
The resignation talk spfgkefi 
on Capitol. Hill as 'the -..-93t1 
Congress returned front,: 
month-long recess to facii.0 
Ito the two' central iss 

	

President Nixon's ten 	:in in 
office and the energy 'short-
age, — left dangling last year. 

	

";. Results of Poll 	' 
Gatlup Poll showed 

that-while a majority of -Ameri-
cans were opposed to the im-
peachment of the Preside the 
nation was evenly div d ' on 
the desirability of Mr..Nixon's 
resignation. 

The President's younger 
daughter, Mrs. David Eisenhow-
er,•;said' in an interview 'hi the 
February issue of McCall'amag-
azine that her father should re-
sign if he was involvednin the 
Watergate scandal. but thgt she 
res confident "he hasnW ndone 
anything wrong." 

W The resignation discus', ap- 
red to be an outgrwth of 

'a ■ comment Friday by ,Repre-I 
Slintative Wilbur D. Mills, Dem-' 
ocrat of Arkanias, that Mr. 
Nixon should consider resign-
ing "in the near future" rather 
than subject the nation to an 
impeachment proceeding. 

Mr. Mills is chairman of the 
Joint Committee on Internal' 
Revenue Taxation, which is ex-
aming President Nixon's recent 
tax returns. 

Mr.,:  O'Neill told newsmen 
just before the House convened 
at noon that he believedrithe 
Preside& had "lost the efedi-
bility If the nation" andihat 
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"we'etibe better off" with Vice 
PresiOnt Ford in the White 
House. 

Speaker Carl L. Albert of 
Oklahoma, the senior Demo-
crat in the House, refused to 
comment on the resignation 
issue. He said he would "have 
to think a long time before I'd 

recommend to the President 
that he resign." 

Citing deep cynicism among 
their constituents, others in the 
House said that their travels 

I

to their home districts during 
the year-end recess had per-
suaded them that there was a  

.crisis of confidence in the 
Government. 

Representative Lucien N. 
Nedzi, Democrat of Michigan, 
showed several colleagues a 
public opinion questionnaire 
he had received from on con-
stituent. 

In reply to the question, "Do 
you approve of the over-all 

' record of the Nixon Adminis-I 
tration?" The constituent hadi 

I printed: "Ha, Ha, Ha." 
Representative Robert F. 

Drinan, Democrat of Massachu-
setts, a Roman Catholic prient, 
said that a voter in his district 
had sent him a message stating, 
"If you can't impeach him, ex-)  
orcise him."  

Representative John J. .Mc-, 
Fall, the House Democratici_ 
whip, and Representative, John 
J. Rhodes, the House. Repbuc-t 
Mean leader, said that any res- 

ignation suggestions were "pre-
mature" until the House Judi-
ciary Committee determined 
whether Mr. Nixon might have 
committed impeachable of-
fenses. 

But Representative Jack 
Brooks:  Democrat of Texas 
who ii a member of the Judi-
ciary Committee, said he be-
lieved a majority in Congress 
"would feel a lot better about 
it if the President resigigned, 
although it wouldn't be in the 
partisan interest of the Demo-
crats if he did it." 

Anderson Opposed 
Representative John B. An-

derson of Illinois, the chairman 
of the House Republican Con-
ference, described his col-
leagues as "wistfully" focusing 
on resignation and said he was 
opposed to It. 

Mr. Anderson said that Con-
gress had the constitutional 
means, through the impeach-
ment process, of removing or 
clearing the President, and he 
added, "It's a Republican prob-
lem and we can't turn aside 
from it." 

1 Mrs. Eisenhower disclosed 
last July that the President had 

1 discussed resignation with his 
family about two months 
earlier. At the time, the White 
House said that the converse- 

tion was not a sere, 
Recalling It hi the McCe„ 
terview, Mrs. Eisenhower s„ 

"The family said what wove. 
be  the good of resigning if he 
were innocent. The way, he 
looked at it for a while is that 
he wanted to do what's best 
for the country, and if resigning 
would clear things up'and male 
things better, that's what fie 
wanted to do, he said." 

The President's daughtr aid 
that he would never "bug out, 
so to speak" if that would "in-
dicate an admission of wrong-
doing, and he hasn't done any-
thing wrong. I think he would 
be making a mistake to resign." 

According to the most recent 
gallup opinion sampling, based 
on interviews with 1,504 adults 
between Jan. 4 and 7, 46 per 
cent answered "Yes" and 46 
per cent said "No" when asked, 
"Do you think President Nixon 
should resign from the Presi-
dency or not?" The reaming 8 
per cent had no opinion. 

Asked if Mr. Nixon "should 
be impeached and compelled to 
leave the Presidency or. not," 
53 per ent replied "No' and 37 
per cent said "Yes," with 10 
per cent expressing no opinion. 
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WASHINGTON, Jan. 21—The House-Denic vatiC leader, 
Representative Thomas P. O'Neill Jr. Of MaSsachtsetts, said j. 
today that President Nixon's resignation "would be in the 
best interest of the nation' 
economically." 

OtherS in the House joined 
Mr. O'Neill in suggesting that 
the President step down volun-
tarily rather than face impea 
ment proceedings. But se jar, 
Democrats and Republicans: 
fared 'publicly with Mr. O'Woi 
or called his statement fire-
mature. 

President Nixon meeting with Speaker Carl Albert, left, 
Senate Majority Leader Mike Mansfield and Senate Mi-
nority Leader Hugh Scott, right. At the rear is John A. 
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Scali, left, U.S. representative to the United Nations, and 
Thomas C. Korologos and Max L. Friedersdorf, obscured, 
Presidential aides. Mr. Nixon began sixth year in office. 


