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House Officials Pledge to

. S

Search for All Available [t
Data on Impeachment |
By JAMES M. NAUGHTON  |f
~ -Speciel to The New. York Times 0

WASHINGTON, Feb. 5—Sen-|¢
i6r officials of the House Ju-|n
diciary Committee pledged to-|F
day’ to seek all available evi- Y
dence to reach a “fair and g
impartial” judgment of Presi-
dent Nixon’s conduct in office.|n
'“The assurances, offered on|t
the. eve of a House vote on a{l
resolution granting broad sub-|7
“poena powers to the commit-|,,
tee, appeared designed to re-
but White House suggestionsd
that.the impeachment inquiry(F

was a partisan venture,

At a two-hour closed brief-
ing for the committee, John M.
Doar, the special counsel on im-
peachment, said that six inves-
tigative panels would “seek out
all the facts—those that exon-

erate as well as those that|,

may implicate” the President
in wrongdoing.

Mr. Doar listed 31 subjects as
“examples” of the scope of the
inquiry — ranging from the
Watergate break-in to the Pres-
ident’s refusal to spend funds
appropriated by . Congress—in
a formal report on the progress

of the investigation. t
But the report, made avail-|n
n

able later to newsmen, empha-

sized: “The mere fact that we
are undertaking investigation
into a particular subject should
not be interpreted to mean that
we think there was any wrong-
doing there, or that any pre-
judgment of the evidence has

been made, Charges are not fi

No Advocates E

THe Democratic chairman, )

proof.”

Regresentative Peter W. RoO-

dind''Jr, of New Jersey, and S
sentative Edward Hutchinson|t
f

the ranking Republican, Repre-

of Michigan, told newsmen that
they.. had taken steps to be
sure that none of the 90 staff

members, including 39 lawyers, f

hired for the inquiry were advo-
cates for or against the Im-
peachment of Mr. Nixon.

Mi, Hutchinson said in re-|’

sponse to questions that he
gharé Mr, Rodino’s assessment
of the staff as “totally profes-
sional and objective.”
~ Patrick J. Buchanan, a White
House speech writer, has been
quoted as saying that the im-
peachment inquiry was tanta-
mount:to a legislative “lynch
mob.” President Nixon told
Congress in his State of the
~Union Addresg Wednesday that
he would cooperate with the in-

quiry to the extent that it did|y,

‘not require ‘“doing anything
that weakens the office of the
Presidency.”

« The committee voted un-

‘animously on Thursday to seek
IHouse approval of a resolution

- directing the panel to determine
“whether sufficient grounds ex-
ist” to impeach Mr. Nixon and
authorizing the committee to
use wide-ranging subpoena au-
thority to obtain evidence from
~any source.

_ Approval Expected

The resolution is expected to
be approved overwhelmingly to
morrow, although some Repub-
licans are prepared to seek an
amendment setting an April 30
deadline for completion of the

inquiry. Mr. Hutchinson said heg

would support a parliamentary
maneuver to offer the amend-
ment, but that he expected it
to he defeated.

The resolution would author-;

ize the committee to require
“the attendance and testimony
of any person.” Mr. Rodino said
‘that he believed  the panel
“wnild not hesitate to seek di-
rect testimony from Mr, Nixon
“if it's necessary in order to
make a fair judgment.”
But he said that the commit-
tee would generally seek volun-
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tary compliance with requests|y
" for . evidence before resorting|t
.to use of the subpoena power.(

The Watergate special pros-
ecutor, Leon Jaworski, has re-
fused to turn over to the com-
mittee the evidence assembled !t
ifor several Watergate grand;{
.juries here, contending that he|}
-was bound to adhere to the|.
Secleey of the proceedings|l
unless Chief Judge John J.
Sirica of the United States Dis-|c
trict Court authorized disclo-|{
sure..of the material to the
committee. {

" Possible Volunteering 5

.Mr, Doar said he was “look-|
ing into” the possibility that
the grand juries could them-
selves volunteer the informa-
tion under precedents in Jef-
- ferson’s Manual of Parliamen-
tary Practice and Rules of the|.
House of Representatives.
" The manual specifies that
cne -method by which an im-}
" peachment inquiry may be set|
rr motion is “by charges trans-|
mitted . . . from a grand jury.”
Mr. Jaworski’s spokesman did
not” respond to an inquiry|
about the possible use of the
precedent to resolve the dis-
pute.
** The House Republican Com-
mittee on Committees is sched-
‘uled to meet tomorrow to de-
cide, among other matters, on
the assignment of a Republican
member to fill a vacancy on
the Judiciary Committee.
Normally the committee seats
are-regarded as choice assign-
.ments, but the prospect of in-
volvement in the impeachment
jnquiry has apparently limited
‘the number of Republicans
. seeking to fill the vacancy.
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