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Washington

The General
Office  said yesterday it
found three apparent viola-
tions of law in payments by
President Nixon’s re.

election campaign commit-

lee to two journalists ‘work-
ing as campaign spies.

The GAO referred its fing-
ings to the Justice Depart-
ment for Investigation and
appropriate action:

The apparent violations
emerged from ap Investiga-
tion by the GAO into pay-
ments: totaling about $35,000
made by Murray Chotiner to
Seymour Freidin and Lu-
cianne Goldberg from April
7, 1972, to last January.

The payments were for se-
cret reports on the presiden-
tial campaigns of Senator
George McGovern (Dem-S.
Dak.) and other Democratic
candidates. made under the
code name of “Chapman’s
Friend.”

The GAO said the Finance
Committee to Re-elect the
President had reported the
Jbayments-to*‘the. GAO | as

representing reimbiirsement:

of travel and other expenses
to Chotiner. who headed 2

Accounting - or

N

force on ballot security
the Committee for The
Re-election of the President,

The failure of the finance
committee tg obtain and
keep complete records of the
expenditures and to report
the details of them appar-

task

- emtly violates three. seciions

Election
the GaAO

Federal
AQ{.’Q 5

of  the
Campaign
said.

-Under the get. the Offica
of Federa] Elections. which
is part of the GAO, has only
investigatory pPowers: an d
must refer apparent ‘vipls-
tions to the Justice Depart-
ment for further action:

Phillip S Hughes. director
of the electiong officey said
Chotiner paid Freidin-and
Mrs. Goldberg 31000 2 week
each for daily reports by
telephone on the campaign

“activities of MeGovern: and

other candidates.

In submitting vouchers for
reimbursement g the fi-

-lBance committee, Chotiner

listed  the pPaymentsia g
“reimbursement for sur-
vey,” and never mentioned
the journalists' nafn:

Hughes said.
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