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B
ehind

, the Spying: Foreign Policy W
ithout the Pentagon 

It w
o
u
ld

 b
e a m

istak
e, it seem

s to
 

m
e, to

 m
ak

e d
ire an

d
 d

o
lefu

l p
red

ic-
tio

n
s ab

o
u
t th

e state o
f th

e u
n
io

n
 o

n
 

th
e
 b

a
sis o

f th
e
 la

te
st re

v
e
la

tio
n
s 

about spying in the W
hite H

ouse. 
T

hat a low
-level secret agent tried to 

k
e
e
p
 th

e
 Jo

in
t C

h
ie

fs o
f S

ta
ff in

-
fo

rm
ed

 ab
o
u
t w

h
at H

en
ry

 K
issin

g
er 

an
d
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 w

ere u
p
 to

 w
ith

 
the C

hinese and the R
ussians does not 

suggest "S
even D

ays in M
ax" or a m

ili-
tary takeover. 

B
ut it does suggest som

ething m
ore 

realistic an
d
 alm

o
st as im

p
o
rtan

t: It 
su

g
g
ests th

at, fo
r th

e first tim
e sin

ce 
W

o
rld

 W
ar II, w

e h
av

e b
een

 m
ak

in
g
 

fo
reig

n
 p

o
licy

 w
ith

o
u
t th

e g
en

erals 
and the adm

irals. T
hat fact m

ust have 
com

e as a terrible shock to the gener-
als and the adm

irals, and now
-th

at th
e 

secret is out, w
e can expect that there 

w
ill b

e
 a

 b
a
ttle

 to
 re

c
a
p
tu

re
 lo

st 
ground. 

If the P
entagon is to be deprived of 

its fo
reig

n
 p

o
licy

 ro
le, th

e P
en

tag
o
n
  

w
ill lose, pow

er; not only that, generals 
and adm

irals w
ill lose jobs. A

s the spy 
incident reveals, they are not going to 
take this lying dow

n. 
It seem

s clear, in retrospect, that the 
fam

ous leak of the N
ational S

ecurity 
C

o
u
n
cil m

in
u
tes in

 w
h
ich

 K
issin

g
er 

quoted the P
resident as having ordered 

him
 to "tilt tow

ard P
akistan" w

as part 
o
f th

e P
en

tag
o
n
's co

u
n
terattack

. T
h
e 

reasoning of the generals and adm
irals 

can
n
o
t h

av
e b

een
 id

eo
lo

g
ical. In

d
ia 

h
as few

 frien
d
s am

o
n
g
 th

e m
ilitary

, 
and P

akistan has m
any. S

o the gener-
als an

d
 ad

m
irals m

u
st h

av
e ag

reed
 

w
ith

 th
e P

resid
en

t's fo
reig

n
 p

o
licy

. 
W

h
at m

ad
d
en

ed
 th

em
 w

as th
at th

ey
 

w
ere not m

aking it. 
In retrospect, too, the P

resident and 
D

r. K
issin

g
er w

ere p
ro

b
ab

ly
 rig

h
t in

 
th

e
ir fe

a
r th

a
r th

a
t th

e
 P

e
n
ta

g
o
n
 

m
ight learn of their initiatives—

partic-
ularly of their initiative tow

ard C
hina. 

K
issinger w

as convinced that the gen-
erals and the adm

irals w
ould w

arn the  

right w
ing in C

ongress of his approach 
to

 th
e w

o
rld

's seco
n
d
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ist 

p
o
w

er an
d
 th

at th
e resu

ltan
t fu

ro
r 

m
ight defeat him

. F
or the sam

e reason 
he feared telling the Japanese, w

hose 
ties w

ith T
aiw

an gave them
 access to 

the A
m

erican right. 
S

o
 th

e b
attle lin

es are n
o
w

 clearly
 

draw
n. 

O
n
 th

e o
n
e sid

e are career o
fficers 

long-accustom
ed to m

aking foreign pol-
icy. T

he w
ay to prom

otion in the serv-
ices is by serving on staff, and prefer-
ably on staff W

ashington. 
Y

oung m
en w

ho graduate from
 W

est 
P

oint or A
nnapolis, and w

ho w
ant to 

g
et ah

ead
, lo

o
k
 fo

r ap
p
o
in

tm
en

ts o
n
 

th
e staffs o

f th
e secretary

 o
f d

efen
se 

or of the arm
y or of the navy or of the 

V
ice P

resident; and failing these, they 
look for jobs on the staffs of som

e in-
terag

en
cy

 p
lan

n
in

g
 an

d
 o

p
eratin

g
 

m
echanism

. 
T

h
at w

as th
e ro

u
te o

f th
e M

arin
e  

C
orps' G

en. R
obert C

ushim
an and of 

h
is su

ccesso
r as d

ep
u
ty

 d
irecto

r o
f 

C
IA

, G
en. V

ernon W
alters. T

he P
resi-

dent's assistant, G
en. A

lexander H
aig, 

rose the sam
e w

ay. S
ervice in the field, 

particularly on the battlefield, is still 
essen

tial, b
u
t it is n

o
 lo

n
g
er th

e o
n
ly

 
essen

tial. F
o
rm

er D
efen

se S
ecretary

 
R

obert M
cN

am
ara set dow

n the rule 
that no m

an could rise above the rank 
of colonel w

ithout staff service. M
cN

a-
m

ara m
ay have had the soldier-states-

m
an

 in
 m

in
d
. T

h
e so

ld
ier-p

o
litician

 
w

as one result. 
O

n
 th

e o
th

er sid
e is H

en
ry

 K
is-

singer, w
ho, from

 the m
om

ent he cam
e 

to the W
hite H

ouse, w
as determ

ined to 
cu

t th
e P

en
tag

o
n
's p

o
w

er o
v
er th

e 
m

aking of foreign policy. N
ow

 that he 
h
as b

eco
m

e in
stitu

tio
n
alized

 in
 th

e 
S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t, h
e w

ill b
e ev

en
 

m
ore determ

ined. 
T

he battle w
ill be tough. I hope K

is-
singer w

ins. 0 1974, L
os A

ngeles T
im

es 
H

enry K
issinger 


