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WASHINGTON, Feb. 1-—The;
Senate Democratic leader, Mike
Mansfield, declared tonight that,
Congress and the courts mustt
pursue their Watergate investi-,
gations “in order to cleanse the
political processes of the na-,
tion.”
In a speech prepared for de-
livery, the Senator from Mon-

Excerpts from the Mansfield
speech are on Page I1.

. |the Democratic majority in
State of the Union Address on
Wednesday, pledged that his
party would put “the regular
business -of the nation” ‘ahead
of Watergate

But Mr, Mansfield said’ that
Congress would . deal - “fully”
with the inquiry into the.pos-
sible:impeachment of the Presi-
dent,and he specifically reject-
ed Mr. Nixon’s plea for afi-end
to the Watergate investigations.

Meanwhile, John J. Rhodes,
the -ranking Republican in the,
House of Representatives,: pre-
dicted today that his party
would support a move to give
the *Judiciary Committee full
authorlty to pursue its lmpeach-
ment inquiry. This was seeii as
virtually assuring an eventual
vote' on ‘the impeachment of
President Nixon. [Detalls on
‘Page;12.]

. President Nixon told a, joint|
‘'session of Congress and'a na-|,
tionwide television audiencg: inj.
a 50-tmiftite: address two nights
ago that it' was time'to end‘the
investigations, and *that “*one
year of Watergate is enough.”|
Notes ‘Onerous’ Tasks

Senator Mansfield replied to-
night, in a 50-minute speech
and interview to a comparable
television audience, that the im-
peachment inquiry and Senate
Watergate committee investiga-
tion were “onerous” but “ines-
capable responsibilities.”"

“As for the crimes of, Water-
gate—and there were crimes—
they cannot be put to. rest by
Congress,” he said.
any words of the Président’s or

Pursue Inquiry to Cleanse . |
‘ ‘|fice and then answered ques-'
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television and radio corre-
“|spondents.
Mr.. Mansfield appealed to

‘|said
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7 |from me mitigate them.”

The“ Senttofo§aid poititedly
that the Watergate special pros-
ecutor, Leon Jaworski, and the
Federal courts must take “how-
ever long may be necessary’ to
complete their criminal investi-
gations.

“Whether Jt is months or
“|years, there are no judicial
" |shortcuts,” Mr. Mansfield de-

' Iclared.

The Senator spoke from a;
desk in his private Capitol of-|

“Ithe President to join the Demo-
‘|cratic leadership in pressing for
public funding of Federal elec-
tions.

“If it was in 1972 that Wa-
tergate arose, and in 1973:that|
it was_investigated, may ‘it be
that it was,in 1974 that
the matter was fmally ended

tana, responding on behalf o»f]

Congress to President Nixon’s

“Nor can -

) T Ao
in“a new system of open elec—
tions openly paid for,”
Mansfield urged.

'He said that he spoke not for
all Congressional Democrats
butireflected their “prevailing”
Wéws in setting a legislative
agenda for 1974 that was simi-
lar but not identical to the
President’s legislative program.

Although Mr. Nixon had im-
plored Congress to “do every-
thing we can to avoid gasoline
rationing,” Mr. Mansfield said
that if rationing should be nec-
essary to guarantee equity to
all-fuel consumers the Govern-
ment should f‘not hesitate to
use. this device.” '

‘The Senator also said Con-
vress would attempt to reduce
the $304.4-billion budget re-
quest that Mr; Nixon will send
to ‘the House and Senate on
Monday.

Among other major priorities
set by Mr. Mansfield were a
system of national health insur-
arfte “which covers all Ameri-
cans,” expanded Federal hous-

. ing assistance, reform of pri-
vate pension systems, an in-
crease in minimum wage levels,
tax reform, a national program
of: “no—fault” auto insurance
and “a renewed commitment to
excellence in ucation after
years of admin: stratlve indiffer--
enQe

In a counterpoint to Mr.

qun s declaration of diploma-

tic and domestic achievements
of the last five years, the Demo-|
cratic leader contended that
Corigress was able last year to
halt: “an ominous shift to one-
brafich Government.”

“Criticism Of Executive
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_ Mr. Mansfield said that the:

President’s retusal to spend ap-.
propriated funds, curtailment of
hational securlty information
txpressions of “executive con-
tempt for’ Congress” and the
Administration’s “illegal in-
vasions of personal privacy”
had heen “flashpoints of a dan-
ger. to freedom” that Congress
had met head on.

The Senator comphmented{
the President for calling an in-'
ternational confertnce on , the
energy shortage and twice
credited Secretary of State Kis-
singer for efforts to negotiate
peace in Southeast Asia and the
Middle East. ;

Movtover the taciturn Sena-
tor said he accepted at face
value Mr. Nixon’s statement
that he would not resign and
added that he raised the issues
of, impeachment and Water-
gate reluctantly.

But he refused to set any!
deadlines for completion of the
Cotigressional investigations
and said:

“To excise Watergate and
what it implies before it be-'
comes fatal to liberty is 4
fundamental responsibility of
this Government. The people(
have a right to an electorall
system" free of shenanigans,’
capable of yielding honest, re-
sponsible and responsive gov-
ernment, open to all, and
s{xla(ped to meet the needs of
allt

Mr. Mansfield contended that
Watergate had been the product
of flaws in campaign financing
]aws and that it was therefore

“incumbent on us to foreclose
an excessive instrusion of great
wealth' =" whether corporate,
labor, personal or whatever—
into the electoral process.”




