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A Capital 
impeachment Ball 

By Torn Zito 

By Gerala 1Viattineau—The Washington Post. 

A participant' in the Impeachment Ball parades 
through the crowd with a papier-mache Nixon. 

headkatop his shoidders. 

There are starchy parties 
in the social life of Washing-
ton, and there are frilly par-
ties, and there are parties 
where marijuana is smoked. 
Something of each came to-
gether in a swirl Saturday 
night at an Inaugural Anni- 
versary Impeachment Ball 
that attracted over 2,000 of 
the Old Left, New Left, lib- 
bers, farm workers, organiz-
ers, students, lawyers, hou-
sewives and the simply curi-
ous. 

Inside the ballroom of the 
downtown Ramada Inn it 
was hot and heavy, not un-
like some politically charged 
fraternity costume party. 

There was the woman who 
came as a "sinister force," 
dressed as the Wicked 
Witch of the North but bear-
ing a placard that pro-
claimed "Tape Erasing a 
Specialty." There was the 
"Confirmed Acrobatic Sec-
retary." There was the man 
inside a giant milk con-
tainer, there was Arab oil 
sheikhs, American oil, ty-
coons and hundreds behind  

wrapped 'in Magnetic record-
ing tape. 

And outside there were 
protesters, 150 by police es- 
timate, waving tiny Ameri-
can flags and distributing 
handbills declaring that 
"the nation itself is being 
destroyed in an all-consum-
ing hatred and mockery of 
its President." Members of 
the National Prayer and 
Fast for the Watergate Cri-
sis group started by the Rev. 
Sun Myung Moon, they car-
ried signs announcing, "Let 
Him Who Is Guiltless Cast 
The First Stone" and "Cod 
Loves Nixon." Phe group 
marched around the side-
walks of the hotel until 
about 11:30 p.m., singing 
their theme, "The Day of 
Hope," as well as Irving 
Berlin's "God Bless Amer-
ica." 

The impeachment ball 
was organized as a fund-
raiser by the Washington 
Area Impeachment Coali-
tion. Until Tuesday they 
shared sponsorship with the 
Washington area American 
Civil Libertires. Union. Then 

Richard Nixon masks or 	-See BALL, B2, Col. 3 - 	• 
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Inaugural A
nniversary Im

peachm
ent B

all 
"I think I can undeistand w

hy N
ixon 

w
on w

ith such a landslide if this is 

the best they can get together," said an 

im
peccably dressed fellow

 in a brow
n 

suit w
ith a brow

n and w
hite bO

w
 tie. 

"T
here's a certain frivolous quality 

to the w
hole thing that drags it dow

n." 

B
A

L
L

, F
ro

m
 B

l 

the local A
C

L
U

 ,pulled out, 
claim

in
g

 th
at "th

e fo
cu

s o
f 

th
e b

all w
ill b

e o
n
 m

atters 
other than civil liberties as-
pects of im

peachm
ent." A

ll 
w

eek
 th

e co
alitio

n
 m

ain
-

tained it had soL
d 600 tickets 

at $5 each. B
ut on S

aturday 
th

e cro
w

d
in

g
 in

 th
e b

all-
ro

o
m

 m
a
d
e
 m

a
n
y
 th

in
k
 

th
ere w

ere o
v
er m

o
re th

ere 
than the' 2,000 the coalition 
rep

o
rted

 w
ith

 p
leased

 su
r-

prise. 
N

o
w

 th
is w

as ad
v
ertised

 
as a b

all, an
d
 m

o
st o

f th
e 

'people there, aside from
 po- 

litical 	
considerations, 

seem
ed

 to
 b

e in
terested

 in
 

d
an

cin
g
—

p
articu

larly
 th

e 
few

 drow
ned-out folks w

ho 
kept scream

ing "B
O

O
G

IE
!" 

throughout the evening. 
B

u
t lik

e m
o
st p

o
litical 

ev
en

ts, th
e fu

n
 co

u
ld

n
't b

e-
g
in

 u
n
til th

e
 id

e
o
lo

g
ic

a
l 

prelim
inaries w

ere consum
-

m
ated. T

hese included thea-
ter b

y
 th

e E
arth

 O
n

io
n

, a' 
fem

in
ist g

ro
u
p
, ad

d
ressin

g
 

the crow
d as "B

rothers and 
sisters . . ."; th

e read
in

g
 o

f 
th

e
 "N

ix
o

n
 2

3
d

 P
sa

lm
" 

(in
d
e
c
ip

h
e
ra

b
le

 o
n
 th

e
 

ro
o
m

's
 d

is
to

rtin
g
 P

A
 

system
); obligatory cries of 

"b
o
y
co

tt lettu
ce"; a fo

lk
-

singer w
hose m

ost dram
atic 

m
o

m
e
n

t c
a
m

e
 w

h
e
n

, to
 

"d
ress fo

r, th
e rev

o
lu

tio
n

," 
as sh

e p
u
t it, o

ff cam
e h

er 
fu

r jack
et an

d
 lam

e sh
irt to

 
rev

eal o
f scan

ty
 w

h
ite co

t-
to

n
 to

p
; th

e co
n
tin

g
en

t o
f 

stu
d
en

ts fro
m

 K
en

t S
tate;  

a
n
d
 th

is sc
e
n
a
rio

 in
 th

e
 

m
en

's ro
o
m

, w
h
ere a n

u
m

-
ber of m

en stand in a row
: 

