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on s Lawyer Again 
challenges Dean's Story 

W.Mhington 
President Nixon's chief 

Watergate lawyer said yes-
terday that tapes and other 
evidence support Mr. Nix-
on's.-' version of when he 
knew of a coverup — not 
that of ousted presidential 
counsel John W. Dean 

"The evidence does sup-
port what the President has 
said on this matter,: James 

St. Clair, the lawyer, said in 
a statement released by the 
White House press office. 

At the 'same time, St. Clair 
postponed notifying Water-
gate special prosecutor Leon 
Jaworskiwhether the White 
House would turn over addi-
tional tapes and documents 
Jaworski, is seeking. 

Jaworski said Sunday he 
had been told to expect the  

decsiion by yesterday. 
• St. Clair's comment on the 
tapes intensified a public 
battle over Dean's-;truthful-
ness being waged by state-
ment and counter-s4tement. 

St. Clair jibed at $aworski 
and his staff 
"seen fit to discuss i?itpublic 
their views" on the subject. 

A spokesman for Jaworski 
fired back that the proSecu-
tor's question was raises in 
federal court lat week b a 
lawyer forDwight L. Chap.= 
in, formerly Mr. Nixon's ap-
pointment secretary. 

Dean is scheduled to testi-
fy against Chapin who has 
been indicte" on carges of 
lying to a grand jury investi-
gating Watergate. 

The heart of the conflict 
between Dean and the Presi-

dent isDean's Contention 
that Mr. Nixon knew of the 
coverup earlier than the 
March 21, 1973, date that he 
has acknowledged. 

"I can say categorically," 
St. Clair said yesterday, 
"that the tapes and other ev-
idence furnished to the spe-
cial prosecutor — at least as 
far as the President is con-
cerned — do not support 
sworn statements before the 
S enate select committee 
made by Mr. Dean as to 
what the President knew 

lit-Watergate, and espe-
bully' when he knew it." 
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