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President Nixon is de-
termined to serve out his 
full term and to stop being 
"consumed another year by 
Watergate," the White 
House said yesterday in a 
quick, reply to renewed calls 
for the President's resigna-
tion. 

The President intends to com-
plete his three remaining years 
in office and is "not entertain-
ing at all the subject of resig-
nation," press secretary Ronald 
L. Ziegler said in his first press 
briefing since Nov. 29. 

With the President's standing 
in 'the polls at an all-time low 
and with Congress debating im-
peachment proceedings, Ziegler 
proclaimed the President's in-
nocence of Watergate charges 
and said he does not know howl 
the gap occurred on the tape 
of his June 20, 1972, conversa-
tion with former aide H. R. 
(Bob) Haldeman. 

"The President does not feel 
it [the erasure] was delibepte," 
Ziegler said in the course:; g an 
hour-long meeting with report-
ers. "We do nbt know how it 
nappened. The President`does 
not know how it happened. If 
we did, we would say so." 

Ziegler's reintroduction to 
the White House press corps 
appiaared to be part of a 'Cam-
paign •to check the new de-
mands for action against the 
President as 'Congress reassem-
bles for a second year with 
Watergate the principal issue. 

Earlier in the week, Senate 
Minority Leader Hugh Scott 
(Pa.) reported that the 'White 
House has information to 'up-
hold the President's versions. of 
events. Yesterday Vice Presi-
dent Ford vigorously defended 
the President in a news con-
ference. 

The President won a degree 
of support from a Democratic , 
leader when Sen. Mike Mans-
field (Mont.) told newsmen 
that he did not believe Mr. 
Nixon should; resign,. "That is 
a decision he should make for 

Senate leader 

The fa tr'ehould continue 
to be laid out," Mansfield com-
mented. He said he would re-
serve judgment on impeach-
ment, noting that is an issue 
the House must decide .y 

Ziegler, said that, Mr. Nixon 
has been "under massive at-
tack's' and has been "sub-
stantially maligned" over the 
past year but has continued 
to demonstrate that he can 
govern. He knows the has "not 
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been involved in any wrong-
doing," Ziegler declared. 

Asked how the President 
viewed his drop in the public 
opinion polls, - Ziegler said 
"there would have to be, as 
there has been, an effect on 
the polls. We recognize that. 
And the way to see those fig-
ures go up is to be not con-
stantly devoted to proving 
the negative . . . and con-
stantly being on the defen-
sive." 

Much of the erosion of pres-
idential popularity has been 
the result of "the constant, 
constant, constant, constant 
charge, charge, charge" 
`against him, Ziegler said. 

Asked if the erosion had not 
been the result of "sensational 
disclosures," the press secre- 

tary replied: "That's hard for 
me to say. I prefer to rest my 
answer as I gave it to you." 

When a reporter asked if 
the* President should not be 
held accountable for his top 
aides, Ziegler declined to give 
a direct answer. 

He emphasized that the 
President is busy on foreign 
and domestic issues not re-
lated to Watergate, and cited a 
number of meetings he has 
had or has scheduled this I 
week with members of Con-
gress. 

The President will send a 
special message on energy to 
Congress today, Ziegler said. 
Before the message goes to 
the Hill, Mr. Nixon will meet 
with Democratic and Republi-
can leaders to brief them on 
the message.. 

"The President feels that  

there is a lot of work to be 
dime by Congress," Ziegler 
said. "The President is deter-
mined to devote his time to 
matters relating to legislation 
and to running the govern-
ment. 

"He's determined not to be 
consumed another year by 
Watergate." 

Mr. Nixon believes that "we 
have had almost a year of ex-
tensive investigation of Water-

igate. .and that it's time to 
wrap this matter up and con-
elude it. 

"We feel that the country 
wants the government to do a 
job in Washington. And that's 
what we intend to do." 

Questioned about a News-
week report that deeds to the 
President's papers which he 
gave to the National Archives 
were back-dated, Ziegler said: 
"We are looking into that in 
some detail. The President 
wants to find out about it and 
how the paper work was 
done." 

Regarding the ' President's 
tax problems, Ziegler declined 
to say whether Mr. Nixon in-
tended to pay back California 
intpme taxes. "We want to ad-
dIss the entire tax matter at 
one time," he said.  

When newsmen asked when 
the President might hold an-
other press conference (the 
last one was Oct. 26), Ziegler 
smiled and said he did not 
want to make the same prom-
ises of more press conferences 
he has made at the beginning 
of other years. 

But he said that "as a part 
of addressing important issues 
the President will be speaking 
out a great deal." 

Ziegler said he conducted 
the briefing instead of deputy  

press secretary Gerald L. War- 
ren, who held most of the 
White House briefings lately, 
because he thought "six 
months was too long to be 
away from the press." He said 
he would conduct the brief-
ings "more often" in the fu-
ture. 

Commenting on reports that 
he would give up the press 
secretary's title and keep his 
other one as assistant to the 
President, Ziegler said' he and 
Warren would keep their pres-
ent titles "for at least a 
while." 

Ken W. Clawson, deputy di-
rector of communications, is 
expected to be named diregtor 
to succeed former 'direCtor 
Herbert G. Klein. 

Ziegler defend the new 
White House rule requiring all 
aides to report to the press 
secretary on meetings with 
newsmen. 

Aides will talk more on the 
record and less for back 
ground, Ziegler said, to avoid 
contributing to stories which 
reports "sources said" ra er 
than naming an individual., 

"Source stories have been 
getting somewhat out 9 of 
hand," he said. 

In Houston, Mr. Nixon's 
chief domestic adviser,, Ken-
neth R. Cole Jr., also said that 
the President believes in him-
self and in his programs; and 
has no plan to resign. 

"The fact is the man still be-
lieves he can lead this country 
and that he has programs that 
can help the country," Cole 
told the National Association 
of Home Builders convention. 
"If you believe in what you're 
fighting for, you're no .going 
to resign." 
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