

f in
co

m
e-tax

 ev
asio

n
. 

E
d
ito

rs at th
e L

ad
ies H

o
m

e 
Jo

u
rn

al co
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e reach
ed

 
fo

r co
m

m
en

t late y
esterd

ay
. 

B
eau

ty an
d

 th
e R

ed
 T

ap
e 

N
IA

G
A

R
A

 F
A

L
L

S
, O

nt. (A
P

) 
—

M
iss U

niverse for 1973, M
aris 

M
argaretta M

oran of the P
hilip-

p
in

e
s, a

rriv
e
d

 fo
r a

 lo
o

k
 a

t 
N

iagara F
alls from

 the C
anadi- E

x
ecu

tiv
es at 

M
r. 

M
eredith's 

F
ifth

 A
v
en

u
e o

ffice w
ere u

n
a-

vailable for com
m

ent, and none 
w

as forthcom
ing from

 the heads 
o
f th

e
 p

u
b
lish

in
g
 h

o
u
se

s to
 

W
h
ich

 th
e n

o
v
el p

ro
p
o
sal w

as 
subm

itted in recent days, w
ith-

o
u
t an

y
 sp

ecific m
in

im
u
m

 b
id

 
being required. 

T
h

e co
n

cern
s w

ere u
n

d
er-

stood to include H
olt, R

inehart 
an

d
 W

in
sto

n
; S

im
o
n
 &

 S
ch

u
s-

ter; W
illiam

 M
orrow

 &
 C

o.; and 
A

theneum
. 

A
t least one of the publishers 

w
as said to have decided not to 

b
id

 o
n

 th
e
 n

o
v

e
l, b

u
t o

th
e
rs 

w
ere rep

o
rted

ly
 co

n
tem

p
latin

g
 

su
b
stan

tial o
ffers. 

an
 sid

e, b
u

t fo
u

n
d

 sh
e h

ad
 left 

her passport and C
anadian visa 

in
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

. B
u

t cu
sto

m
s o

f-
ficials w

aiv
ed

 reg
u
latio

n
s an

d
 

allo
w

ed
 h

er to
 en

ter C
an

ad
a 

fo
r a 9

0
-m

in
u

te v
isit. 
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