"I'm
 a farm

 w
orker," a fel-

low
 says, bursting in. "W

e're 
a
sk

in
g
 y

o
u
 n

o
t to

 b
u
y
 

g
rap

es o
r lettu

ce o
r ,G

allo
 

w
ine." 
"Y

eah, you know
 I really 

like w
ine but I haven't been 

d
rin

k
in

' it, y
o
u
 k

n
o
w

, b
e-

cau
se o

f th
e b

o
y
cd

tt," re-
plies a fellow

 on the verge of 
sw

ooning. 
"W

ell m
ah

n
, y

o
u
 d

o
n
't 

h
av

e to
 g

iv
e u

p
 w

in
e, y

o
u

 
k
n
o
w

,"
 a

d
d
s th

e
 fa

rm
 

w
orker. "Y

ou can drink A
l-

m
ad

en
 o

r C
h
ristian

 B
ro

th
-

ers. T
hat's union grapes." 

T
h

ere w
ere, o

f co
u

rse, 
m

o
re trad

itio
n
al m

o
d
es o

f 
ex

p
ressio

n
. D

r. A
n
n
alee 

S
tew

art, 7
3
, said

 sh
e cam

e 
w

ith her 77-year-old husband  

"b
ecau

se w
e su

p
p
o
rt th

e 
things that the young people 
are w

o
rk

in
g
 fo

r." "I really
 

believe this is a nice expres-
sio

n
 o

f w
h
at p

eo
p
le feel 

ab
o
u
t th

e P
resid

en
t," said

 
A

udrey C
askey, a 35-year-

o
ld

 m
o

th
er, p

art-tim
e 'stu

-
d
en

t an
d
 sh

o
p
 stew

ard
 fo

r 
the A

m
erican P

ostal W
ork-

ers U
n
io

n
. O

v
er h

er g
reen

 
L

o
rd

 &
 T

ay
lo

r k
n
its h

u
n
g
 

an
 "F

B
I" w

an
t&

 p
o
ster fo

r 
R

ichard N
ixon. "T

his :s the 
first tim

e I'v
e ev

er m
o
v
ed

. 
on anything," she said. 

"I th
in

k
 I can

 u
n
d
erstan

d
 

w
hy N

ixon w
on w

ith such a 
lan

d
slid

e if th
is is th

e b
est 

they can get together," said 
an, im

peccably dressed fel-
lo

w
 in

 a b
ro

w
n
 su

it w
ith

 a 
b
ro

w
n
 an

d
 w

h
ite b

o
w

 tie. 
"T

here's a certain frivolous 
d
u
ality

 to
 th

e w
h
o
le th

in
g
 

th
a
t d

ra
g
s it d

o
w

n
." T

h
e
 

a lo
cal p

sy
ch

iatrist, 
declined to give his nam

e. 
F

riv
o
lity

 certain
ly

 w
as 

ram
 p

an
t, fro

m
 th

e o
u
tra-

g
eo

u
s co

stu
m

es w
o
rn

 b
y
 

m
an

y
 o

f th
e m

o
stly

 y
o
u
n
g
, 

alm
o

st ex
clu

siv
ely

 w
h

ite 
crow

d, to the auction item
s 

in
clu

d
in

g
 "M

arth
a M

itch
-

e
ll's te

le
p

h
o

n
e
" (it w

e
n

t 
for $10); a pass to the 1972 
R

ep
u
b
lican

 C
o
n
v
en

tio
n
; a 

d
art b

o
ard

 w
ith

 p
h
o
to

s o
f 

the P
resident and S

piro A
g-

n
ew

 at th
e b

u
lls-ey

e; an
d

 a 
W

atergate gam
e. 

P
erh

ap
s th

e o
n
e m

o
m

en
t 

o
f serio

u
s, p

ro
lo

n
g
ed

 ap
-

p
.P

u
s..: cam

e w
h
en

 P
h
il 

O
chs, -  a p

rotest sin
ger from

 
t.h 

P
ar]y

 '60s, revam
ped the 

chorus of 
h
is tired

 "H
ere's 

to
 th

e S
tate o

f M
ississip

i," 
singing: 

H
ere's to th

e la
n

d
 you've 

to
rn

 o
u
t th

e heart of 
R

ich
a

rd
 N

ixo
n

 fin
d

 yo
u

r- 
self another country 
to b

e p
a

rt o
f. 

T
hen —

 at about 1
 a

.m
. -

it w
as tim

e to boogie to the 
m

u
sic

 o
f Z

a
p
a
ta

, a
 lo

c
a
l 

third-w
orld rock group. 

B
y
 2

 a.m
., as th

e cro
w

d
 

w
as th

in
n
in

g
 o

u
t an

d
 th

e 
m

usic w
as stopp,ng, the ball-

ro
o

m
 o

f th
e R

am
ad

a In
n

 
d. c

ir. se
e
m

 fa
r re

m
o
v
e
d
 

from
 a pasture hit by a rock 

t: s 	
- littered w

ith beer 
cans, splintered plastic cock-
tail g

la
sse

s, em
pty w

ine bot-
tles, th

e rem
n
an

ts o
f m

ari-
juana cigarettes, fallen red, 
w

h
ite an

d
 b

lu
e 

stream
ers 

an
t, h

ere an
d
 th

ere, an
 u

n
-

punctured balloon. 


