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Krogh `"I received no specific instruction or authority ... from the President." 
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nc rogh Sentee 
To Six Months 
For urglary 
Ex-Plumber 
Says Nixon 
Not Involved 

By George Lardner, Jr. 
Washington Post Staff Whiter 

Disclaiming any ,f1Knowl-
edge of wrongdoing on the 
part of President Nixon, 
Egil (Bud) Krogh, the for-
mer head of the White 
House "plumbers," was sen-
tenced to six •months in fed-
eral prison yesterday.for the 
ElfSberg burglary. 

He said he personalty re- 
ceived no orders frog the 
President to carry qut the 
brebk-in, either directly/ or in-
direetly. 

LT . District Judge Gerhard 
A. tesell, who imposilit the 
sentence, said he was alsoi con-
vinced—contrary to wide- 
spreat 	impressiong—that 
Krogh- was not involvecl'in any 
of the other activities of the 
plumbers' unit now uncler in-
vestigation by Watergate spe-
cial Prosecutors. 

The judge said, however, 
that ofiny penalty short of jail 
would, in the court's V;iew, be 
inadequate." 

Quoting precepts enunciated' 
by the late Supreme -Court 
Justice Louis D. Brandeis, Ge-
sell said: 

the Government be- 
comes a lawbreaker, it breeds 
contempt for the law; it in-
vites, every man to become a 
law unto himself; it invites 
anarchy.' " 

Speaking in a husky, at 
times tremulous voice, Krogh 
agreed, He said he hoped his 
conviction and others to come 
would hen) "cleanse" the gov-
ernment of misguided notions 
of "national security" and dis-
regard for individdal rights. 

A devout Clfrisfian Scien-
tist, Kih,34, confined him-
self in The courtroom to a  

short, personal confession of 
guilt.r After the hearing`he re- 
leased a longer written state-
ment that had been submitted 
to Gesell earlier this month. 

Gesell sentenced Krogh, 34, 
to two to six years for conspir-
."v to violate the civil rights  

of Dr. Lewis Fielding,' the'psy-
chiatrist whose office was bur-
glarized in 1971 in a search for 
Daniel Ellsberg's medical rec- 
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ning, decided against it, then "in excess of what he thought 
reaffirmed his decision the he had approved." 

"In any event," Krogh said 
in his statement, "I received 
no specific instruction or au-
thority whatsoever regarding 
the break-in from the Presi-
dent, directly or ,  indirectly." 

Former White House coun-
sel John W. Dean III has said 
that Krogh told him the or-
ders for the burglary came 
"right out of the Oval Office." 
Asked about this outside the 
U.S. Courthouse, Krogh told 
reporters that he has had 
"difficulty" recalling just 
what he said to Dean. But he 
declared: 

"My best recollection is that 
I said that authority for the 
plumbers—general authority 
—came right out of the Oval 
Office." 

The secret squad was organ-
ized in mid-1971 at Mr. Nixon's 
direction to track down the 
sources of sensitive news 
leaks. 

Krogh described himself as 
virtually hypnotized by • the in-
cantations of "national secu-
rity; that came with the as-
signment. 

"The invocation of national 
security," he said, "stopped 
me from asking the question, 
`Is this the right thing to 
do?' " 

Tracing his own involve-
ment, Krogh said it began at 
San Clemente on July 15 or 
16, 1971, when Ehrlichman 
told him the President wanted 
him to undertake an urgent 
assignment concerning Ells-
berg's leak of the Pentagon 
Papers to the press. 

"In that connection, Mr. 
Ehrlichman instructed me that 
the President had directed 
that I read his book, "Six 
Crises," and particularly the 
chapter on Alger Hiss, in prep-
aration for this assignment," 
Krogh said. "The message that 
I drew from this chapter was 
the President's concern that 
we proceed with respect to the 
Pentagon Papers and Dr. Ells- 
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ords. Gesell suspended all but 
Six months of the confine-
ment. 

'Krogh made clear in his 
written statement that he 
thought the break-in had been 
authorized by former White 
House domestic affairs adviser 
John D. Ehrlichman, but did 
not go into any details. 

'Krogh also disclosed that he 
was "removed" as head of the 
secret "plumbers" squad in 
I/ecember of 1971 when he re-
fused to authorize a wiretap 
On Navy Yoeman First Class 
Charles E. Radford. 

