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E
x-N

ixon A
ide: O

n Joining the R
ebellion 

B
y John K

. A
ndrew

s Jr. 

B
E

T
H

E
SD

A
, M

d.—
R

egrettably, after 
g
iv

in
g
 v

o
ice sev

eral y
ears ag

o
 to

 
A

m
erica's "silent m

ajority" on the is-
su

e o
f th

e V
ietn

am
 w

ar, th
e N

ix
o
n
 

W
hite H

ouse has now
 undertaken to 

cow
 that m

ajority back into silence by 
m

aking them
 doubt their ow

n decent 
instincts on an even m

ore basic issue 
—

executive responsibility and the rule 
of law

 in our dem
ocracy. 

T
he line of; attack w

as set by V
ice 

P
resident F

ord w
hen he suggested in 

m
id

-Jan
u
ary

 in
 a sp

eech
 th

at few
 

A
m

ericans other than "extrem
e parti-

sans" and "super w
elfare-staters" w

ere 
prepared to see the P

resident rem
oved 

fro
m

 o
ffice b

ecau
se o

f h
is h

an
d
lin

g
 

of W
atergate and related scandals. 

T
hat suggestion is patently untrue; 

one expects better from
 the adm

irable 
new

 N
o. 2 m

an. In point of fact, the 
dem

and for som
e sort of cure to the 

gangrenous, condition at 1600 Pennsyl-
vania A

venue cuts across the w
hole 

sp
ectru

m
 o

f A
m

erican
 p

o
litics. T

h
e 

open rebellion of conservatives at their 
recen

t W
ash

in
g
to

n
 co

n
clav

e u
n
d
er-

scores this. S
o do the opinion surveys: 

W
h
ereas so

m
e 6

1
 p

er cen
t o

f th
e 

electo
rate v

o
ted

 fo
r M

r. N
ix

o
n
's re-

election in 1972, as against 39 per cent 
for G

eorge M
cG

overn, the G
allup poll 

now
 show

s only 42 per cent opposing 
h
is resig

n
atio

n
, w

ith
 4

7
 p

er cen
t in

 
favor. N

early one-third of the P
resi-

dent's entire center-right landslide con-
stituency, in other w

ords, no longer 
has the stom

ach to say his resignation 
nay. A

nd for every five votes w
on by  

th
e u

ltralib
eral M

r. M
cG

o
v
ern

 1
5
 

m
o
n
th

s ag
o
, six

 are n
o
w

 b
ein

g
 cast 

for the accession of m
eat-and-potatoes 

M
r. F

ord, even though that w
ould re-

quire the unprecedented traum
a of a 

chief executive quitting in m
idterm

. 
B

ey
o
n
d
 w

h
at th

e co
ld

 n
u
m

b
ers 

rev
eal, I can

 attest m
o
re p

erso
n
ally

 
to the bipartisan breadth of disaffec-
tion w

ith M
r. N

ixon's defiant, fugitive 
leadership style. 

A
s a co

n
serv

ativ
e, u

p
p
er m

id
d
le-

class, M
idw

estern W
A

S
P

 R
epublican, 

I w
as a tex

tb
o
o
k
 ex

am
p
le o

f th
e 

n
atu

ral N
ix

o
n
 su

p
p
o
rter. A

s a p
ress 

aid
e an

d
 sp

eech
w

riter o
n
 th

e P
resi-

dent's staff from
 the beginning of 1970 

to the end of 1973, I w
as the benefi-

ciary of his fatherly, if never intim
ate, 

in
terest in

 m
y
 w

o
rk

, an
d
 I ten

d
ered

 
him

 in return an alm
ost filial affection 

and loyalty over m
ost of that period. 

I believed deeply, and still do, in m
ost 

of w
hat he w

anted to do for A
m

erica 
an

d
 th

e w
o
rld

. I y
ield

 to
 n

o
n
e in

 
lauding his achievem

ents for peace. 
W

h
en

 W
aterg

ate b
eg

an
 to

 en
g
u
lf 

th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se in

 1
9
7
2
, h

o
w

ev
er, 

th
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t I so

 a
d
m

ire
d
 w

a
s 

replaced by an ethically num
b figure 

u
n
ab

le o
r u

n
w

illin
g
 to

 v
in

d
icate th

e 
idealism

 so m
any of us on his young 

staff h
ad

 ch
erish

ed
 ab

o
u
t A

m
erican

 
co

n
stitu

tio
n
al g

o
v
ern

m
en

t. A
fter 

m
onths of bitter frustration trying to 

help set m
atters right from

 the inside, 
I fin

a
lly

 q
u
it o

n
 p

rin
c
ip

le
 la

st 
D

ecem
ber. 

