
N'YTimes 	 FEB 2 1974 
1E NEW YORK TIMES, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 

G .0 JP House Chief Backs:..: 
FIX Inquiry oitWaterat6 

Eventual Impeachment Vote Assured as 
Rhodes Predicts Republican Support 

for Full Authority to Judiciary Panel 

By BILL KOVACH 
Special to The Weer Yprk Timek 
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WASHINGTON, Feb: I, -,-- An 
eventual vote on the impeach-
ment of President Nixon_ was 
virtually assured today when 
the ranking Republican in- the 
House of Representatives pre-
dicted strong minority support 
for a move to give the House 
Judiciary Committee Nil con-
stitutional authority to pursue 
its 'inquiry. 

The. House Republican leader, 
John J: Rhodes of Arizona, en-
dorsed the Judiciary Commit- 
tee's resolution, scheduled for a 
vote Wednesday, and predicted 
that the White House would 
cOOperate with the inquiry by 
furnishing "all relevant infor-
mation" requested. 

The resolution, already 
backed by nearly all Demo-
cratic Members of the House, 
appears certain to pass and will 
set in motion a 'sequence :of 
events that will almost surely 
require a vote on whether 
President Nixon should be nil:- 
peached. The resolution will 
give the committee full sub-
poena power in its inquiry and 
commits the committee to re-
port t oche House a recom-
mendation on the matter of 
impeachinent. 

Mr. Rhodes also rejected an 
effort by some Republican 
members of the Judiciary Com-
mittee who seek to restrict the 
inquiry by setting an automatic 
cutoff date of April 30 on the 
investigation. 

Will Rely on RoOino 
He: told reporters today that 

he did nOt favor such a dead-
line but preferred instead to 
-rely, on the : word" of the 
Judiciary Committee's Chair-
man, Peter W. Rodino Jr:, New 
Jersey Democrat, who has 
promised to conclude the in-
quiry as quidkly as possible. 
' The minority leader's state-

ment came as three Republican 
members of the committee-.an-
nounced' that they would tcy 

1: to amend the resolution when 
it came to a vote,  by the full 
HOuse.. 

The resolution -is, in parlia- 
mentary jargon, one of highest 
privilege and cannot be 
amended unless a majority,  of 
the House meinbers vote to 
allow it Most observers believe 
that there is too little support 
tii'allow such amendments, and 
that the resorution. Will pass 
the form adopted by the com-
mittee yesterday. 

In essence, the resolution• 
wouId'ainfer on the committee 
all constitutional authority to 
inquire into impeachment,  in- 

eluding the right to subpoena 
the presence of or evidence 
from anyone, including the 
President. 

Three. Republican members 
of the committee today filed 
separate statements of their in-
tentions to add • restricting 
amendments to the resolution, 
although all three have, like a•ll 
other members of the commit-
tee, •agreed to support the reso-
lution in its present form. The 
three proposed amendments 
that had been offered, and re-
jected, when the resolution was 
considered in committee. They 
were as follows: 

MA prOposal by Representa-
tive Charles E. Wiggins of Cal-
ifornia that the committee's in-
quiry be 'limited to a search for 
"relavant" evidence as opposed' 
to the present request in the 
resolution for power to seek 
"all necessary" evidence. 

MIA proposal by Representa-
tive Robert McClory of Illinois 
that the committee's powers: 
automatically expire on April 
30. and require a renewal after 
that date if the inquiry is in-
complete.  

MA proposal by Representa-
tive David W. Dennis of Indiana -
that the ranking Republican and 
Democrat on the Judiciary Coin-, 
tnittee each be given power to' 
subpoena witnesses. As now 
worded, the resolution would 
allow subpoenas to be issued 
only when approved by both the 
ranking Democrat and Republi-
can. 

White House View 
Mr. Wiggins's proposal seems 

to reflect the White House's at-
titude toward the impeachment 
inquiry. President • Nixon has 
said that he willaoffer coopera-
tion limited by precedent and 
his own wish not to erode the 
power of the Presidency. The 
majority on the committee take 
the position that the President 
cannot refuse a subpoena for 
his appearance or to furnish 
information. 

Mr. Wiggins's request that 
the inquiry be restricted to 
"relevant" evidence echoed the 
word, relayed to the press from 
the White House today by Sen-
ator Hugh Scott, Republican of 
Pennsylvania. 

The White House, Senator 
Scott. said, is willing to furn-
ish "all relevant information" 

..!requested by the committee. He 
added that the question of rel-
evancy could be determined 
"in consultations between ma-
jority and minority counsels of 
the committee and counsel for 
the President." 


