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ixon on Speer ...E
hrlichm

an's L
aw

yers D
isagree 

O
n

e
 a

p
p

a
re

n
t sig

n
 o

f th
e
 h

e
a
v

y
 

. pressures on P
resident N

ixon cam
e, to 

• the astonishm
ent of adm

inistration of- 
- ficials, at 	

high-level energy crisis 
- m

eeting in the C
abinet R

oom
 just be-

- fore C
hristm

as w
hen M

r. N
ixon glow

-
ingly referred to H

itler G
erm

any's sen- 
• satio

n
al w

ar p
ro

d
u
ctio

n
 tech

n
iq

u
es 

during W
orld W

ar II. 
T

u
rn

in
g

 to
 en

erg
y

 ad
v

iser W
illiam

 
- S

im
o

n
, th

e P
resid

en
t said

 h
e w

an
ted

 
S

im
o

n
 to

 cu
t co

rn
ers, d

em
o

lish
 red

 
.tap

e an
d

 rid
e ro

u
g

h
sh

o
d

 o
v

er th
e b

u
-

reau
cracy

 to
 g

et h
is en

erg
y
 p

ro
g
ram

 
m

oving. 
. • H

e then advised his audience to read 
• A

lb
e
rt S

p
e
e
r's "In

si4
e
 th

e
 T

h
ird

 
R

eich,' particularly the description of 
h
o
w

 S
p
eer, as arm

s p
ro

d
u
ctio

n
 b

o
ss, 

- . h
ad

 k
ep

t G
erm

an
 w

ar p
ro

d
u
ctio

n
 at 

- p
eak

 lev
els ev

en
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e w
o
rst o

f 
the A

llied bom
bing of. G

erm
any. S

om
e 

present felt the P
resident w

as saying, 
. In effect: I w

ant B
ill S

im
on to be m

y 
A

lb
ert S

p
eer. 

. • T
h
e reactio

n
 o

f so
m

e o
f th

o
se list-

, ening bordered on shock. W
orse than 

th
at, so

m
e o

f th
e P

resid
en

t's o
fficial 

fam
ily felt that the easy praise for con-

victed w
ar crim

inal S
peer's industrial 

m
obilization w

ar slightly om
inous. 

A
n enduring rule in A

m
erican poli- 

tics has long stigm
atized praise for any 

aspect of H
itler G

erm
any in A

m
erican 

p
o

litical rh
eto

ric. T
h

e fact th
at M

r. 
N

ixon could so easily, and w
ithout self-

co
n
scio

u
sn

ess, b
reak

 th
at ru

le in
 th

e 
bosom

 of his official fam
ily w

as chill-
in

g
. It w

a
s a

lso
 in

d
ic

a
tiv

e
 o

f th
e
 

trem
en

d
o
u
s strain

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 is n

o
w

 
operating under. 

A
 fo

o
tn

o
te: In

 a far d
ifferen

t p
o
li-

tic
a
l la

p
se

 in
 la

te
 N

o
v

e
m

b
e
r th

e
 

P
resident m

ade an extraordinary m
is-

take. S
igning the A

laska pipeline bill, 
the P

resident said the first pen should 
go "to the senior senator from

 A
laska, 

M
ike G

ravel." D
em

ocrat G
ravel's col-

leag
u

e, R
ep

u
b

lican
 T

ed
 S

tev
en

s, th
e 

senior senator from
 A

laska, w
eb visibly 

upset but m
anaged to retrieve the first 

pen from
 an 6m

barrasied P
resident. It 

w
as •the kind of m

istake rarely m
ade 

by a P
resident w

ho prides :him
self on 

being m
aster of political m

inutia. 
•
 • 

T
he question w

hether John D
: E

hr-
lich

m
an

 en
ters in

to
 serio

u
s p

lea b
ar-

g
ain

in
g

 w
ith

 th
e W

aterg
ate S

pec
ia

l
.  

P
rosecutor is com

plicated by a severe 
b

ack
stag

e d
isag

reem
en

t b
etw

een
 h

is 
east and w

est coast law
yers. 

