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“iWashington _
Bibld - quoting Sam J. Er-
vintJry, the chairman of the
Senate Watergate commit-
tee, announced yesterday
that he will not be a candi-
date for re-election in 1974.

. Ervin the North Carolina

Democrat who has served in
the Senate for 19 years, said -
that at 77 he is too old to

‘Compléte another term.

i : :
~“Since time takes a con-

stantly accelerating toll of

those of us who live for:

mlany years, it is simply not
responsible . for me to as-
Sume that my eyes will re-
nain undimmed and my

natural force stays unabated

-for so long a time,” Ervin-

said.

- Ervin, long considered the
foremost constitutional ex-
pert in the Senate, this
year combined his legal
knowledge with a homespun
manner and an extraordi-
nary pair of eyebrows to be-

~.come an overnight national

television hero during the
Senate Watergate hearings.

He also became a favorite
target of the White House,
which had been encouraging
opposition to him in" next
year’s election. -

North Carolina Governor

James E. Holshouser, an up-

set Republican winner -in
1972, claimed recently that
GOP polls showed Ervin vul-
nerable if he sought re-
election. i

- Ervin said his decison was
‘not based either on Water-
gate or the probability of
serious opposition next year.
He said that age was the
main consideration and that
he was announcing his re.
tirement now as “a Christ-
.mas present” to- his wife,
“Miss Margaret.”” He also
said the “first thing I'm
..going to do is go fishing:"*

Characteristically, Ervin
amnounced his decision at a

. Shakespearean

small press conference in
his office to which? only
North Carolina reporters
were invited. Afterward he
put out a statement in which
.Ervin said that he and his
wife would return to his na-
tive Morgantown when his
present term expires. °

“Here we hope to diell
for a time among the peaple
who have known us be
loved us most and to‘watch
the sun set in indescribable
glory,” . Ervin said.

Ervin served one term in
the House from 1946 to 1948
and was a mempber of the
North«Carglina .
court when

senator.

He became a hero to liber-
als for: his civil libertarian
stands against “‘no knock”
search and preventive de-
tention laws and for his in- |
vestigation of army spying
on civilians,

But Ervin was looked
upon in a different ‘way by
those who came to praise
him during the civil rights
battles of the late 1950s and
early 1960s. ‘His biblical and
Sl ~ Quotatigns
)a'nd‘ flowing southern rheto- |
Tic were invoked then in be-
half of states’ rights and -

-against most eivil rights
.proposals; '



