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The chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Adm. 
Thomas H. Moorer, acknowl-
edged yesterday that some 
improperly obtained mate-
rial from Dr. Henry A. Kis-
singer's office reached his 
desk in 1971, but that he 
paid little attention to it be-
cause the information was 
"essentially useless" and du-
plicated material obtained 
through normal channels. 

Moorer, the nation's high-
est-ranking military officer, 
appeared on NBC-TV's 
"Today" show (WRC). His 
appearance marked the first 
personal response by the ad-
miral to recent allegations 
that he and the joint chiefs 
were somehow involved in a 
military "spy ring" bent on 
keeping tabs on the ultra-se-
cret diplomacy being carried 
on by Kissinger and the 
White House National Secu-
rity Council. 

Moorer used the occasion 
both to vigorously deny the 
existence of such a high-
level snooping operation 
and to defend his own Term- 

ADM. THOMAS H. MOORER 
. . . no "spy ring" 

tation and that of the mili-
tary hierarchy. 

The admiral's decision to 
appear on the nationally 
broadcast television shoW 
may also reflect—at least in 
the view of some high-level 
Pentagon officials—unhappi-
ness on Moorer's part that 
the White House and, to a 
lesser extent, Kissinger 

have not made stronger 
statements defending him in 
the face of lingering allega-
tions. 

"Are you satisfied ' with 
what the White House has 
said in clearing your 
name?" he was asked by 
NBC newsman John Cochran. 
Moorer answered only: "I 
think that the confidence 
that the President has in me 
is complete." 

Moorer explained the pas-
sage of papers from the 
joint chiefs' liaison office in 
the White House to his of-
fice in the Pentagon this 
way: 

Navy Yeoman 1C Charles 
E. Radford, working as a 
clerk in the liaison office 
for Adm. Robert 0. Welan-
der, had assembled a dupli-
cate file of documents that 
he typed up for Kissinger's 
office. Moorer said Welan-
der delivered some of what 
he called "working papers" 
and "a collection of roughs 
and carbon copies" to him, 
explaining that "his yeoman 
had, retained these in his 
clerical duties." 
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MOORER; From Al 
"Now it was readily appar-

ent," Moorer explained, 
"that I'd already received 
messages, memoranda and 
in some cases talked to Dr. 
Kissinger and the NSC staff 
about these matters. Since I 

was familiar" with the sub-
jects, he said, "I simply did 
not follow through as to the 
precise origin of these pa-pers," which he said dealt 
with "Vietnam, Cambodia, 
etc." 

"In retrospect," he said, 
"particularly in light of 
what's happened already, I 
should have perhaps been 
more alert and followed 
through on the exact man-

. ner in which these papers 
were acquired." 

At that time, he ex-
plained, "there was a very 
free flow of information to 
my desk," meaning through 
normal channels, and "my 
problem was not to find in-
formation" but "to deal with 
the excessive amount of in-
formation I had." 

Moorer said when he 
eventually learned "of the 
full *port of this matter," 
he directed Adm. Welander 
"to return any such papers 
to the NSC staff." 

"More importantly," he 
said, "I want to assure the 
American people that I have 
never issued any instruc-
tions, or gave any orders, ei-
ther directly or implied, to 
anyone to provide to me 
unauthorized information." 

Moorer said he could not 
explain why the yeoman was 
providing such extra data 
except that perhaps he was 
"overzealous." 	But 	he 
stressed the information 
was "essentially useless" 
and largely "buried" in bun-
dles of other information on 
the same subject "and so 
when I saw it, I just more or 
less dismissed it because it 
was no use to me." 

Moorer, several times dur-
ing the interview, raised the 
question of what the 
"motive" was of those 
spreading the story about 
military spying on Kis-
singer. 

There have been suspi-
cions within the Pentagon 
and elsewhere that the story 
of rich an operation ap-
pearEd at a time when se-
veral former White House 
aides faced indictments or 
trial for their part in the 
so-clled "plumbers" opera-
tion 

Tht operation was set up 
secrtly in 1971 to investi-
gatdeaks to the press about 
Manger's operation& The.  
WI* House has cited great 
conern over "national secu-
rity' matters as the reason 
for mthholding from Senate 
Watergate 	investigators 
some information on the 
Plunbers' operations. 

