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from his office and modified 
so that it cocld not record at 
all. 	- 2.-a 

Eight days later he said 
he received a request from 
Buzhardt , that the recorder 
be picked up from bis office 

and restored to its original 
shape. 

Sims also said that to his 
knowledge Bull never has 
been supplied by the Secret 
Service with the suspect 
tape recorder except on Oc-
tober 1 when it was new. 

Associated Press 

Assistant to President 
Names Nixon, 4 Others- 
Denies There Were More 

Washington 

A White House aide testified yesterday that he knows cif only five people ,who ever had possession of the Watergate tape on Which an 181  2-minute seg-ment of conversation was erased. 
Stephen B. Bull, a special assistant to the presi-dent, told a federal court hearing that the only people he knew of who had access to that tape were himself; the president; Mr. Nixon's secret a r y, Rose Mary Woods; J. Fred Buzhardt, a White House lawyer, and General John Bennett; an 

aide. many as nine instances 

The experts are to return 
to court tomorrow for cross -
examination by White House 
lawyers. 

Most of the questions di-
rected to Bull and a Secret 
Service official who preced-
ed him on the stand dealt 
with who had access to the 
tape and the Uher 5000 re-
cording machine the experts 
pinpointed as the one used 
when the conversation was 
obliterated. 

Bull startled the specta-
tors in the courtroom when, 
upon being shown a receipt 
indicating he had received 
the Uher recorder last Octo-
ber 1, he said, "That is not 
my signature . . . that is not 
even close." 

Bull did acknowledge that 
he had received the machine 
that day and had passed it 
on to Miss Woods to use 
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the June 20 tape. 
An assistant special prose-

cutor pointed out that there 
were initials next to the sig-
nature which seemed to indi-
cate someone had signed 
Bull's name because he was 
not available at the time 

"No one is authorized to 
sign my name," Bull said. 

"So this is an unauthor-
ized signature?" Bull was 
asked. 

"Yes, indeed," he replied. 
Bull testified that he had 

listened to the tapes to de-
termine where the subpoen-
aed conversations began on. 
each reel and had marked 
them so that Miss Woods 
would know where to begin 
transcribing. 

He said he never listened 
to the Haldeman portion of 
the June 20 tape and never 
heard the buzz later found 
on the recording. 

According to Haldeman's 
notes, the obliterated seg-
ment contained the °Jul dis-
cussion, at that meeting, of 

Bull denied telling a New 
York Times reporter that a 
number of other people also 
had access to the tape of a 
June 20, 1972, conversation 
between the President and 
his then - chief of staff, H. 
R. Haldeman. 

Bull testified shortly after 
U.S. District Judge John J. 
Sirica raised the possibility 
that he might refer the case 
to a grand jury. 

"I have to decide whether 
or not I'm going to recom-
mend to the special prosecu- • 
tor that this case should be 
submitted or whether the 
special prosecutor should 
seriously consider submit-
ting it to the grand jury," 
the judge said. 

"I'll make that decision in 
due course," he said. It was 
the first time he had given 
any indication in open court 
of what action he might 
take. 

Tuesday a panel of techni-
cal experts said there were 
at least five and perhaps as 
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Washington 

The FBI has begun an in-
vestigation of the erasure of 
the 181/2-minute segment 
of the June 20, 1972, White 
House tape recording. 

Theinvestigation, 'request-
ed by special Water gate 
prosecutor Leon.  Jaworski, is 
the firmest indication he has 
concluded the erasure may 

,a criminal act. 
Washington Post 
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the Watergate break-in that 
had occurred three days be-
fore. 

Louis Sims, chief of the 
technical service division of 
the Secret Service, testified 
that he was unable to pply 
documentary evidence o n 
who had used the tape recor-
ders at various times. 

H e said those records 
were destroyed each time a 
machinewas returned to Se-
cret Service custody 

Sims also testified that the 
microphones in the Presi-
dent's Oval Office and his 
other offices remain in place 
but the wires that had con-
nected them to recorders 
have been cut. 

The tape system was dis-
mantled last July 18 two 
days after Alexander Butter-
field, testifying before the 
Senate Watergate commit-
tee, revealed its existence. 

"The microphones are still 
in place on this date," Sims 
said. "My recollection is on 
the 18th all equipment -you 
see listed was removed. The 
only thing left w a s the 
wires." 

Sims also testified that on 
October 1 the Secret Service 
purchased the Uher 5000 
tape recorder that the ex-
perts said w a s probably 
used when the erasures 
were made and that he took 
it to Bull. 

Bull had testified that he 
took the recorder' to Miss 
Woods, who had asked for a 
transcribing device with a 
foot pedal. The pedal would 
enable her to transcribe 
without taking her hands 
from the typewriter to use 
the controls. 

Sims said he delivered the 
machine to Bull at 1:15 p.m. 

Miss Woods had testified 
that on that day she listened 
to the June 20 tape for about 
21/2 hours and in the course 
of transcribing it she discov-
ered that she had pushed the 
record button. She said she 
went into the President's off-
ice at about 2:15 p.m. to in-
form him that she had made 
a mistake. 

The yhite House log for 
that, date showed that she 
met =with Mr. Nixon at 2:08 
p.m, -  

The Haldeman. conversa-
tion was the second of two 
on that particular recording, 

Sims also testified thaton 
November 12 Bull tele-
phoned to ask that the parti-
cular recorder be picked up 

'Five Had Access 

To Erased Tape' 
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of 'while trying to transcrih( erasing and re - recording in 
the 181/2 - minute obliterated 
segment. 


