Y Time
314(&1 é-eard' Dropped as Witness
After Two Psychiatric Reports

By MICHAEL C. JENSEN

The Watergate special prose-l'
cutor has decided not to -call
Mrs. Dita D. Beard as a witness,
before the Watergate grand
jury, following two psychiatric!

. €Xaminations of the former

lobbyist for the International
Telephone and Telegraph Cor-
pdration.

Mrs.. Beard had been. consid-
ered .a. ‘potentially important
witness in establishing L.T.T.’s
controversial relationship with
.the Nixon Administration. i

~ However, a psychiatrist ap-’
pointed by the court at the
- request of Leon Jaworski, the
special prosecutor; has" ex-
amiried ‘Mrs. Beard and has
covn-clhc}ed that she should not
 testify, sources close to the in-
vestigation said. Details of the
two psychiatric reports were
not disclosed. T
The psychiatric examinations

became known yesterday when
|Chief "Judge John J. Sirica of
the United States District Court|
in Washington unsealed a “stip-
julation " and order” that was
filed by the. special prosecutor’s,
office last-month, i

* The documan stated that
psychiatric reports on Mrs.
Beard had been prepared by
doctors “selected by both Mrs.
Beard and the Government.

After / the examinations, the
ldocument said, a subpoena re-
quiring Mrs. Beard to appear
before the Watergate grand
jury was withdrawn.

Instead, she was interviewed|
by “representatives of the' spe-{
cial prosecutor’s office. Al
though the court document sgidf
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" the psychiatric reports must re-
main sealed, sources said the
findings of the Watergate psy-
chiatrist generally supported
the contention of Mrs. Beard’s

psychiatrist that she would not; -

be a valuable witness.

The special prosecutor’s of-i{
fice declined to comment on
the psychiatric report. Mrs.
Beard’s attorney did mot re-
spond to an inquiry. 5

Mrs. Beard’s testimony was|
considered important in they
Government’s investigation in-|
to a controversial antitrust set-|’
tlement that allowed ILT.T. to
retain the Hartford Fire Insur-i

. became available: The memor-

ot Reprts
|

United Press International

Mrs. Dita D, Beard

—

ance Company, which is gen-
erally considered to be its most
valuable subsidiary, -

Government scrutiny of th
settlement was provoked last
year when a memorandum, al-
legedly written by Mrs. Beard,

andum said that-a pledge of
up to $400,000 toward the Re-
publican National Convention
“has gone a long way toward
our negotiations on the mer-
gers eventually coming out as
Hal [LT.Ts chairman, Harold
S. Geneen] wants them.”

The special prosecutor’s of-
fice is investigating alleged in-
fluence from the White House
in_settling IT.T.’s antitrust
cages. i

To Submit Documents

Mrs. Beard will still be re-
quired to provide the Water-
gate grand jury with docu-
ments requested by the Spe-
cial Prosecutor, reportedly re-
lating to the settlement and-to
her memorandum;, according to
the court document that was
unsealed yesterdsy. s

Until this point, it had been
Mrs. Beard’s physical health rfa-
ther than her mental condition
that had come under scrutiny.’

Attempts by a Senate sub-
committee to question her last
year about the memorandum
were thwarted by an apparent
heart attack. )

Last March, while she. was
being questioned in her hos-
pital room in Denver, Mrs.
Beard clutched ‘her chest and
moaned., The subcommittee
quickly ended its interrogation.

After Mrs. Bedrd’s collapse,
her physician said she could
not - testify for' at least six
months. A-few days later she
taped a television interview
and subsequently signed herself
out of the hospital. ‘

Later, the Senate Judiciary
Committee commissioned two.

‘parts of the country, apparent-

-visiting in the dressing room

experienced cardiologists to ex-
amine her, and they were un-
able -to find any evidence of
heart disease. ]

Seen by Friends

Recently, old friends of Mrs.
Beard have seen her in various

Iy in good health. One former
colleague said he had seen her

of Frankie Laine, the singer,
following his performance at a
Las Vegas hotel.

About two months ago, The
Denver Post reported that Mrs.
Beard had said she had been
subpoenaed to appear before
the special Watergate grand
jury, but would try to avoid
testifying for medical reasons.

Mrs. Beard has lived in Den-
ver since 1972 and has con-
tinued to be employed by I.T.T.
About a year ago, the company
said it had reassigned her to
“sales research” although it
was widely believed that she
had not been returned to her
lobbyist job in Washington be-
cause she was no longer useful
in that capacity. ’




