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Nixon Flies West
On Commercial J eet

By Lou Cannon o % M
Washingtort Post Staff Writer

President Nixon slipped
out of the White House yes-
terday with a party of 25,
drove ' to Dulles Interna-
tional. Airport in an un-
marked car and left by com-
mercial airliner for the
Nixon .estate at San Cle-
mente.

“FThe, Pre51dent’s departure
caught many in his own
staff by surprise, including
deputy press secretary Ger-
ald L. Warren, who had
told White House reporters
earlier'in‘the day that theéy
would’ ‘be informed ' about
presidential travel  plans.

This announcement enabled

Mr. Nixzon to leave without
any of the press that usually
accompanies him.

He also left behind his
chief of staff, Alexander M.
Haig Jr., who may join Mr.
Nixzon later in California.

Deputy communications
director Ken W. Clawson
said Mr. Nixon had chosen
to fly by commercial plane
“to set an example for the
rest of the nation during the
current energy crisis.”

White House officials said
the Spirit of 76, the Presi-
dent’s four-eng 1ned Boeing
707 which usually transperts
him on such trips, will not
be taken to San Clemente.
Neither, they daidy will any
other government plane

Other White House offi- |

cials-are to fly to.San Cle-
mentesoh commercial ®
planes. Warren said t}gns
staff, which includes him-
self, will be held to a miB;
mum.

Warren said ﬁthe an—
nouncement’ of the Presi:

" dent’s -@éparture as. con- -

cealed from the public for
“security reasons.” The res-
ervations were made Christ-
mas Day, he said.

It was the first time that
any President or President-
elect had used a commercial
plane since Thanksgiving
Day, 1960, when Johun: F.
Kennedy flew back from
Palm Beach the same month
he was elected. The occasion
for that trip was the prema-
ture birth of a son who later
died.

The President’s party pur- '

chased 13 one-way first-class
fares at $217.64 each for a
total cost of $2,339.32. Twelve
coach seats, most of them
occupied by Secret Seryice
agents, were occupied at a

per seat cost of ~$167_.§4 and
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i ey v e e

a total cost of $2,011.68.

Mr. Nixon left the White
House at 4:25 pm. by an

exit usually reserved for vis-
iting diplomats. He drove
without escort through ‘the
traffic to Dulles in a Dblue
Continental instead of*his
customary black hmousm& ;
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At the airport the Presi-

dent, Mrs. Nixon and their
daughter Tricia boarded
-United Airlines’ Flightgi55
from Dulles to Los Angéles
International Airport.

“The plane is a 238-passen-

ger DC-10 jumbo jet, which -

Warren said Mr.
chose because “the flight is
never quite full.” 6

“No one was bumped from
the -plane,” Clawson said.
“There was plenty of space
for everyone on the airline,
and there was no inconyen-
ience to anyone.”

“The White House has been
sensitive in recent weeks to
stories that Mr. Nixon
planned to fly away for a
holiday' to his other retreat
at Key Biscayne at a fime
when many prospective va-
cationers were unable to
book reservations. Warren
emphasized last night that
all stand-bys waiting to fly
on the United plane were ac-
commodated.

‘White House spokesmen
and Mr. Nixon have also
said in the past that“the
President could not- fly
planes smaller than “the
Spirit- of 76 because ‘they
lacked the necessary com-
munications equipment: !

Yesterday, Clawson said .
the White House made “ade-
quate and appropriate com-
munications available on the
aircraft.”

This was an apparent ref-
erence to a so-called “suit-

case satellite” which can
put Mr. Nixon in touch with °
government and military
nerve centers.

Despite such assurances,
which Warren said demon-
strated Mr. Nixon’s “confi-
dence in the airlines,” the
customary split-second presi-
dential timing was notice-
ably absent.

The TUnited plane had
been scheduled to depart at
5:30 p.m., but was delayed
until 6:15 p.m. by raig and |
fog. i

Network news associa- '

Nixon . .
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tions, which. earlier in the
day had cariceled more than
30 reservations for Florida
airlines, arranged to cover
Mr. Nixen’s arrival with
their West Coast ‘bureaus.
But the networks made no
secret of their annoyance at
the method of the Presi-
dent’s departure and the
mystery that has shrquded
his on-again, off-again travel
plans.

“For the first time ever,

no one in the news business

is with the President of the
United States on a trip,”
CBS Washington Bureau
chief William Small said.

The President left the
White House press behind
briefly last month when he
tflew to Key Biscayne with-
out announcement. But a
chartered plane of photog-
raphers followed him, and
some reporters were already
in Miami anticipating his ar—
rival.

Small said he had com-
plained all week about the
White House’s non-disclos-
ure policy, which had forced
CBS to rent rooms in Flor-
ida in anticipation of the
Key Biscayne trip.

White House spokesmen
announced last week that
they were abandoning the
usual policy of taking along

. a pool of press reporters..

Yesterday, a few hours
before the President’s de-
parture, Warren said that
the “mode of the Pm51dent S
travel” might nof Spermit
him to take a press pool, a
statement which did hot ap-

. ply to the flight Mr. Nixon
" made.

Warren’s reference
apparently was in anticipa-
tion of a flight by Mr. Nixon

to Key Biscayne on a small _

Lockheed Jetstar,

Accompanying Mr. Nixon |

on the trip, in addition to
his wife ang Tricia, were his
secretary, Rose Mary Woods,
press secretary Ronald L.
Ziegler, military aide Mar
rine Lt. Col. John Brennan,
physician William Lukash,

- appointments secretary Ste-

phen Bull, secretary Marga-

.ret Acker and Mr. Nixon’s

valet, Manola Sanchez.

The remaining members
of the party are Secret Serv-
ice agents, a communications
expert and two aides from
the White House military of-
fice.

Warren said that while in
California Mr, Nixon will
work on the State of the

Day.

Umon and budget messages,
on “energy legislation. and
“hopefully he will get some
rest.” He said he expected
the President to return to
Washington after New Year S

Mr. Nixon is also hker to
attend the wedding of ‘his
chief White House physician,
Dr. Walter Tkach, to Cheryl
Galliard, who works for the
Western' White House staff.
The wedding is Friday.
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