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vans Wan
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A
fter sep

arate secret p
rev

iew
s o

f 
th

e tech
n
ical ex

p
erts rep

o
rt o

n
 th

e 
fam

o
u
s 1

8
-m

in
u
te b

u
zz, th

e sp
ecial 

p
ro

secu
to

r's o
f f ice an

d
 P

resid
en

t 
N

ixon's law
yers M

oved off on separate 
track

s lik
ely

 to
 co

n
v
erg

e in
 h

isto
ric 

confrontation. 
P

u
rg

ed
 o

f an
y
 p

o
ssib

le d
o
u
b
t, S

p
e-

cial P
ro

secu
to

r L
eo

n
 Jaw

o
rsk

i im
-

m
ed

iately
 d

eterm
in

ed
 th

at th
e m

atter 
o
f th

e erased
 W

aterg
ate co

n
v
ersatio

n
 

b
etw

een
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 an

d
 H

. R
. H

ald
e-

m
an on June 20, 1972 (three days after 

th
e b

u
rg

lary
) co

u
ld

 n
o
t b

e ig
n
o
red

. 
W

h
eth

er Ju
d
g
e Jo

h
n
 S

irica w
ere to

 
o
rd

er it o
r n

o
t, Jaw

o
rsk

i d
ecid

ed
 to

 

g
o
 to

 th
e W

aterg
ate g

ran
d
 ju

ry
 to

 
fin

d
 th

e tru
th

 an
d
 p

ro
b
ab

ly
 seek

 in-
dictm

ents. 
B

u
t at th

e sam
e tim

e in
 th

e W
h
ite 

H
ouse, the findings of the experts, de-

m
o
lish

in
g
 p

rev
io

u
s ex

p
lan

atio
n
s b

y
 

presidential aides, w
ere not allow

ed to 
interfere w

ith the new
 N

ixon hard line 
on W

atergate. Instead, prom
inent R

e-
p
u
b
lican

s w
ere en

co
u
rag

ed
 to

 issu
e 

b
ro

ad
sid

es ag
ain

st th
e P

resid
en

t's 
critics w

ithout getting inform
ed of the 

findings by the technical experts. 
T

h
e co

llisio
n
 co

u
rse set b

y
 th

ese 
tw

o lines is obvious. W
hile Jaw

orski's 
p
ro

secu
to

rs are seek
in

g
 to

 p
lace re-

sponsibility for tape tam
pering w

ithin, 
th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se. M

r. N
ix

o
n
's lieu

-
tenants are adm

itting nothing, reveal-
in

g
 little an

d
 co

u
n
terp

u
n
ch

in
g
 v

ig
o
r-

ously. T
hat collision, even som

e N
ixon 

stalw
arts n

o
w

 b
eliev

e, co
u
ld

 lead
 to

 
im

peachm
ent. 

T
h
e sh

o
ck

in
g
 rep

o
rt o

f th
e tech

-
nical experts w

as no surprise to either 
th

e p
ro

secu
to

rs o
r th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se. 

E
ach

 sid
e h

ad
 b

een
 g

iv
en

 p
ro

g
ress. 

rep
o
rts b

y
 th

e ex
p
erts, in

clu
d
in

g
 in

-
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 w

e
e
k
s a

g
o
 th

a
t it w

a
s 

possible to discover "fingerprints" on 
th

e tap
e left b

y
 th

e U
h
er reco

rd
in

g
 

m
ach

in
e. A

ro
u
n
d
 th

e tim
e B

o
sto

n
 

law
y
er Jam

es D
. S

t. C
lair w

as h
ired

 
to

 lead
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
's d

efen
se, it w

as 
obvious that the experts' report w

ould 
be bad new

s for the W
hite H

ouse. 
W

ithin the last w
eek, it had becom

e 
clear th

at th
e m

atter w
o
u
ld

 en
d
 u

p
 

in
 th

e g
ran

d
 ju

ry
—

eith
er at S

irica's 
o
rd

er o
r b

y
 Jaw

o
rsk

i's in
sisten

ce. 
W

h
at's m

o
re, th

e g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 w

o
u
ld

 
p
ro

b
e n

o
t o

n
ly

 p
o
ssib

le p
erju

ry
 in

 
earlier h

earin
g
s b

efo
re S

irica o
n
 th

e 
lo

st 1
8
 m

in
u
tes b

u
t w

h
o
 p

u
sh

ed
 th

e 
b
u
tto

n
s o

n
 th

e U
h
er m

ach
in

e an
d
, 

m
o
st im

p
o
rtan

t, w
h
o
 o

rd
ered

 th
e 

buttons pushed. 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t's law
y
ers h

ad
 tw

o
 

possible responses. T
hey could express 

their ow
n shock and pledge an attem

pt 
to

 fin
d
 th

e cu
lp

rit. O
r, th

ey
 co

u
ld

 
issue a hard-nosed law

yer's challenge 
to Jaw

orski: P
rove w

hat you can, but 
w

e'll fight you every step. 
A

ll step
s p

o
in

t to
 th

e latter co
u
rse. 

