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The ten-member commit-
tee with the clumsy name
that President Nixon has
asked to review his tax re-
turns is hardly a committee

at all in the usual congres-
sional sense,

It rarely meets.

Few can remember when
it last held a hearing. Its
very exisfence is not much
known outside, of Congress
and those who carefully fol-
low tax legislation.

Yet the Joint' Committee
on Internal Revenue Taxa-
tion includes some of the
most influential members of
Congress and is served by a
technical staff whose ability
- and nonpartisanship have
earned widespread confid-
ence.

Temperamentally and pol-
itically, almost all of the
committee’s members are
conservative.

As a whole, they do not be-
lieve in rocking boats or get-
ting ahead of public opinion.
However, they generally
have no serious re-election
problems and often no oppo-
nent of any description.
Their entrenched positions
in their constituencies could,
therefore, enable them to
defy public opinion if they
thought they had to on the
matter of Mr. Nixon’s taxes.

One exception to both
rules is Senator Vance
Hartke (Dem-Ind.); who can
be combative with his col-
leagues and whose record is
a curious mixture of liberal-
ism on some
pro-business stands on oth-
ers. He is also the only
member who appears to
face any prospect of being
defeated for re-election.

The normal job of the joint |

committee is to review the
tax laws and their adminis-
tration, and make recom-
mendations to the House

Ways and Means Committee

issues and

and the Senate’s Finance
Committee as to how the
laws and regulations ought
to be changed.

The two leaders of the
joint committee, both in sen-
iority and in influence, are
Representative Wilbur Mills
of Arkansas and Senator
Russell Long of Leuisiana,
both Democrats.

Mills is commonly des-
cribed as the most influen-
tial single member of the
House. Where he leads, ge-
nerally to conservative
objectives, his committee,
and often the whole Con-
gress, usually follow.

Long’s voting record is
conservative and he vigo-
rously defends the oil deple-
tion allowance and other leg-
islation that is anathema to
liberals.

But there is a streak of po-
pulism in him, too. He be-
gan, years ago, to argue for
public financing of election
campaigns. On any given iz-
sue, it is safest not to pre-
dict Long’s role, except that
he will be effective whichev-
er side he takes.

If he decides that Mr. Nix-
on has been ‘a dishonest tax-
payer, he may well be able
to lead the whole joint com-
mittee to that conclusion.

Leadership in defense of
‘Mr. ‘Nixon can be expected

from the senior Senate Re-
publican on the joint com-
mittee, Wallace Bennett of
Utah. Once the president of
his own business and a
former head of the National
Association of Manufactur-
ers, Bennett is a down-

~the-line conservative and.

party man. He is also consi-'
dered a man of great per~
sonal integrity.

The three other Republi-
cans on the joint committes,
all quite conservative, are
not ‘expected to be leaders.
They are Senator Carl Cur-
tis’ of Nebraska and Repre-
sentatives Herman Schnee-.
beli of Pennsylvania and
Harold Collier of Illinois.

In addition to Mills and
Long there is a third man on-
the joint committee to whom
the adjective “brilliant” is
commonly applied. That is
Senator Herman Talmadge
(Dem-Ga.). :

He is conservative. He
speaks out seldom, either in
public or in private commit-
tee sessions. _

‘When he does, he is lis-
tened to. ,

The two remaining Demo-
crats are Representatives Al
Ullman of Oregon and.
James Burke of Massachu-
setts. The latter votes on the
liberal side most of the time
but will always follow Mills.
when the chips are down.
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