In
 rejo

in
in

g
 th

e b
attle n

o
w

 fro
m

 
th

e o
u
tsid

e, m
y
 p

ray
er is still to

 see 
him

 som
ehow

 open up, ow
n up, take 

com
m

and of the reform
ers, and serve  

out his term
. B

ut like a daily grow
ing 

p
lu

rality
 o

f A
m

erican
s, I am

 also
 

resigned to the unpleasant im
perative 

o
f m

easu
res to

 sav
e th

e P
resid

en
cy

 
fro

m
 th

is P
resid

en
t in

 th
e ev

en
t th

e 
P

resid
en

t co
n
tin

u
es refu

sin
g
 to

 b
e 

saved from
 him

self. 
T

h
e m

an
's tech

n
ical in

n
o
cen

ce o
r 

guilt of crim
e has long since becom

e 
sad

ly
 irrelev

an
t. E

v
en

 if n
o
t a law

-
b
reak

er h
im

self, h
e h

as ru
n
 a cam

-
paign and an A

dm
inistration infested 

w
ith

 th
em

 an
d
 h

as d
o
n
e sh

o
ck

in
g
ly

 
little to

 clean
 u

p
 th

e m
ess sin

ce it 
squirm

ed into the daylight last year. 
T

h
e co

n
seq

u
en

ces fo
r p

u
b
lic co

n
fi-

d
en

ce in
 o

u
r in

stitu
tio

n
s h

av
e b

een
 

cataclysm
ic. M

r. N
ixon cannot there-

fo
re escap

e g
rav

e b
lam

e fo
r, at th

e 
m

inim
um

, gross negligence of duties 
to w

hich his constitutional oath binds 
him

. 
T

h
u
s w

e face p
erh

ap
s o

n
e o

f th
e 

m
ost clear-cut m

oral issues that have 
torm

ented A
m

erican dom
estic politics 

since slavery w
as abolished. W

hile the 
country does, to be sure, still have a 
P

resident in the literal sense—
in A

rm
y 

parlance, a "w
arm

 body" still occupies 
the O

val O
ffice—

yet in m
oral term

s 
the revered leadership position is quite 
v
acan

t. O
n
e w

ay
 o

r an
o
th

er th
at 

vacancy m
ust be filled, and quickly. 

If, as I still w
an

t to
 b

eliev
e, th

e 
P

resident's sins are those of om
ission 

only, he m
ight w

ell w
in redem

ption 
and honorable survival by adm

itting 
them

 and asking for a second chance. 
B

ut if they are indeed crim
es of com

-
m

ission, as his stubbornly guilty de-
m

eanor seem
s to argue, then—

as his 
ow

n steely-nerved daughter Julie has  

conceded—
he m

ust go, 
S

o
 p

lease, M
r. F

o
rd

, co
o
l it. 

W
e 

need you untainted by dem
agoguery 

as you w
ait in the w

ings. Y
ou know

 
in your heart that M

r. N
ixon has cov-

ered the highest office w
ith dishonor. 

T
hat failing any new

 w
illingness on 

h
is p

art to
 ato

n
e, resig

n
atio

n
 is o

n
e 

perfectly legitim
ate rem

edy, explicitly 
contem

plated by the F
ounding F

athers 
in A

rticle'll, S
ection 1 of the C

onstitu-
tion. T

hat his dethroning by im
peach-

m
en

t an
d
 co

n
v
ictio

n
 is an

o
th

er, 
a 

rem
edy surely broad enough to rid us 

of m
isgovernm

ent not otherw
ise rem

e-
diable. 

O
n this last point,, of course, the pun-

dits w
arn us that C

ongress senses that 
m

ost people w
ish M

r. N
ixon gone yet 

recoil from
 the bloodletting of an im

-
p
each

m
en

t. S
u
re th

ey
 d

o
. F

o
r o

n
ce 

they w
ant C

apitol H
ill to lead, not be 

led by, them
—

and any m
em

ber of the 
H

ouse or S
enate w

ho thinks his duty 
to constituents consists in m

ere pup-
petry to a tim

id public m
ood is a dis-

credit to the representative process. 
T

o repeat, the m
oral vacancy atop 

the executive branch m
ust be filled. 

F
or C

ongress not to apply the pressure 
th

at w
ill fill it, eith

er w
ith

 q
u
alities 

sum
m

oned up inside the present in-
cum

bent or else w
ith the oaken char-

acter o
f th

eir o
w

n
 clu

b
 m

em
b
er, 

G
erald F

ord, can only deepen public 
cynicism

 by betraying a sim
ilar vacuum

 
on the legislative side. T

hen, G
od for-

bid, w
hat a banana republic w

e w
ould 

be. 
John K

. A
ndrew

s Jr. is now
 in com

m
u-

n
icatio

n
s w

o
rk

 fo
r a D

en
v
er - based 

C
hristian youth organization. 


