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Ford C onvmced

Nixon Is

Vice President Gerald R.
Ford said yesterday that he’
knows the President is inno-
cent of complicity in the
.Watergate case because of per-
| sonal assurances he has re-
ceived irom Mr. Nixon.

White House sources claim
that these assurances, con-
|veyed by Mr. Nixon to Ford
fdurmg an hour and 45-minute
meeting Monday, include tran-
seribed portions of a March 21
White House tape. The
sources say the partial tran-
'seription shows that on that
date. then-White House coun-
sel John W. Dean III first in-
formed the President of the
Watergate coverup. :

Ford’s proclamation of pres
idential innocence was the let
est attempt by a major Repub-‘
lican figure to counterattack!
against those who have called'

for Mr. leons 1mpeachment!
or: res1gnat10n Others who |

have taken a leading roIe in
the counterattack include Sen- !
ate Mmouty Leader Hugh;
Scott of Pennsylvania and
Sen. Barry Goldwater of Ari-
zona. ;

Unlike Scott, Ford said at ai
press conference that he had
not actually seen any “of the
evidence that would suppos-
edly clear Mr. Nixon.

“The President volunteered |
to show it to me,” Ford said.
“It was part of our discussion
vesterday but I have not had |
time to see it.” |

Apparently none of the Re- ]
publicans who are speaking
out in Mr. Nixon’s defense
{have actually heard the tape,
which Ford said is now in thev
hands of the Watergate spe’
‘cial prosecutor: e

See FORD, A8, Col. 1;
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Bob Hetherington, press sec-
retary for Scott, said yester-
day that the senator had notf
heard the tape but had exam-
ined the evidence himself. He
said that Scott had looked at
the material, apparently a re-
sume and partial transcrip-
tion, as far back as October
and November and since then
“had seen “additional materi-

1 bE)
“Sen Scott, can support the
fact that Mr. Dean was adv1s-’

I nnacem

?
By Lou Cannon ,
Washington Post Staff Writer P |
i

ing the President fom t‘le flrst;

.time on March 21,” Hethermg-

ton said.

Dean testified before the
Senate Watergate committee
that he first informed the
President of a cover- -up involv-
ing high White House aides on
Sept. 15, 1972. He said he told‘
Mr. leon of his (Dean’s) per-
sonal involvement in the cov-

erup on Feb. 28, 1973.

The President’s latest state-

ments to Ford are part of a
rconcerted White House effort
to discredit the impeachment

effort pending in the House
-Judiciary Committee and win
the support of wavering Re-
‘publican loyalists.

Ford last week described
the impeachment effort as a
“political grudge fight” and
the work of “a few extreme
partisans.” He said yesterday
he stood by these statements
and that the speech; was his
own idea, although the draft
was prepared by the White
House.

One Democratlc member of'

i the House Judnuary Commit-
tee, Bap Don Edwards of Cah-
forfia, said that conntrarz%: ¢
Ford’s accusations Demodr: }
had nothing to gain by an im-
peachment proceeding. :

“Politically, it would be far
better off for the Democrats if
Nixon limped algng as Presi-
dent,”. Edwards said.
tutlonally and ethxcally, we
can’t do that.” .

Goldwater also sald that Re-
publicans will be hurt if Mr.

said in an interview with Asso-
ciated Press that he hag a.pri-
vate poll showing that Water-
‘gate will cause a 10 per cent
loss of yotes for all Republi.
can. candxdates this year.

“I want-to tell you it’s going
to be goddamned tough for
any Republican to get re-
elected, including myself, and
I look in pretty good shape,”
Goldwater said.

The Arizona senator and
1964 GOP presidential nomi-
nee said it would not be “good
b litics” for Republican in-

cumbents to have to Tun in a
Wa’gerdate climate with- Mr.
Nixon still in office.

Even so, said Goldwater, he
had ‘seen no ‘evidence indicat-
mg that Mr. Nixon should ei-

%r resign or be impeached.

[dwater said that liberal tol-
lumnists “are trying to set me
up™ as President Nixon’s poli-
tical’ executioner and that he
refased to play this role.

A similar description of the
role that Goldwater was being
asked to play was conveyed to

“Consti-|

Nixon contmues m 0ff1ce He

ithe, senator by his old friend
;and " White  House counselor
‘Briice Harlow at a recent meet.

Informed sources said that
‘Harlow discussed the issue
with Goldwater shortly before
the Arizona senator appeared
on ‘a national television pro-
gram and said he didn’t think
that Mr. Nixon was “guilty' of
-anything” in connection with
Watergate.

Subsequent to that declara-
tlon however, a panel of sci-
ent1f1c experts told the U.S.

At his news conference yes-
terday Ford said that the Pres- |
ident was not going to remgn‘
and added:

“The President would be.
very unwise to resign., It!
would be very wrong of him to
dp so, particularly since I be-
lieve he is not guilty and will
be exonerated.”

Ford also expressed the
opinion that Mr. Nixon was
“in good shape, mentally and
physically.”

The Vice President was
asked about the 18%-minute
erasure and said he was confi-|
dent that Mr. Nixon was notI
involyved in jt.

“I-don’t know who was in-:
volved,” Ford said. “I spent:
time talklng to the President;
about Watergate yesterday
and I know from our conversa-;
tion-that the President had no !
prior knowledge of the Water- |
gate break-in or had any part I
of the coverup.” “& : r