Radford had come under 
suspicion by the White House 
of leaking National Security 
Council documents to syndi-
cated columnist Jack Ander-
son and passing other files on 
to the Pentagon without au-
thorization, 

Krogh said his work with 
the "plumbers" unit had al-
ways been a part-time assign-
ment and virtually ended in 
November of 1971. But he said 
he was called back for a few 
days in December in connec-
tion with leaks to Anderson of 
documents on U.S. policy in 
the India-Pakistan war. 

"In that period, I was asked 
to authorize a wire tap in con-
nection with a highly sensitive 
aspect of that leak," Krogh 
said. "I declined and was 
there upon removed from the 
unit the same day." 

The tap on Yeoman Rad-
fOrd's phone and four of his 
friends and associates were 
subsequently put into effect 
by the FBI, informed sources 
Old The Washington Post yes-
terday. 

ogh told .newmen he re-
ed to order the Radford tap 
use he considered it 
erently risky and danger-

" and doubted that it 
uld remain a secret for 

ong. He said he was asked to 
authorize it on a Friday eve- 

following Monday and was 
"removed from the job" that 
evening. 

Recently, Krogh said he dis-
covered—when he was allow-
ed to review White House 
files on the plumbers' unit last 
month—that the tap was car-
ried out "along with another 
one in the same investiga-
tion." 

Krogh said these were "the 
only instances of wiretapping 
by the (plumbers') unit" of 
which he was aware. He said 
he did not even learn of these 
until Dec. 13, 1973, after he 
had pleaded guilty in the Ells-
berg break-in and was permit-
ted to review his files for any 
evidence in mitigation of his 
sentence. 

The former White House 
aide refused to go into any 
other details about the Rad-
ford tap, saying that he was 
still bound by "very clear 
guidelines" on that issue. 

On paper, Judge Gesell sen-
tenced Krogh to two-to-six-year 
term. 

But the judge said Krogh 
will have to spend only six 
months in prison. After that, 
he will be freed on unsuper-
vised probation for two years. 
Gesell gave him 10 days to 
straighten out, his personal af-
fairs before surrendering to 
federal marshals. 

Calling the sentence "just" 
and accepting it with "a sense 
of relief," Krogh emphasized 
to reporters that he had no 
bombshells to drop on Presi-
dent Nixon. He said he had no 
information in his possession 
that would implicate Mr. 
Nixon in any wrongdoing. 

Asked about Ehrlichman, 
Krogh said: "I don't know." 
Krogh said he felt he "had au-
thority for what was done" at 
Dr. Fielding's office, but that 
Ehrlichman said after the 
break-in that he considered it  

berg with a zeal comparable-to 
that he exercised as a con-
gressman in investigating Al-
ger Hiss." 

Although he headed the' 
plumbers unit, Krogh said his 
only meeting with President 
Nixon after its formation was 
on July 24, 1971, when he and 
Ehrlichman were called in. 

Krogh, who has listened to a 
tape . recording of the session, 
said the President seemed 
"deeply troubled" by yet an-
other leak a day earlier—pub-
lication in The New York 
Times of the fallback position 
of the United States in the 
strategic arms limitation talks 
at Helsinki. 

"The intensity of the na-
tional security concern ex-
pressed by the President fired 
up and overshadowed every 
aspect of the unit's work," 
Krogh said, and it was against 
this backdrop that the Field-
ing break-in was carried Mit. 

"Doubtless, this explains 
why John Dean has reported 
that I told him that instruc-
tions for the break-in had 
come directly from the Oval 
Office," Krogh stated. 

Krogh said he originally 
thought that Ellsberg had also 
been mentioned 'at the meet-
ing, perhaps because of Mr.* 
Nixon's own public statement 
last May 22. In it, the Presi- 
dent said, "I told Mr. Krogh 
that as a matter of first prior- 
ity, the unit should find out 
all it could about Mr. Ells-
berg's associates and his mo-
tives." 

However, Krogh said, "Dr. 
Ellsberg's name did not ap- 
pear to be mentioned" on the 
tape of the meeting, which 
Krogh reviewed recently at 
the offices of Watergate Spe-
cial Prosecutor Leon Jaworski. 

a 


