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Ford Reports 
Nixon Offer 
Of 'Proof' 

Washington 

Vice president Gerald R. 
Ford ,said yesterday that 
President Nixon vOlunteered 
to show him information 
proving he had no prior 
knowledge of the Watergate 
break-in or the subsequent 
coverup efforts. 

Ford told a news confer-' 
ence he has not taken the 
time as yet to read the infor-. 
mation. 

He said the offer came 
during a two-hour meeting 
he had with Mr. Nixon Mon-
day. .2-/ Jet nir 

"I spent time talking to 
the President about Water-
gate yesterday and I know 
from our conversation that; 
the President had no prior 
knowledge of the Watergate 
break-in or had any part in 
the coverup," said Ford.': 

2.- -1-  4 ,-ti Asked if II lmowle4ge 
was connect with a state-
ment Sunda by Senate Re-
publican Leader Hugh Scott 
that he had information that 
would clear Mr. Nixon of 
wrongdoing in some aspects 
of the Watergate case, Ford 
said, "I have not seen those 
transcripts." 

Later, Ford said, "The 
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have an obligation not to re-
lease that information pend-
ing indictment and trial of 
those accused." 

The information purport-
edly rebuts testimony form-
er White House aide John W. 
Dean III gave the Senate 
Watergate Committee that 
linked Mr. Nixon with the 
coverup. 

Asked about the recent 
disclosure that an 181/2 min-
ute segment of one of Mr. 
Nikon's Watergate tapes 
may have been deliberately 
erased, Ford said, "I do not 
believe the President was in-
volved in that at all." 

"I do not know who was 
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VICE PRESIDENT FORD 
He hasn't read it 
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President volunteered to 
show it to me. It was part of 
our discussion yesterday but 
I have not had time to see 
it," leaVing unclear whether 
there was one or more tran-
scripts. 

Scott, who said only that 
he had information, had crit-
icized Mr. Nixon's advisers 
for not urging the President 
to make the information 
public. 

Ford said "This is infor-
mation that is in the hands 
o f Mr. (Leon) Jaworski 
(special Watergate prosecu-
tor) and he and the judge  

involved," Ford added.  
Ford also rejected sugges-

tions by some Democrats 
that Mr. Nixon resign and 
said "The President would 
be very unwise to resign. It 
would be w r o, n g to do so, 
particularly since I believe 
he is not guilty of any 
wrongdoing and will be exo-
nerated." 
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