i Washmgton lees
= To Boost leon

: By Veru Claxer :
-y Washington o
" A small but fierce effort to

. support , President. Richard
. Nixon has been launched by _

Ca ‘group of top off' clals
: wives. Sy

Whether 1t can stem any

of the impetus foward im-
"/ peachment  is questionable.

I s worth Teporting be- - -
- cause, - ‘unlike some manu- -
.\ factured ‘back Nixon” ex-
- plosions ', this one, the .

. 'women insist, is spontaneous'

a and personally funded..

$ They have: chlpped in $1"
-'__-"each to cover the manh.ng of
‘- . ineeting notices,
i gedr up to grapple with the. - ;
- “ kickback." from the Water- .

gate ‘scandals.

e ¢ started at our house," s
~ . ‘said: Mrs; ‘George Shultz,. : _

‘wife of the Treasury secre- . - ) . i
'of Pres:dent Nixon s Council

"' tary, who wouldn’t confirm

I er deny reports that her hus-

o3 band will resign soon. -
' “A motherly woman who

P does her own housework and
© - gerves. Shultz Dbreakfast in
" bed, she declared mdxgnant- -
i 1y, “Anyone who. has used a
- . tape ‘recorder kpows some-
- thing is always gomg wrong

e thh them.” -
Mrs ShuItZ- and -about 30

... ' other ' wives of Cabinet, sub-
.. Cabinet and agency officials .
. are - selling “‘Get ,Off His
"Back’;,

bumper stlckers
' 'wrltmg letters. trying to line
. 'up radio and TV dates, and

. angling for speaking spots at

i conventlons

k. “The idea ‘is to qtrlke an up-
beat now by emphasizing
o leon 5 achlevements

_ Although .some ‘adminis-
o tratmn msiders are known to

. be unhappy. about the Presi-

. dent’s behavior. in ‘the - Wa-
.- tergate affair,.the women -
- “questioned were all gung-ho_

~in his defense.”
'~ “There’s more. compas-
.sion per square head'in this

.- administration than among
- all those pointy-headed intel- -
- lectuals,” said Mrs. Hérbert-

- Stein, wife of the chairman

‘as - they -

MRS, GEORGE SHULTZ "
I(u:koﬂ al- her house :

of Economic Advisers. ‘“His
aeco:nptishments are being

‘ignored. It’s horrendous.

They’ re trying to cripple

~ Ni th h 't
Labi, them, s_ey Fii.BAn - speech to an audience of 300

govern.’” _
. Mrs. Stem recently went

.on TV with Mrs. William Si- -

wife of the energy
“"Mrs. Simon has

mon, .
czar.

shunned  personal publlCltY,:
but apparently regarded the

TV session - as important
enough. to make an excep-.

.tion:

Mrs.-Stem recalled that a
policeman stopped her for

weaving in and out of lanes
in her rush to the TV sta-.

tion. Flustered, she e x-
plained she was en route to
defend Nixon.

The “ officer rephed “If

'-you Te .going to- defend the .

‘President, you'd better get
movmg e :

nurtured

~ Mrs, Roy Ash, whose hus-'
-'band _heads the vast Office’
of Management and Budget, -

inscribed . “Support the Pres-

_-ident” on every one of her

_-have met in the homes of |
- Commerce Secretary Fr,?d.
- erick Dent and presidential

-.'where each .was given-a ros-
~ ter of Nixon achievements.

-lists ending the Vietnam
- War and_the draft. opening
. relations with China, and de-
" tente with Russia. '

* tra-liberals can’t forgive our
 wife of the Secretary of
. Health, Educatlon and Wel-

" -but for accomphshmg what

_ Wemberger gave a pep talk.

- Kissinger?’

_described herself as one of -

.in_a

The mcident as she vxews -
it, reveals the kind of grass -
roots support that should be'i

Christmas cards, ,bills and
letters. The other women

Sy have taken it up.

Following the Kkickoff at
the -~ Shultzes, the women

assistant P eter Flanigan,

Aniong ~other things, it

*‘These are'th'ih'gs the ul-

-for,” snapped
Caspar- Wemberger

President -
Mrs.

fare,

“They. are cruolfymg hlm
not for what has gone amiss, .

they - wanted to and
couldn’t.’” :

" At the last meetmg Mrs.
“You can give a serious

people," she told the wom-.
en, “and when the questions
begm the first thing they
ask is, ‘Have you met Henry
The next is,
‘What happened to Martha?’

Mrs. Rogers Morton, wife
ol‘ the Interior secretary,

the few in the group not ter-
riﬂcd of television. She -is’

*on standby” for talk shows |

and speeches.

The Nixons were ‘said lo .
have expressed their thanks |
“warm, affectionate” I
- phone call to Brigid Flani-
-gan. (Mrs. Flanigan was |
unavailable for 'details be-,
‘cause she was *‘off fox- hunt-
~ing” for the day.)

To buck up the women
Mrs, Weinberger told them,
“If anyone. here is t:mld
look at me. I'm the kind of
person who wouldn’t get up.
at a PTA meeting.

“But,” she  asserted,
“these are not ordinary cir-
cumstances ¥