T
he im

m
ediate response in open court 

to the experts' report w
ere objections 

b
y
 S

t. C
lair to

 q
u
estio

n
in

g
 o

f th
e 

experts by the prosecutors. A
 possible 

strategy: break dow
n their credibility. 

E
v
en

 m
o
re rev

ealin
g
 w

as W
h
ite 

H
o
u
se

 e
n
c
o
u
ra

g
e
m

e
n
t o

f stro
n
g
 

counterattack speeches by tw
o R

epub-
licans enjoying w

ide popular respect, 
V

ice P
resid

en
t G

erald
 F

o
rd

 an
d
 S

en
. 

B
arry G

oldw
ater, after learning of the 

tech
n
ician

s' fin
d
in

g
s. B

o
th

 attack
ed

 
th

e P
resid

en
t's en

em
ies T

u
esd

ay
, th

e 
day of the experts' report, in language 
closely —

 and surprisingly —
 m

irror-
in

g
 th

e p
resen

t W
h
ite H

o
u
se lin

e. 
G

o
ld

w
ater w

as d
efin

itely
 u

n
aw

are 
an

d
 F

o
rd

 w
as p

ro
b
ab

ly
 u

n
aw

are o
f 

th
e b

o
m

b
sh

ell to
 

be 
ex

p
lo

d
ed

 in
 

S
irica's court. 
T

o
 fig

h
t b

a
c
k
 

in 
th

e
 te

e
th

 o
f 

ad
v
ersity

 is th
e lin

e lo
n
g
 u

rg
ed

 b
y
 

so
m

e p
resid

en
tial ad

v
isers an

d
 also

 
m

o
st co

n
d
u
civ

e to
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
's o

w
n
 

instincts. B
ut other, m

ore senior aides 
at th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se are g

lu
m

. O
n
e 

aid
e w

h
o
 learn

ed
 o

f th
e rep

o
rt o

n
ly

 
T

u
esd

ay
 called

 it "really
 to

u
g
h
, d

y
-

nam
ite." A

nother aide, w
ho had know

n 
o
f th

e rep
o
rt fo

r so
m

e tim
e, called

 it 
"bad new

s, very bad new
s for us." 

In
d
eed

, th
e rep

o
rt stu

n
n
ed

 m
an

y
 

R
ep

u
b
lican

 co
n
g
ressm

en
 w

h
o
 h

ad
 

b
eg

u
n
 to

 feel P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 m

ig
h
t 

conceivably be on the upsw
ing. S

everal 
R

ep
u
b
lican

s o
n
 th

e H
o
u
se Ju

d
iciary

 
C

o
m

m
ittee, ab

o
u
t to

 b
eg

in
 im

p
each

-
m

ent proceedings, now
 fear the w

orst. 
W

h
at lies ah

ead
 w

h
en

 Jaw
o
rsk

i's 
law

y
ers g

o
 to

 th
e g

ran
d
 ju

ry
 is u

n
-

k
n
o
w

n
. P

rev
io

u
s testim

o
n
y
 in

d
icates 

th
e erased

 tap
e w

as h
an

d
led

 o
n
ly

 b
y
 

presidential aides John B
ennett, S

teve 
B

u
ll an

d
 R

o
se M

ary
 W

o
o
d
s p

lu
s th

e 
P

resident him
self. B

ut M
r. N

ixon lis-
tened to the tape only at C

am
p D

avid, 
w

here there w
as no U

her tape record-
in

g
 m

ach
in

e, acco
rd

in
g
 to

 testim
o
n
y
. 

S
o, w

ith hard evidence now
 in hand 

th
a
t th

e
 ta

p
e
 w

a
s a

d
u
lte

ra
te

d
, th

e
 

to
u
g
h
er q

u
estio

n
s rem

ain
 o

f w
h
en

, 
w

h
ere an

d
 b

y
 w

h
o
m

 th
e d

eed
 w

as 
done. Jaw

orski is intent on getting the 
answ

ers. T
hat the P

resident's law
yers 

seem
 read

y
 to

 fig
h
t h

im
 at v

ery
 step

 
is sc

a
rc

e
ly

 re
a
ssu

rin
g
 to

 w
o
rrie

d
 

R
epublicans both on C

apitol H
ill and 

in the W
hite H

ouse itself. 
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