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T
he S

en. to W
a±ergaiL

e C
om

m
ittee Should R

etire 
L

ik
e
 Jo

h
n
n
y
 U

n
ita

s, th
e
 S

e
n
a
te

 
W

aterg
ate C

o
m

m
ittee is h

av
in

g
 tro

u
-

b
le retirin

g
 g

racefu
lly

. U
n

lik
e th

e 
g
reat q

u
arterb

ack
, w

h
o
se ach

iev
e-

m
ents w

ere spectacular, the com
m

ittee 
can

 ru
in

 its stan
d

in
g

 in
 h

isto
ry

 if it 
goes on too long. 

T
hat is one reason w

hy the com
m

it-
tee should not hold m

ore hearings. 
A

s it is, this depressing fact is w
orth 

rem
arking: .the disarray of the N

ixon 
W

hite H
ouse has been alm

ost m
atched 

recently by the disarray of its first tor-
m

entor, the com
m

ittee. 
T

h
is is n

o
t en

tirely
 th

e co
m

m
ittee's 

fault. F
rom

 the beginning the com
m

it-
tee m

em
bers w

ere in an untenable po-
sitio

n
 d

ealin
g
 w

ith
 an

 u
n
m

an
ag

eab
le 

m
aelstrom

 of events. T
hey w

ere seven 
legislators doing a detective's job, for 
w

h
ich

 th
ey

 w
ere n

o
t eq

u
ip

p
ed

 b
y
 

tem
peram

ent, skills, or m
andate. 

It w
as lik

e an
 in

q
u
iry

 co
n
v
en

ed
 o

n
 

th
e
 d

e
c
k
 o

f th
e
 T

ita
n
ic

 m
id

w
a
y
 

th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e d
isaster itself. W

lien
. th

e 
com

m
ittee.w

as appointed a year ago, it 
did not even know

 about m
any of the 

m
ost significant m

atters it soon w
ould 

be exam
ining. 

T
he "plum

bers," the E
llsberg break-

in
, th

e en
em

ies list, th
e H

u
sto

n
 p

lan
 

for illegal w
iretapping and other acts, 

the destruction of evidence by the act-
ing director of the F

.B
.I.—

these w
ere 

n
o
t p

u
b
lic k

n
o
w

led
g
e last F

eb
ru

ary
, 

a
n
d
 m

o
st o

f th
e
m

 b
e
c
a
m

e
 p

u
b
lic

 
k
n
o
w

led
g
e w

ith
o
u
t an

y
 assistan

ce 
from

 the com
m

ittee. 

A
ctu

ally
, it is fo

rtu
n
ate th

at th
e n

a-
tio

n
 d

id
 n

o
t h

av
e to

 rely
 o

n
 th

e co
m

-
m

ittee to uncover these m
atters. 

F
rom

 the first hours the questioning 
by the com

m
ittee m

em
bers w

as alter-
n
ativ

ely
 (an

d
 so

m
etim

es sim
u
ltan

e-
o
u
sly

) rep
etitiv

e an
d
 im

p
recise. T

h
at 

the com
m

ittee got so
, m

uch useful in- 

"T
oday the com

m
ittee—

or at least M
r. D

ash—
seem

s unhealthily 
interested in this question: 
H

ow
 can w

e get back 
on television?" 

form
ation on the record is less a trib-

u
te to

 th
e sk

ill o
f th

e co
m

m
ittee th

an
 

it is ev
id

en
ce o

f ju
st h

o
w

 rap
id

ly
 th

e 
W

atergate cover-up w
as collapsing of 

its •ow
n w

eight. 
a R

. H
ald

em
an

, Jo
h
n
 E

h
rlich

m
an

 
and John D

ean w
ere blow

n out of the 
W

h
ite H

o
u

se b
efo

re th
e co

m
m

ittee 
held a public m

eeting. T
he com

m
ittee 

w
as a u

sefu
l fo

ru
m

 fo
r D

ean
. B

u
t 

D
ean, like all the m

ajor w
itnesses, con-

tro
lled

 th
e h

earin
g
s fro

m
 th

e w
itn

ess 
table: H

e said w
hat he w

anted to say, 
no m

ore and no less. H
ad he not said it 

there, he probably w
ould have found it 

ex
p
ed

ien
t—

an
d
 p

o
ssib

le—
to

 g
et h

is  

version of events on the public record 
som

e other w
ay. 