Asted in the interview 

yesterday what made this 
national security issue . so 
sensitive that it could not be 
investigated, when it ap-
peared only that an. overzea-
lous young man had given 
the admiral papers he al-
ready had, Moorer replied: 

"I can't comment on that 
because I only have a lim-
ited amount of information 
involved in this thing." 

Stressing his "personal 
concern" 	and 	his 
"institutional responsibility" 
as the top military man, 
Moorer said "the mere 
thought that the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff were cut off 
from sources of information 
and then set about to estab- 
lish a system of acquiring 
this information in an unau-
thorized way is ludicrous, ri-
diculous and a lie." 

Moorer indicated that the 
improper  paper-passing 
came to his attention when 
detailed verbatim minutes 
of an NSC meeting on the 
India-Pakistan war—which 
disclosed Kissinger's famous 
"tilt" toward Pakistan—ap- 
peared in the Jack Ander-
son columns of December, 
1971. 

The investigation, he said, 
uncovered "the indication" 
that yeoman Radford was 
also the source of the An-
derson leak. 

Radford, however, has 
firmly denied this. Pentagon 
sources say that there was 
only circumstantial evidence 
against the yeoman and do 
not rule out the possibility 
that an intermediary may 
have been involved. The 
lack of hardx evidence 
against Radford is said to be 
the reason the sailor was 
transferred rather than pun- 
ished. Others have specu-
lated that Radford was not 
punished because he was or-
dered to copy such docu-
ments by higher-ups. 

Moorer claimed it was ac-
tually Radford's boss, Wel- 
ander, who "uncovered" the 
source of the leak to Ander-
son and reported it to NSC, 
Moorer and former Defense 
Secretary Melvin R. Laird. 

Soon after the Anderson 
leak and the plumbers' in- 
vestigation, Welander's of-
fice was closed and he, too, 
was transferred, but into a 
job which indicated that he 
was not being punished.. 

Moorer emphasized that 
he had always had a good 
and close relationship with 
Kissinger "so I never felt at 
any time that I had any 
problem getting informa-
tion." 

He also sought to put to 
rest allegations that "the 
joint chiefs were opposed to 
the President's initiatives 
with respect to Russia and 
China" and were trying to 
sabotage them. 

"That's nonsense," he said. 
The joint chiefs "applaud  

the action taken by the 
President to open communi-
cations with these two large 
nations." 

He conceded that the 
joint chiefs "certainly do 
not agree in detail" with all 
the elements if the strategic 
arms limitation talks. But he 
said there was an opportu-
nity to make their case, that 
the chiefs "were not vir- 
gins" when it came to hav-
ing things turned down, and 
that their approval was ulti-
mately given to the agree-
ments with assurances that. 
new submarine and bomber 
programs could go ahead as 
a hedge. 

Sources currently and for-
merly with the Administra- 
tion who have talked with 
The Washington Post on the 
documents episode in recent 
days have also emphasized 
that they do not believe 
there was any plot to "spy 
on" or sabotage the White 
House. 

Rather, they maintain that 
in 1971 a large part of the 
established bureaucracy, in- 
cluding at times the secre-
taries of Defense and State 
and top military people, 
were not fully informed 
about what was going on, es- 
pecially with the Soviet Un- 
ion and China. This, they be- 

• lieve, touched off an intense 
scramble for information 
within the bureaucracy 
among those who felt they 
had the right and responsi- 
bility to stay informed. It 
was part of this scramble 
and the counter-measures 
which resulted in such. con-
firmed surveillance as the 
tapping of the phone of 
Laird's military adviser. 

An authoritative account 
of the SALT negotiations 
contained in. author John 
Newhouse's book "Cold 
Dawn" reveals the extraor- 
dinary degree of White 
House secrecy and that of 
Kissinger, "who' kept fully 
inforilied only his constitu-
ency of one." 

Moorer made the decision 
to appear on the "Today" 
show himself, according to 
informed sources, choosing 
to air his remarks unedited 
to a national television audi- 
ence and bypassing news-
papers and wire services, 
which the admiral is known 
to feel have been unfair to 
him in printing anonymous 
allegations about his in: 
volvement. 

The admiral was "made 
available" for interviews to 
the other two major TV net- 
works after the NBC appear- 
ance. The American Broad- 
casting Co. did film an inter- 
view, but. Columbia Broad- 
casting System correspond- 
ent Bob Schieffer said the 
Navy told him the "ground 
rules" were that questions 
be limited to the same gen-
eral ones used on the 
"Today" show. Schleifer 
says he declined. 


