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Nixon Candor

Drive Fading

By Carl Bernstein and
Bob Woodward :
. Washington Post

Washington

The White House has ,de-
cided to scale down “Opera-
tion Candor,” Presiden tNIx-
on’s ;campaign to aggres-.
sively, defend himself in
publi¢ against charges atis-

ing “from the Watergate
" scandals, according to White
House sources.

Accordingly, the White
+ House will not publiclyire-
lease transcripts or .sum-
maries of presidential.iape
recordings and will resistat-
tempts by the Senate Water-
gate .Committee to obtain
such materials, the sources
reported.
) 22 DEC. -
The d-ecis/&én was redched
Wednesday( after the Presi-
dent-and his senior advisers
concluded that the contents
of the tapes, if disclosed,
could lead large segments of
the public to believe:ithat the

President was involved in .

the conspiracy to cover up
Watergate — even though
the tapes might not legally
incriminate him.

According to senior pres-
idential aides, the White
House tape recordings” indi-
cate that — at a minimum

- — Mr. Nixon had knawledge
at least several daysbefore
March 21, 1973, the date that
the President maintains he
first dearned of administra-
tion involvement.

Two presidential " aides
who had consistently main-

tained that Mr. Nixon was
not involved in the copspira- .

¢y to cover up Watergate,
now tell the Washington Post
they are no longer con-
vinced. ‘

Their latest comments re-
flect mounting concern in
the White House about the
President’s future and a de-
veloping strategy aimed less
at regaining public support
than avoiding the impeach-
ment or forced resignation
of the President. .

Instead of pl_l‘bﬂicly releas-

“decided Wednesday that any
such  material would he
made available in the future
only to the House Judiciary
Committee — which has be-
gun a preliminary inquiry
nto the pogsible impeach
ment of Mr. Nixon — the

sources said.

“As part of the same Heci.
sion, the public release of in-
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formation on--other Water-
gate-related matters, inelud-
ing.sMr. Nixon'‘s role in the
ITT»and milk fund contro-
versies, is in question; the
sources said. Kot

“The problem is $ill in-

some . dispute and Er~still
think® there is roomi: for
movement,” said one senior
presidential adviser who un-
successfully argued forim-
mediate release of the ITT
and milk information. “But

as of now, the only possible -

release of anything would be

requests from the Judiciary

committee. That way we at !

least give the appearange of
cooperation.” p
In-the case of the tapes,
release to the comn%ttee
would be far less damaging

than making their contents .

public, the sources said, be-
cause most senior White
House aides believe the
transcripts do not comprise
legal proof that the Presi-
dent broke thelaw in Water-
gate.

However, the White House
has ruled out public disclo-
sure because —in the words
of one source — “most of
the public and news media
would read the transcripts
and conclude that the Presi-
dent ‘was involved in a con-
spiracy.” :

The sources said that, ata
minimum, the tapes show
that” the President was

~aware that there was an or-

ganized effort last year to
deceive the public and “con-

“ tain’’ Watergate becouse it

represented a threat to Mr.
Nixon’s re-election in the
1972 campaign.

The sources said that the
transeripts of the tapes indi-
cate that former presiden-
tial counsel John W. Dean
HI was wrong in some of his
key allegations against the
President. However they re-
fused to be specific about

which of:Dean’s allegations=

might beshown mistaken.

Dean’s testimony before'
the Senate Watergate com-

mittee included assertions
that the President indicated
as .early as Sept. 15, 1972,

that he knew of the Water-

gate coverup; that Mr. Nix-

on told’ him on Mareh, 13,
1973, that he had authorized
executive clemency for at
least one of the seven con-
victed  conspiratorssfan d
there . would be ‘no prob-
lem” raising money to buy
their. silence; and that, on
April 15, 1973, the President
told him he had besu “kid-
ding” about the alleged offer
of clemency. 5

The White House has said
that "no tape recording was
made of the April 15 conver-
sation. The March 13 con-
vergation was among the
tapes the White House had
once- considered releasing
publicly.

“Dean need only be right
on one charge or wppear to
be right on one charge and,
in the present atmosphere,
that-might be enough to take
the President down,”" one of
the sources said.

Another source described
the situation as
“Any time you play some-
thing back, it’s the impres-
sions of the listener that
count . . . you would almost
have: to have been i the
room at the time to judge
. . . something could be said
tongue-in-cheek and be very
funmy, but if it was meant
seriously it could be<very

_ dang‘aging.”

The sources emphasized
that the transcripts also re-
veal embarrassing ladguage
and attitudes on the part of
the President. One . source
saidk. they demonstrate Mr.
Nixon’s reported concern
with' “petty”” political retri-
butions and another said:
“There are a lot of really
nasty comment about indi-
viduals.”

