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mpeachment Held

Not a Criminal Trial

Special investigator John M.
Doar said yesterday it might
not be necessary to show that
President Nixon had commit.
ted criminal offenses to im-|
peach him. ’ :

Chairman Peter Rodino (D-
N.J) of the House,Judiciary
Committee, who named Doar
Thursday to head the commit-
tee’s inquiry into possible im-
beachment broceedings, said| .
he hopes for a preliniinary re-
bort from Doar when Con-
gress re-convenes Jan. 21. Ro-
dino set a target date of late

March or early April to com. :
plete committee hearings. :
Doar, appearing with Ro-
dino on the NBCTV Today
show, said he had not made up
his mind whether it: would be
necessary to show the M.
Nixon had committed criminal
acts, but “a considerahle body
of authority says it does not
have to be a criminal offense”

to justify impeachment.

An’ impeéachment proceed-
.ing, he said, is not a criminal
{trial,” although “many of the
| elements of fairness” of a trial |
|have to have a place in im-
peachment, “and the Judiciary
Commitiee will see that they ‘
do havq'a‘plaée;”

Rodino said, “We are going

to try to have open hearings
in every ‘case ‘pdssible,” but
there would be closed sessions
if the committee heard wit-
nesses “who would be produc-
ing evidence and information{
we think might be subject to |
grand jury Proceedings, in or-
der to make sure no rights arel
Violated:” . ’ i
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