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For House Vote on Impeachment
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By Carroll Kilpatrick - He said he would become President wrote, “these past
Washington Post Staff Writer | Senior counselor for national{months have been particularly
: Former Secretary of De. and international affairs at. ‘Ghalleng_ing, and it has heen
‘iense Melvin R. . Laitd said the;-Reader’s Digest on Feb. 1 heartening to me that I have
Ey oo o and would work part-time- for always been able to look to
Jesterday at a farewell. 1€WSiseveral foundations. His office |your sound Judgment and wise
Sonference at the White will be in Washington, counsel when it was needad
House that the House should| He denied that he was leav- |TOSt. '

set a deadline of March 15 to[ing the White House because|“Mdre than anything else, I
;irote on the impeachment is-|of lack of access to the Presi. have valued your loyal friend-
Sue. dent. Sen. Barry Goldwater S‘hlp during this difficult
S, Announcing his own intep- (R-Ariz.) said this week that|period.” -
tian to resign as presidentia;l Laird and fellow counselor| No successor to Laird was
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counselor on Feb. 1, Laird.said | Brvee Harlow ‘are leaving pe- announced, but he “has said
Congress owed it to the Amer-|€a8use Mr. Nixon wouldn’t lis-| that much of the work he has
jican people to resolve the im-|ten to them. - |done with Congress can now
ipeachment issue promptly. Declining to comment di.|announced, but he has said
. ;He said he agreed with Sen.|rectly on the Goldwater state. |that much of the work he has
:George D. Aiken (R-Vt.) that|ment, Laird insisteq that his |done with Congress can now
ithe time has come to impeach |relations with the President be done by the new Vice Pres-
ithe President or get off his|Were friendly and that he had |ident.

3b‘apk. That is the approach|had “no problem ag far as ac-| Laird said he expected to
ost Americans will support, | €€Ss was concerned.” write for The Reader’s Digest
diaird said. When a reporter asked if he |25 Well as work on executive
» . The 50-year-old former De-|felt like someone leaving 5 |Problems. His first article, in
dense Secretary said that he sinking ship, Laird responded: | the February issue, will be on
originally had planned tol“I don’t feel that way at all» |national security issues and
Jéave his post as presidential| In urging the House to re.|detente, he said.

scounselor on Jan. 1 but that|solve the Impeachment jssue | . Harlow is expected to con.
*hoth President Nixon and Vice | at the earliest possible date, [tinUe rat the White House
President Ford urged him to|Laird expressed the thinking [S0mewhat beyond Feb. 1; no
Helay his departure until|of many persons close to the |eXact date for his departure
Feh. 1. President that the longer the|Das been fixed.

. “Laird said he would remain I1ssue drags on the worse for
i1 the job until Feb. 1 to help [him, the party and the coun.
Dprepare the State of the Union|try.

and budget messages. Administration leaders also

s “After retiring as Defense|Would like an early vote be-

Seeretary in February, Laird|Cause they think a majority

veturned to the government in|Cannot now be mustered to

Jiine to help the Watergate-be-|V0te a bill of impeachment,

sieged President try to shore| Yesterday Laird repeated |
p. his relations with Con-|Prediction he had made ear-
press. lier that a majority does not
{An_eightterm member of|favor Impeachment, i

the House from Wisconsin be-|  On Capitol Hill, Chairman
fore being made Defense Sec-|Peter W. Rodino of the House
yetary in 1969, Laird has|Judiciary Committee, which is
worked primarily on legisla-|COnsidering impeachment, said
tive problems and only inci-|€ hoped the committee could

dentally on Watergate issues. 'jxe}%oolit to the full House. in|

Mr. Nixon, in a long letter
praising Laird’s work -in gov-|
ernment, said he was accept-
ing his resignation “with deep-
est personal regret.”

“As we both know,” the
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