The most damaging ma-
terfal to the Presidents
case, the sources said, is not

- necessarily contained in the

seven tape recordings al-
ready turned over to the
Watergate special prosecu-
tor, but in the tapes of near-
Iy 500 conversations  and
mettings recently subpoe-
naed by the Sénate Water-
gate committee.

Public release of trans-

follows: -

scripts or summaries of the
seven. initial conversations
would set a precedent the
White House wants to avoid
and would also tend to give
legitimacy to the Senate
subpoena for more tapes,
the sources said.

According to White House
officials, the President and
his advisers have decided to
resist the:Senate request at
all: costs: and. will either ig-
nore it'or try to stave-off its
demands by engaging in a
protracted court battle,

The decision to agree to

the release of taped materi-
als t0 the House Judiciary
Committee was _virtually
inevitable, the same sources
said, because any clear:sig-
nal of noncooperation with
that committee might etn-
hance the chances of im-
peachment.

The tentative decision to
shelve Operation Candor

was» made after an intense .

debate in the White House
over whether to release the
tape transcripts. Presiden-
tialiiaides arguing for disclo-
sure said that a majority of
the public already asstimes
the. worst and the tran-
scripts might at least' glear
suspicion of the President in
some areas.
“Even if the tapes are am-
biguous on the question of
the President’s involvement
in the coverup, my feeling is
that ambiguity is better than
conviction by 75 per cent of
the American people” one
senior White House official
said. “To me, that’s a defini-
tion of progress if we can
show that.” '

Other sides argued to the
contrary that public disclo-
sure would at minimum do
permanent harm to the Pres-
idency and be demeaning to
Mr. Nixon personally. . :

The decision to withhold
the taped conversationsw as
reached after several weeks
of vacillation which, accord-
ing: to White House sources,
was indicative of:the:grow-
ing indecisiveness inthe pol-
icy: - making process:there.
The President, according to
nmerous members of his
staff, increasingly has iso-
lated himself to the' point
where he rarely solicits or
accepts advice from® even
his closest aides. =

‘Press secretary Ronald L.
Ziggler now plays_ a pre -
eminent ‘fole in ‘the White

(€ Gt
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Hoiise " staff hierarcliy and
has become the President’s
most trusted adviser.and
most frequent companion,
according  to  several
sources. . :

Ziegler passes out many
work assignments in" the
Presidenf’s name — a job
that normally has been han-
dled by the White®house
chief .of staff ¥Biit Alexander
M Haig, theschief of staff,

now is Femovéd: IFom many

policy - making deci’s;lons'

and his influence ‘with the
President has  dimin-
i‘shed,.thg sources said.

Haig has maintained 2z
grueling work schedule ‘and
is nearly exhausted, aceord-
ing to White House officials,
He also has been known to
make pessimistic and cyni-
cal comments about the
President’s situation, -t wo
sources said. Another source
described Haig as “disillu-
sioned,” adding: “He’s got-
ten a real education and has
seer some things he had
trouble believing.”

Morale among the" staff
apparently is so low that
senior presidential aides re-
gularly joke with both insi-
ders and outsiders ahgut the
deterioration of the Nixon
bresidency and its possible
demise. :

A contributing factor in
the decision to shelve Opera-
tion CAndor and withhold
disclosure of the tapes was
the experience earlier this
month in releasing details of
the President’s finances and
taxes, according to several
White House ofﬁcials.j

Tliey said the Pr%‘"sident
and many of his aides were
upset with what the White
House regarded as negative
press and public reaction to
those disclosures. At one
point, two sources related,
the. President bitterly asked
if he would also be expected
to “‘disrobe” in front of the
press corps.

In eight months sinée the
departure of former ‘presi-
dential aides H. R. Halde-
man and John D. Ehrlich-
man,, the President’s Hostili-
ty “toward the pres and his
critics has only heightened,
according to White House
sources. One said the Presi-
dent used the word “Conspi-
racy” to describe the move:

to ifiipeach Hiny, =«
SiMprredti . i

Sentor, White House:.aidgs
have long emphasized that
the President did not want
to disclose the contents of
the recordings or details of
his personal finances ' he-
cause he did not want to em-
barrass or cause legal prob-
lems for, his friends, includ-

.ing. Haldeman, Ehrlichman
and. Charles G. (Bebe).Rebo-
0. . i

The same aides now feel
that if the Predident is'g6ing
to Maintain an effective le.
gal‘defense, he should=ahan-
don:s6meé of his friends.. -

" “He may never be able to
do’ that,” one source’ said,
“It's his number one com-
mandment to stick with your
friends, and the conflict only
makes him retreat more
into himself and his narov-

- ing “Circle (of friends angd

aides.)”

Two sources saig that J.
Fred Buzhardt, special
counsel for Watergate mat-
ters, is also extremely un-
ahppy and wants to leave
the White House staff in the
next three or four months at
the latset, -

“The cleient (the Presij-
dent) is a damned hard guy
to be an attoriiey for,” one
Source said. “Fred’s had it.””



