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Never Strayed Far From W hite House Eyes

By William Claiborne
Washington Post Staff Writer

The odyssey of the June 20 Watergate
tape, by all accounts, never stretched
beyond the ward of the President or his
trusted advisers.

It went as far as Camp David, Md,
and back to tke White House and even,
for a time, was entrusted in the hands
of officials of~ the National Secumty
Agency. 18

Rose Mary Woods ithe President’s per-
sonal secretary,:labored over it while at-

_ tempting to transcribe 30 hours of re-
cordings, and other White House aides
kept it in safekeeping.

But, at no time did it stray from the
sight of its White House keepers, other
than when it was locked securely in a

* vault, according to sworn testimony by
Mr. Nixon’s assistants, and to documents

presented to U.S. District:Judge John.J....

Sirica.
Yet, inexplicably, according to a panel
of court-appointed accoustics experts, an

-Chief of Staff H. R.

18%-minute segment of the tape was ob-
literated by at least five separate hand
motions on a tape recorder.

Gone from the tape is a conversation
between the President and White House
(Bob) Haldeman
three days after the Watergate break-in,
a conversation that prosecutors regard as
crucial to determining when the Presi-
dent first learned of the cover-up of the
scandal. .

If the AWhite House statements given
to the court so far withstand the test™of
further scrutiny, then the court may look
for an explanation before July 18, the

.date when presidential assistants began -

keeping a day-by-day log of the wherea-
bouts of the tapes.

Before that time, the Secret Service
maintained sketchy records of the tapes’
travel, sometimes ncting sign-outs on
brown wrapping paper.

Haldeman testified before the Senate

"'Select 'Committee that He. took several

tapes home overnight between July 9 and
See CHRONOLOGY, A5, Col. 1
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11 but he could recall the
date of only one.

That was a Sept. 15, 1972,
post-Watergate meeting in
the White House, Haldeman
said, and Mr. Nixon had
asked him to listen to it-be-
cause the President’s recol-
lections of the meeting dif-
fered from testimony by
fired counsel John W. Dean,
11T,

Haldeman said no serious
questions were raised about
his taking the tapes home
because it was not even gen-
erally known then that the
recordings existed. It was
not until July 16 that for-
mer White House aide Alex-

ander P. Butterfield public- :

ly disclosed that several
rooms in the White House.
had been secretly bugged at
the President’s request.

Since then, examination of
Secret Service records by
the court has turned up no
evidgflce that Haldeman took
" the June 20 tape.

The June 20 recording.is
considered by the Speciai
Watergate Prosecutor’s Of-
fice to be important because
it involved a meeting of the
President and Haldeman just
three days after the Water-
gate break-in. Earlier in the
day, according to Senate tes-
timony, Haldeman and John.
Ehrlichman, another presi-
dential adviser, had met.
with Dean, tormer Attorney’
General John N. Mitchell
and then Attorney General
Richard G. Kleindeinst! *

According to former Spe-

- phen Bull the next day.

cial Prosecutor Archibald
Cox, the tape “should show
the extent of the knowledge
of the illegal activity by the
participants” at the meet-
ing, or “any effort to con--
ceal the truth.” :

The only comprehensive
daily journal of the move-
ments of wvarious White
House tapes is a two-page
ledger submitted to Judge
Sirica early last December
by White House Counsel J.
Fred Buzhardt.

The document, compiled
by White House aide John
Bennett, describes the June
20 recording as “E.Q.B.—
Start 6/12/72.” That is the
date that the tape in ques-

+ tion began recording conver-

sations in Mr. Nixon’s office
suite in the Executive Office
Building.

Bennett sald the tapes
were turned over to him by
the Secret Service last July
18; and that none of the re-
cordings was removed from
his vault until last Sept. 28.
The summary Sirica received *
covers check-ins and check-
outs from Sept. 28 to Dec. 3.

According to the log, Ben-
nett removed the June 20
tape from his vault last Sept.
28 in preparation for giving
it to White House aide Ste-

Testimony indicated that °
Bull had this and other '
tapes transported to the
presidential retreat at Camp
David, where Mr. Nixon’s
personal secretary, Rose
Mary Woods, was to attempt
to transcribe them.

Miss Woods testified that
she worked on the June 20

tape throughout the week-
end of Sept. 29, but she said
she attempted only.te. tran-

scribe a conversation ¢ be-|:
tween the President and-
Ehrlichman that preceded”|
the conversation between |

Haldeman and Mr. Nixon.
At one point while she

scription, Miss Woods said,
the President came into her
cabin and pushed:the, Dbut-
tons” of the tape recorder
several times to listen to
parts of the tape. L
She testified that she
never listened to the June
20 Haldeman conversation at
Camp David because White
House attorneys had con-
cluded that the conversation
was. not one of those sub-
poenaed by the prosecutors.
It was not until Oet-_ 1,
Miss Woods testified, that
she. listened to the June 20
Haldeman conversation with
the President. It was then,
she said, that she accident-
ally pressed the “record”
button of her Uher 5000 re
corder while answerlng a
telephone, ther eby obliterat-
ing a Segment of the tape..
According to Bennett’s
log, 'the next movement of
the geontroversial tape oc-
curred on Nov. 13, when he
took the tape to technicians
of the National Security
Agency to make copies. Ben-
nett said the two copies
were made in his presence,

was workmU on the tran-
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and that the original was
néver out of his sight. -

The original, Bennett said,
was sealed in a box on Nov.
14 and on Nov. 26 was
handed to Buzhardt for de- °
livery to U.S. District Court.
It was kept under guard in
a safe in the court house
until six U.S. marshals took
it by train to New York for
testing by the panel of court-
appointed experts. s

The first copy, Benneit’s
log shows, was signed over
to Buzhardt on Nov. 14. The
second copy was kept in a
White House safe until Nov.
29, when it was sent to
Sirica, Bennett said.

The whereabouts of the
copies, however, may be a
moot question, because the
panel of accoustical experts -
cdncluded yesterday that the
tape they examined is an
original.

The net claim of Ben-

" nett’s detailed summary is

that only Miss Woods and
Bull had possession of the
June 20 tape out of the
evesight of either Bennett
or presidential attorneys af-
ter last July 18.




