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By PHILIP SHABECOFF

Special to The New York Times
]‘ WASHINGTON, Jan. 15 —
In what appeared to be a new,
‘more aggressive defense of
President Nixon by the White
House, Vice President Ford
lashed out today at what he
called “a few  extreme
partisans” who he .said were
“bent on stretching out the
ordeal of Watergate for thelr
own purposes.”

In a speech in Atlantic City,
‘Mr. Ford charged that those
who sought the President’s im-
\peachment wére really attack-
ing the President’s philosophy
and policies, such as reduced
Federal spending and increased
“individual independence.”

Mr. Ford said that the
American Federation of Labor
and Congress of Indstrial or-,
iganizations, Americans for
Democratic Action and other
“powerful pressure organiza-
‘tions” were engaged in “an
all-out atack against the Presi-
dent.”

“Their aim is total victory
‘for themselves and the total
‘defeat not only. of President
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crush the President and his’
philosophy, they are convinced:
that they can then dominate the
Congress and, through it, the
nation.” L
The Vice President’s harshly|:
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“If they can




