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But Vice President Admits
He Has Not ‘Had Time’ to
Examine Information

By MARJIORIE HUNTER
Special to The New York Times 2
WASHINGTON, Jan. 22—
Vice President Ford said today
that the White House had in- .
formation that would clear ™!
President Nixon of wrongdoing
in the Watergate affair or its
subsequent cover-up.

The Vice President added
that, while Mr. Nixon had vol- ¥
unteered to show him the ma-
terial, “I haven’t had time to
read the information.”

Mr. Ford also asserted that
the President had had nothing
to do with the 1814-minute
- erasure of a key Watergate
tape. =
“I know that the President
was not involved,” Mr. Ford
said. ;

The Vice President’s strong |
defense of Mr. Nixon ﬁi

against’
those calling for his impeach- )
ment or resignation came in al
30-minute news conference just

down the hall from Mr. Ford’s :
Capitol office. %

Mr. Ford was the second
prominent Republican to sug-|:
gest this week that the White
House had undisclosed informa- |
tion that would clear the Pres-
ident of wrongdoing in the
Watergate scandal.

Senator Hugh Scott of Penn-
sylvania, the Senate minority
leader, said in an interview on|
the Columbia Broadcasting Sys-k
tem’s “Face The Nation” tele-|
vision show Sunday that;
“information available to _me”
indicated that the President:
would ‘be exonerated on “spe
cific items.”

Offered Same Material

Mr. Ford. said today that'
President Nixon offered yester-
day to show him the same ma-
terial that Mr. Nixon was said
to have made available earlier
to Senator Scott. )

The Vice President indlcatedg

that the material would refute|

testimony last year by John W.

Dean 3d, the President’s former

counsel, that Mr. Nixon hadd{

knowledge of the Watergate

cover-up prior to last March 2‘,‘1,

the date that the President sdid

he learned of the concealment.
- Asked after his news con-
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ference if he planned to}
examine the information, he

replied: “There’s some questiony
in my mind whether I should
see it, It’s an open question;
with me.” He did not elaborate/
on his uncertainty over whether!
to read the information. :
" Asked why the White House
the material

has not made

" White House to release

. along the lines suggested by|
. material, Mr. Ford maintain

. “That information will exon

; mony provided by Mr. Dean in
T executive sessions.

. €Xecutive sessions.

- explosive natur
. testimony before t

tive sessions.

public, Mr. Ford replied: “It
is my understanding that thisf
information has been turned;
over to [Leon] Jaworski. It
i would. be improper for the;
it now.”,
Mr. Jaworski is the speciall
Watergate prosecutor. !

A spokesman for the special|
prosecutor’s office declined tol
comment today on whether any!

© such information had heen re-

-ceived from the White House.
Cox’s Comment

The former special prose-
cutor, Archibald Cox, who was
‘dismissed from that job by Mr.
Nixon last October, said at a
news conference today at Am-
herst College that, during his
time in that office, he had no
knowledge of any documents
that would clear Mr. Nixon|

|

|

Mr. Ford and Senator Scott. T.he_ investigation have seen no
While conceding that he had|indication that Mr. Jaworski is
not personally examined the preparing to seek g perjury
ed:|indictment against Mr. Dean, |
er-|  The i i :
ate the Pres‘iden-t.‘ It will totally de(;Iinedsﬂicrfr;eﬁogicﬁf m};atfff
nggrgut the testimony of John ter, but a spokesman for his!

Both Mr. Jaworski and Mr. Pg,lgi 'S}?rd today that
Cox before him ordered a major stricéigns”o l}ignlzs ;éllleiesﬁngo a;e}:
mvestigative effort into testi- information it wishes.

“Mr. Jaworski has said that|
though he is under restrictions
from releasing information, the|.
White House is not and that|
One source familiar with the € has g{xade N0 requirement of
handling of the information pro-|the White House not to do SO’”/ ‘,

One source familiar with the
ony provided hy Mr. Dean in

m

vided the special prosecutor’s|the spokesman said.
office said that “a major part|—
of the investigative effort” was
aimed at either corroborating or
disproing Mr. Dean’s testimony.
Handled With Care

__ From the beginning, Mr.|.
Dean has been handled very|-
carefully by the special pros-

| ecutor’s office because of the

e of his public
he Senate
Watergate committee and his
own involvement in much of
the Watergate cover-up. For
that reason, when an agreement
was reached to allow him to
plead guilty to one count of
obstructing justice in return|:
for cooperating with the in-|{
vestigation, it was made clear
he could still be charged with
perjury.

_Sources familiar with the de-
cision say the explicit part of
the arrangement was made for
two reasons:

qFirst, it signaled the public
that Mr. Dean’s subsequent
statements would not be ac-
cepted at face vaiue, but would
be subject to constant threat
of a perjury indictment.

gSecond, part of the argu-

1 ment used by the special pros-| i
ecutor’s office when it went|

to the White House seeking |
tapes, documents and other
evidence was the need to dis-

prove any of what Mr. Dean
nad been telling them in execur|

g i
According to the Vice Presi-|
dent and Senator Scott, the
material they consider would
“undercut” Mr. Dean’s testi-
mony is now in the hands of
the special prosecutor, How-!
ever, abservers familiar with -



