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By CHRISTOPHER LYDON

o
Speclal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan, 22 —'

Senator Barry Goldwater said
today that Watergate would
cost every Republican candi-
date a “disastrous” 10 per cent

of the vete this year. The only|
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man in the Vice President, and
there would be no transition
problem at all.

“I can see nothing wrong

wayPresident Nixon can help!with Ford becoming President

the situation, the Arizona Re-
publican hinted, is by resign-
ing:

Senator Goldwater did not
urge Mr. Nixon to resign. And
he emphasized that he had not
seen - evidence . of wrongdoing
that, by itself, warranted either
resignation or impeachment.

But, as a political matter,
he said, unless some sort of
“magic” soon redeems the Nix-
on Presidency, “it’s going to be
goddamned tough for any Re-
publican to get re-elected, in-
cluding myself, and. I look in
pretty good shape.”

“I can sense a strong feel-

ing right here on the Hill—
and; you’re.going to. see.it more
and-more as weeks go.on—that
many Republican -members of|
Congress would 1ike'6 fun this

year without Mr, Nixon” he]

declared.

if Mr. Nixon resigns or steps
aside,” Senator Goldwater said.
“He’s -a guy that’s Mr. Clean.
He’s an All-American boy. Ev-
erybody likes him.”

Yet Mr. Goldwater drew back
from any direct call for the
President’s resignation.

He asserted that the press
was “trying to egg me into
saying, ‘Resign, Mr. President,’
and I'm not about to do it.”

“I think they are trying to
set me up—the liberal column-
ists who are figuring I might
fall for this, saying, ‘Damn it,
I can go down in history,’” he
said. “Well, I don’t want to go
down in history that way.”

“I wouldn’t do it without
some concrete evidence,” he
continued. “I have not seen
anything yet that would force
me to say, ‘I think this man has
to go.”

Sharp Turn in Thought

Nonetheless, Senatot Gold-
water’s grave emphasis on the

Mr. Goldwater’s analysis, injdanger to Republican candi-
two interviews here, marked dates represented another sharp

his sharpest warning t5 the

a year in which the Senator,

has sent up varying signals on;

the Watergate affair. :
One- close associate of the
Senator said that he thought
the Arizona conservative, who
was the Republican Presiden-
tial nominee in 1964, was close
to "a final break with Mr.
Nixon.
“'Sénator Goldwater empha-i
sized, for example, in an inter-.
view * with The - Associated
Press, .that “we have a good
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turn in his thinking and an

" a S ‘indirect assault on the Presi-
Nixon White House in' nearly:

dent’s position. It -followed a
brief experiment with support
of the White House last week.

Last ‘April, apparently trying
to prompt the White House to
explain  Watergate, Senator
Goldwater complained, “There’s
a smell to it; let’s get rid of
was still pressing Mr. Nixon
for an -accounting. “I dor’t
think it’s Watergate, frankly,”
he told The Christian Science
Monitor, “as much as it’s just
a question in people’s mind
of just how honest is this
man.” ¢;

Last week, in a switch, he
attacked critics of the White
House and told a Republican
audience that the President had

“started a recovery.” But he
was privately incensed that the
White House had not warned
him of the further embarrass-
ments involving erasures on;:
Watergate tapes, which became:
public just after he spoke.,
From that point, Mr. Gold-‘;
water’s relations with the White!

House deteriorated sharply}
again, sources said.
In the meantime, Senator

Goldwater told interviewers to-b
day, fresh polling reports con-
vinced him that the political!
burden would fall directly on|
Republicans—not, as he was in-;
formed earlier, on incumbent!
politicians of both parties. !

Republican Losses Seen |

Republican candidates for the|:
Senate, the House and for vari-!
cus Governor’s offices are los-
ing 10 per cent of the total
vote even Dbefore their cam-
paigns begin because of Water-
gate, Senator Goldwater said,
quoting surveys by Richard
Wirthiin of Anaheim, Calif. ‘

“So if you didn’t win by 60
per cent or better,” he told The
Washington Star-News, “you’ve
got a handful of trouble in this|
election. If I were running for
the first time, I probably
would’'nt associate myself at
all with the President.”

In a separate development
today, former Attorney General
Elliot L. Richardson said it
might set a “dangerous prece-
dent” for Mr. Nixon to resign
simply because he was under
severe pressure.

Mr. Richardson, who quit the
Government last October when
Mr. Nixon decided to dismiss
Archibald Cox, the original spe-
cial Watergate prosecutor, said
that he expected imprachment
efforts to “grind along” in Con-
gress. ’ ;

Unless Mr. Nixon can rebuild
public confidence by acknowl-
edging his mistakes, Mr.-Rich-.
ardson told a group of reporters
over breakfast, “the situatoin
is liekly to make a vote for!
impeachment easier than a vote

against.”