T
he com

m
ittee's big discovery—

the 
m

o
st im

p
o
rtan

t p
iece o

f in
fo

rm
atio

n
 

th
at a w

itn
ess d

id
 n

o
t w

an
t to

 g
iv

e—
w

as A
lex

an
d
er B

u
tterfield

's rep
o
rt 

about the existence of a W
hite H

ouse 
tap

in
g
 sy

stem
. T

h
is d

isco
v
ery

 m
ay

 
h
av

e ch
an

g
ed

 th
e co

u
rse o

f h
isto

ry
, 

but it w
as the result of tenacity by sev-

eral very junior staff m
em

bers, not the 
com

m
ittee as a w

hole. 
W

hen the m
ajor w

itnesses had said 
w

hat they w
anted to say, the com

m
it-

tee w
as left w

ith the chore of holding 
inform

ative hearings on lesser m
atters, 

like violations of the cam
paign finance 

law
s. It failed, and cam

e unglued. 
T

he staff fell to bickering. C
om

m
u-

nication betw
een the staff and the'sen-

eters collapsed. T
he disastrous scatter-

sh
o
t su

b
p
o
en

a fo
r 5

0
0
 W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

tapes and docum
ents w

ent out w
ithout 

the know
ledge, m

uch less the consent, 
of the com

m
ittee's vice chairm

an H
ow

-
ard

 B
ak

er. C
h
airm

an
 S

am
 E

rv
in

 au
. 

th
o
rized

 th
e su

b
p
o
en

a w
ith

o
u
t care-

fully exam
ining it. 

S
en

ato
rs _

 are terrib
ly

 b
u
sy

 m
en

. 
T

h
ey

 m
u
st g

iv
e v

ast g
ran

ts o
f d

iscre-
tion to their staffs. T

he senior staff of 
th

is co
m

m
ittee, an

d
 esp

ecially
 th

e 
ch

ief co
u

n
sel, S

am
 D

ash
, d

id
 n

o
t u

se 
this discretion w

ell. B
y now

 the sena-
to

rs are p
ro

p
erly

 u
n
easy

 ab
o
u
t th

e 
w

ay
 th

e staff h
as h

ad
 th

e co
m

m
ittee 

b
lu

n
d
erin

g
 ab

o
u
t n

ear th
e d

an
g
ero

u
s 

shoals of crim
inal investigations. 

L
ast M

ay the com
m

ittee w
as asking 

this question: D
oes W

atergate dem
on-

strate the need for new
. legislation? 

- B
y

 Ju
n

e th
e co

m
m

ittee' fo
u

n
d

 itself 
grappling w

ith this question: W
hat did 

th
e P

resid
en

t k
n
o
w

 an
d
 w

h
en

 d
id

 h
e 

know
 it? 

B
ut today the com

m
ittee—

or at least 
M

r. D
ash

—
seem

s u
n
h
ealth

ily
 in

ter-
ested in this question: H

ow
 can w

e get 
back on television? 

T
his abcounts for m

uch of the staff 
en

th
u
siasm

 fo
r h

earin
g
s co

n
cern

in
g
 

the $100,000 sent from
 H

ow
ard H

ughes 
to M

r. N
ixon's friend C

harles "B
ebe" 

R
ebozo, and concerning. the connection 

betw
een the dairy industry's cam

paign 
contributions and the adm

inistration's 
decision to increase a dairy subsidy. 

O
b
v
io

u
sly

 th
e S

p
ecial P

ro
secu

to
r 

and the H
ouse Judiciary C

om
m

ittee's 
im

p
each

m
en

t in
v
estig

atio
n
 can

 co
p
e 

w
ith

 th
ese m

atters. B
u
t so

m
e staffers 

on the S
enate side w

ant hearings as an 
excuse to subpoena R

ebozo and, better 
still, fo

rm
er T

reasu
ry

 S
ecretary

 Jo
h
n
 

C
o
n
n
ally

, w
h
o
 is rep

o
rted

 to
 h

av
e 

know
ledge about the subsidy decision. 

T
he netw

orks m
ight bring the cam

eras 
back for these birds of paradise. 

T
his is a base and dangerous excuse 

fo
r a S

en
ate h

earin
g
. It d

o
es n

o
 serv

-
ice to w

hat rem
ains of the com

m
ittee's 

good nam
e. 

' L
ast su

m
m

er th
e co

m
m

ittee w
as a 

firebell in the night. B
ut w

e are in the 
cold daw

n, the people are aroused, and 
th

e b
ell can quit clanging. 


