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A confidential FBI report
apparently contradicts the
testimomy of L. Patrick
Gray III last March thathe
had no knowledge of nearly
20 “‘national security” wire-
taps that President Nixon
had ordered on newsmen
and officials of his adminis-
tration.

Following the first pub-
lished report of the wiretap
effort, Gray told the Senate
- Judiciary Committee, which
was hblding hearings gis
nomination to become diréc-
tor of the FBI, that he had
made an inquiry and found
“no record of any such busi-
ness.”

However, a copy of the
confidential FBI report; ob-
tained by the New York
Times, indicates that Gray,
while the bureaws acting
director, had been advised
in advance of his testimony
of the by-then defunct sur-
veillance operation.

A’ recent telephone mes-
sage left at Gray's law of-
fices in'New London. Conn..
went unreturned, and efforts
to reach “hitfiyesterday at
his home in Stonington,
Conn., were unsuccessful.

The existence of the wire-
taps, “which, between May,
11969, and February, 1971, in-
volved at least four news-
men and 13 government offi-
cials, was first reported in
Time magazine February 26,
shortly before Gray began
testifying in support ot his
nomination.

Three days later, Senator
Edward M. Kennedy of Mas-
sachusetts. one of the com-
mittee’s nine Democrats,
asked the acting FBI head
to respond to the report,
which both the White House
and the Justice Department
had rejected as without
substance.

Gray replied under oath

that he had examined the

FBI's wiretap surveillance
records and found no evi-
dence of any such program,
adding that “Mr. Hoover (J.
Edgar Hoover, the late FBI
director and Gray’s prede-
cessor) is mnot going to do
something like this in the
first place.”

Mr. Nixon later ackfiowl-
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edged, however, that he had

approved the wiretaps as

part of an effort to halt
leaks of classified informa-
tion to the press.

Gray’s assertions that he
had found nothing in the FBI

files «t& support the existence
of the wiretaps was apparent-
ly technically correct. As
the FBI report on the matter
relates, records’on the wire-
taps were sent to the White
House before Gray took over
the bureau, the result of an
internecine struggle between
Hoover and one of his disen-
chanted assistants.

But the report, compiled
afteran internal inquiry or-
dered by William' D. Ruck-
elshaus, the next to take over
the FBI's top post, shows
a memo.on February 26, the

‘day’ the. Time article ap-

peared, that related the
known details of the disap-
pearance of the wiretap rec-
ords.

The report also notes that
Gray had been advised ‘be-
fore that daté of the' &f-
cumstances surrounding the
disappearance of the . rec-
ords. which included . au-
thorizations for the wiretaps
and summaries and. logs, of
the overheard conversa-
tions. ..
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