C
ontrary 

to 
sp

ecu
latio

n
, th

e su
g
-

gestion that E
hrlichm

an tell all in re- 

turn for lim
ited prosecution cam

e not 
fro

m
 S

p
ecial P

ro
secu

to
r L

eo
n
 Jaw

-
orski but from

 E
hrlichm

an's L
os A

n-
g
e
le

s a
tto

rn
e
y
, lib

e
ra

l D
e
m

o
c
ra

t 
Jo

sep
h
 B

all. B
u
t h

is W
ash

in
g
to

n
 at-

torney, conservative R
epublican John 

J. W
ilson, for now

 is opposed to cop-
p
in

g
 a p

lea. 
E

hrlichm
an's course m

ay determ
ine 

th
e fate not only of his' close friend 

an
d
 fo

rm
er fello

w
 N

ix
o
n
 lieu

ten
an

t, 
H

. R
. H

ald
em

an
, b

u
t o

f P
resid

en
t 

N
ixon. T

he H
aldem

an-E
hrlichm

an joint 
defense consists of flatly denying any 
w

ro
n
g
d
o
in

g
. Ig

n
o
rin

g
 . ad

v
ice fro

m
 

m
any aides, M

r. N
ixon has tied him

-
self to, the, H

aldem
an-E

hrlichm
an de-

fense. T
hus; should E

hrlichm
an begin 

talk
in

g
 freely

 to
 th

e p
ro

secu
to

rs in
 

retu
rn

 fo
r a o

n
e-co

u
n
t g

u
ilty

 p
lea, 

H
aldem

an and the P
resident m

ight be 
adversely affected. 

T
his again, raises the point brought 

up at last sum
m

er's S
enate W

atergate 
h
earin

g
s atm

 an
g
rily

 refu
ted

 b
y
 th

e 
tart-tongued, 12-year-old W

ilson: D
oes 

W
ilso

n
 rep

resen
tin

g
 b

o
th

 H
ald

em
an

 
and E

hrlichm
an as' w

ell as serving as 
an adviser to M

r. N
ixon constitute a 

p
o
ten

tial co
n
flict o

f in
terest? 

E
hrlichm

an w
as called to W

ashing-
to

n
 Jan

. 1
0
 in

 an
o
th

er attem
p
t b

y
 

Jaw
sorki to extract hard inform

ation. 
E

hrlichm
an w

as accom
panied only by 

law
yer B

all at a conference w
ith pros-

secu
to

rs th
at m

o
rn

in
g

 w
h

en
 B

all u
n

-
ex

p
ected

ly
 b

eg
an

 ex
p

lo
rin

g
 th

e p
o

s-
sibilities of plea bargaining. 

,B
all m

ay
 face a d

ifficu
lt tim

e in
 

d
efen

d
in

g
 E

h
rlich

m
an

 ag
ain

st a p
er-

ju
ry

 in
d

ictm
en

t retu
rn

ed
 b

y
 a lo

cal 
grand jury in L

os A
ngeles in connec-

tion . w
ith the W

hite H
ouse "plum

b-
ers"' b

u
rg

lary
 o

f th
e o

ffice o
f p

sy
-

chiatrist L
ew

is F
ielding. E

gil K
rogh, 

• an
 E

h
rlich

m
an

 d
ep

u
ty

 w
h
o
 led

 th
e 

p
lu

m
b
ers, av

o
id

ed
 a sim

ilar p
erju

ry
 

case in
 L

o
s A

n
g

eles w
h

en
 h

e to
o

k
 a 

one-count federal guilty plea in W
ash-

ington. 
B

u
t w

h
en

 E
h

rlich
m

an
. retu

rn
ed

 to
 

face th
e p

ro
secu

to
rs after th

e lu
n

ch
 

break Jan. 10, W
ilson accom

panied him
 

an
d
 sh

o
w

ed
 n

o
 in

terest in
 p

lea b
ar-

gaining. 
E

v
en

 if E
h
rlich

m
an

 g
ets h

is law
-

y
ers to

g
eth

er o
n

 a co
m

m
o

n
 p

ath
, Ja-

w
o
rsk

i's d
em

an
d
s w

ill b
e to

u
g
h
: A

 
g

u
ilty

 p
lea to

 a m
ajo

r ch
arg

e an
d

, 
m

o
re sig

n
ifican

t, assu
ran

ces th
at th

e 
n
ew

 ev
id

en
ce g

iv
en

 b
y
 E

h
rlich

m
an

 
w

ill be sufficiently im
portant. 

Uc 1974, Field Enterprises, Inc. 


