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ngh Gets6 M onths;

Ex-Chlef of White House
Plumbers Unit Sentenced
in Ellsberg Break-In

By ANTHONY RIPLEY
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan. 24—Egil
Krogh Jr., former head of a
secret White House investiga-
tive unit called “the plumbers,”
was sentenced today to six
months in prison on charges
growing out of the burglary of
the office of Dr. Daniel Ells-
berg’s psychiatrist.

In a statement issued shortly
after his sentencing in United
States District Court, Mr. Krogh
declared:

“I received mno specific Jin-
struction or authority whatso-
ever regarding the break-in
from the President, directly or
indirectly.”

Mr. Krogh, in talking with
Judge Gerhard A. Gesell and to
reporters, blamed only himself
for what he called “a terrible
mistake” and “repulsive con-
duct.”

The 34-year-old lawyer showed
_no emotion during the senten-
cig. He stood at attention in a
blue suit, his hair curling down
over his white shirt collar, as
Judge Gesell sentenced him to
a term of from two to six years
in prison. The judgeordered him
to serve only six months, with
another 18 months of unsuper-
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vised probation. "

Mr. Krogh said the plumbers
had been ‘established by the
President, created by John Ehr-
lichman and I was put in com-
mand.”

Mr. Ehrlichman is the former
White House second in com-
mand and was assistant to
President Nixon for domestic
affairs.

Mr. Krogh said he had felt
he had theauthority to order
the break-in on his own. '

“Mr. Ehrlichman gave the
un't  authority to engage in
covert activity to obtain infor-
mation Dr. Ellsberg,” Mr. Krogh
said in his statement.

Mr. Krogh added later that
“I wastold by Ehrlichman[after
the break-in] that what was
done was in excess of he had
approved.”

“9s Ehrlichman free from
guilt in the break-in?” a re-
porter asked as Mr. Krogh stood
in a light rain before the tele-
vision cameras on the SLdewalk;
outside the courthouse, ‘

“It is not for me to draw
legal conclusions,” Mr. Krogh
replied.

Dr. Ellsberg had been charged
with theft, espionage and con-
spiracy in connection with his
copying of a set of top secret
reports on the Vietmam war in
what came to be known as the
Pentagon papers case. The case
against Dr. Ellsberg was dis-
missed when the burglary, wire-
tapping and other allegations of
Government misconduct came
to light.

Goal of Burglary

The burglarly of his former
psychiatrist, Dr. Lewis F. Field-
ing on Sept. 3, 1971, was car-
ried out in Beverley Hills, Calif.,
in a search for information on
Dr. Ellsberg’s background.

When Mr. Krogh' pleaded
guilty Nov. 30 to charges of
violating Dr. Fielding’s civil
rights, he said that he would
put off talking in depth with
the Watergate special prosecu-
tion staff until after his sen-
tence.

It was an unusual move, but
Mr. Krogh insisted that he did
not wish to leave the impres-
sion that he was cooperating
with the prosecutors only to
help his own case. !

Mr. Krogh is expected to be-
gin the first of these in-depth

_ discussions next week. He is
- believed to have extensive

knowledge about the inner
workings of thc plumbers and
their possible relation to other
White House activities.

The White House has been
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1very sensitive about the op-
leratio:ns of the plumbers. There
‘were reports that Mr. Krogh
was prepared to drop a polit-
ical - bombshell today tin the
continued investigation of the
Watergate scandals.

However, nothing explosive
materialized. Mr. Krogh’s law-
yer, Stephen N. Shulman, dis-
tributed a 12-page statement
reporters.

The statement outlined Mr.
Krogh’s role with the plumbers
and confirmed reports, pub-
lished earlier in The New York
Times and attributed to in-
formed sources, that the White
House had feared Dr. Ellsberg
might have been a Soviet
agent or might have been pre-
paring to release still further
top secret information.

Mr. Shulman, standing with)the Plumbers in July 1971.
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