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O
u

r job
 is to ed

u
cate an

 'Im
p

each
 - it'll teach

' 
T

he next few
 m

onths w
ill be crucial to the history and 

future of this country. T
he m

achinery of im
peachm

ent is 
beginning to roll and in the next few

 w
eeks, evidence, 

testim
ony, reports and results w

ill begin flow
ing into the 

H
ouse Judiciary C

om
m

ittee. T
he C

ongress that m
ust face 

the issue of im
peachm

ent has returned to W
ashington to 

w
ait for the day on w

hich it m
ust decide to im

peach or not 
to im

peach R
ichard N

ixon. 
O

ur task in the com
ing m

onths w
ill not be easy. N

ow
 

that the Judiciary C
om

m
ittee has begun the investigative 

p
ro

ced
u
re, th

e im
p
o
rtan

ce o
f letter w

ritin
g
 h

as 
dim

inished som
ew

hat. T
hat does not m

ean our efforts in 
this area should stop but only that w

e have reached a 
point w

here other projects should be getting priority. 
T

he results of the R
oper Poll verify our initial strategy, 

to w
it: the one elem

ent vital to bringing about- the im
-

peachm
ent of R

ichard N
ixon is full public understanding 

of exactly w
hat im

peachm
ent m

eans. W
e m

ust repeatedly 
stress that the H

ouse im
peaches and the Senate tries; the 

H
ouse accuses, the S

enate decides. 
T

he P
oll clearly indicates that the m

ajority of people 
are still reluctant to call for im

peachm
ent. T

his reluc-
tance, how

ever, is based on a lack of know
ledge rather 

than a belief in N
ixon's innocence. Seventy-nine percent 

of the people polled believed that he w
as guilty of at least 

one of the crim
es set forth in the B

ill of P
articulars, but  

only 44 percent feel he should be im
peached. O

f those 
sam

e people, 37 percent thought that im
peachm

ent 
m

eans that he is autom
atically throw

n out of office. O
nly 

5
2
 p

ercen
t k

n
ew

 th
at it m

ean
t "in

d
ictm

en
t" w

h
ile 

another 11 percent didn't know
 w

hich it m
eant. 

T
he high level of m

isinform
ation on the subject of 

im
peachm

ent led R
oper to conclude that of the 52 percent 

w
ho answ

ered the question correctly, a large num
ber 

w
ere probably guessing. T

herefore, the R
oper analysts 

believe that probably less than 50 percent of the people 
actually know

 the correct m
eaning of the w

ord "im
-

peachm
ent." 

O
ur im

m
ediate task then is to better educate the public 

on the procedure. O
nce given the correct definition of 

im
peachm

ent, the poll results w
ere evenly divided. A

 
m

ajority of those w
ho are against im

peachm
ent said it w

as 
because it w

ould be too destructive to the country. O
nly 

11 percent are against im
peachm

ent because they think 
the charges are not true and 6 percent because they think 
the charges are not serious enough. 

O
ne year ago today the first W

atergate trial w
as under 

w
ay. T

oday, at least four grand juries are investigating 
W

aterg
ate an

d
 related

 m
atters; crim

in
al trials are 

pending in N
ew

 Y
ork, W

ashington and L
os A

ngeles; 
further indictm

ents are expected w
ithin the m

onth; the 
S

enate W
atergate C

om
m

ittee and the H
ouse Judiciary 

C
om

m
ittee are proceeding; and, disclosures continue 

through the m
edia. T

hus, im
peachm

ent and trial by the 
Senate seem

 the only w
ay to effect full disclosures and to 

"get W
atergate behind us." 

O
nce he w

as im
peached, P

resident A
ndrew

 Johnson's 
trial lasted less than tw

o m
onths. Im

peachm
ent and trial 

seem
 the least destructive alternatives and m

ay be not 
m

erely our easy w
ay out but our only w

ay out. 
T

hus, the job of those seeking im
peachm

ent is clear. 
B

ecause m
any people, in effect, favor im

peachm
ent 

w
ithout know

ing it, our job is to educate. T
he basic point 

to be brought hom
e again and'again is that im

peachm
ent 

is not conviction, but rather, it is the finding that suf-
ficient evidence of w

rongdoing exists to bring a public 
official to trial. 

W
e m

ust spend as m
uch tim

e and utilize w
hatever 

"h
u
m

an
 reso

u
rces" w

e h
av

e in
 th

e area o
f p

u
b
lic 

education. O
ur speakers bureau becom

es one of the m
ain 

tools w
e have at our disposal. A

 concerted effort should be 
m

ade in each com
m

unity to seek out w
hatever platform

s 
are available and get our people out speaking. T

he 
distrubtion of literature is also vitally im

portant. 
W

hether it's public m
eetings or neighborhood coffees, 

our chief goal m
ust be public education so that w

e m
ight 

have a w
ell-inform

ed public w
hen the im

peachm
ent 

debate begins in the H
ouse of R

epresentatives. 


