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Richardson:

Nixon May Be
Accountable |

' From News Dispatches 4
AUSTIN,, Tex., Feh. 1—Fore
mer Attorney General Elliot
L. Richardson said Thursddy
that President Nixon could be
held accountable for the
Watergate break-in and cover
up even if he wasn’t aware of
them. - .

“The President in theory
could be found culpable in the
manner in which a corporate
iexecutive could be found cui-
pable for things that he did
not know about,” Richardson
said. -

“But what grounds would
Jjustify what is culpable? That,
if you put aside ordinary
crimes, is the toughest prob-
lem that will be facing the
House,” which is considering a
resolution to impeach -Presi-
dent Nixon. )

, Richardson said Congress
could consider impeaching: Mir.
Nixon'**for thé manner in
which he has conducted him-
self in office without specific
evidence of crimes, but “there
would have to be a very seri-
ous abuse of power.” ,
:“On what we -have now, the
answer is no, we.don’t have
the basis for impeachment on
any evidence relating to a o
crime,” Richardson said to an ¢
audience of university = stu-
dents, faculty members . and
Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson at the
LBJ Library on the Universit

of Texas campus., c
He said he agreed with a
“shorthand statemnet” of Vice
| President Gerald R. Ford, who
once said high crime or misde-
meanor is anything the House
says it is., Ford, then a:con-
gressman, ‘was talking  about
the possible impeachment of
Justice William O. Douglas.

Richardson said the House
|has “unreviewable autherity”
to determine what an im-
peachable offense, but it
“should observe certain funda-
mental, fair procedural stand-
ards.” . S
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